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                    Page Turners 
                             @   

             Monroe Township Library 

             American Reading Challenge 

            (Book Titles from all 50 States) 

                               July 2026 

Michigan 

Firekeeper’s Daughter – by Boulley, Angeline                  YA FIC BOULLEY 

Daunis, who is part Ojibwe, defers attending the University of Michigan to care for her 

mother and reluctantly becomes involved in the investigation of a series of drug-related 

deaths. 

Tom Lake – Patchett, Ann                                                 FIC PATCHETT 

Recalling the past at her daughters' request, Lara tells the story of a famous actor with 

whom she shared both a stage and a romance, which causes her daughters to examine 

their own lives and reconsider the world and everything they thought they knew. 

Mrs. Everything – by Weiner, Jennifer                                     FIC WEINER 

Growing up in 1950s Detroit, Jo and Bethie Kaufman's roles in the family are clearly 

defined. Jo is the tomboy, the bookish rebel with a passion to make the world more fair; 

Bethie is the pretty, feminine good girl, a would-be star who enjoys the power her 

beauty confers and dreams of a traditional life. As their lives unfold against the 

background of free love and Vietnam, Woodstock and women's lib, Bethie becomes an 

adventure-loving wild child who dives headlong into the counterculture, up for anything-- 

except settling down. Jo becomes a proper young mother in Connecticut, a witness to 
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the changing world instead of a participant. Is it too late for the women to finally stake a 

claim on happily ever after?  

Florida 

The Love Haters – by Center, Katherine                           ROMANCE CENTER 

It's a thin line between love and love-hating in the newest laugh out loud, all the feels 

rom-com by New York Times bestselling author Katherine Center. Katie Vaughn has 

been burned by love in the past-now she may be lighting her career on fire. She has two 

choices: wait to get laid off from her job as a video producer or, at her coworker 

Cole's request, take a career-making gig profiling Tom "Hutch" Hutcheson, a Coast 

Guard rescue swimmer in Key West. The catch? Katie's not exactly qualified. She can't 

swim-but fakes it that she can. Plus: Cole is Hutch's brother. And they don't get along. 

Next stop paradise! But paradise is messier than it seems. As Katie gets entangled with 

Hutch (the most scientifically good-looking man she has ever seen . . . but also a bit of a 

love hater), along with his colorful Aunt Rue and his rescue Great Dane, she gets 

trapped in a lie. Or two. Swim lessons, helicopter flights, conga lines, drinking contests, 

hurricanes, and stolen kisses ensue-along with chances to tell the truth, to face old 

fears, and to be truly brave at last. 

Marley & Me – by Grogan, John                                              636.752 GRO  

Follows the life story of an exuberant Labrador retriever who gets into perpetual trouble 

and experiences a range of inspiring adventures, from shutting down an entire beach to 

guarding a seventeen-year-old neighbor after a stabbing attack. 

The Nickel Boys – by Whitehead, Colson                              FIC WHITEHEAD 

In this bravura follow-up to the Pulitzer Prize, and National Book Award-winning The 

Underground Railroad, Colson Whitehead brilliantly dramatizes another strand of 

American history through the story of two boys sentenced to a hellish reform school in 

Jim Crow-era Florida. As the Civil Rights movement begins to reach the black enclave 

of Frenchtown in segregated Tallahassee, Elwood Curtis takes the words of Dr. Martin 

Luther King to heart: He is "as good as anyone." Abandoned by his parents, but kept on 

the straight and narrow by his grandmother, Elwood is about to enroll in the local black 

college. But for a black boy in the Jim Crow South of the early 1960s, one innocent 

mistake is enough to destroy the future. Elwood is sentenced to a juvenile reformatory 

called the Nickel Academy, whose mission statement says it provides "physical, 

intellectual and moral training" so the delinquent boys in their charge can become 

"honorable and honest men." In reality, the Nickel Academy is a grotesque chamber of 

horrors where the sadistic staff beats and sexually abuses the students, corrupt officials 

and locals steal food and supplies, and any boy who resists is likely to disappear "out 

back." Stunned to find himself in such a vicious environment, Elwood tries to hold onto 

Dr. King's ringing assertion "Throw us in jail and we will still love you." His friend Turner 
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thinks Elwood is worse than naive, that the world is crooked, and that the only way to 

survive is to scheme and avoid trouble. The tension between Elwood's ideals and 

Turner's skepticism leads to a decision whose repercussions will echo down the 

decades. Formed in the crucible of the evils Jim Crow wrought, the boys' fates will be 

determined by what they endured at the Nickel Academy. 

Texas 

Friday Night Lights – by Bissinger, H. G                          796.332 BIS 

Return once again to the timeless account of the Permian Panthers of Odessa -- the 

winningest high-school football team in Texas history. Socially and racially divided, 

Odessa isn't known to be a place big on dreams, but every Friday night from September 

to December, when the Panthers play football, dreams can come true. 

With frankness and compassion, Pulitzer Prize winner H. G. Bissinger unforgettably 

captures a season in the life of Odessa and shows how single-minded devotion to the 

team shapes the community and inspires -- and sometimes shatters -- the teenagers 

who wear the Panthers' uniforms. 

News of the World – by Jiles, Paulette                                    FIC JILES 

In the aftermath of the Civil War, Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd, an elderly widower and 

itinerant news reader, is offered fifty dollars to bring an orphan girl, who was kidnapped 

and raised by Kiowa raiders, from Wichita Falls back to her family in San Antonio. 

11/22/63 – by King, Stephen                                                     FIC KING 

On November 22, 1963, three shots rang out in Dallas, President Kennedy died, and 

the world changed. What if you could change it back? The author's new novel is about a 

man who travels back in time to prevent the JFK assassination. In this novel that is a 

tribute to a simpler era, he sweeps readers back in time to another moment, a real life 

moment, when everything went wrong: the JFK assassination. And he introduces 

readers to a character who has the power to change the course of history. Jake Epping 

is a thirty-five-year-old high school English teacher in Lisbon Falls, Maine, who makes 

extra money teaching adults in the GED program. He receives an essay from one of the 

students, a gruesome, harrowing first person story about the night fifty years ago when 

Harry Dunning's father came home and killed his mother, his sister, and his brother with 

a hammer. Harry escaped with a smashed leg, as evidenced by his crooked walk. Not 

much later, Jake's friend Al, who runs the local diner, divulges a secret: his storeroom is 

a portal to 1958. He enlists Jake on an insane, and insanely possible, mission to try to 

prevent the Kennedy assassination. So begins Jake's new life as George Amberson and 

his new world of Elvis and JFK, of big American cars and sock hops, of a troubled loner 

named Lee Harvey Oswald and a beautiful high school librarian named Sadie Dunhill, 

who becomes the love of Jake's life, a life that transgresses all the normal rules of time. 
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No Country for Old Men – by McCarthy, Cormac                FIC MCCARTHY 

The time is our own, when rustlers have given way to drug-runners and small towns 

have become free-fire zones. One day, a good old boy named Llewellyn Moss finds a 

pickup truck surrounded by a bodyguard of dead men. A load of heroin and two million 

dollars in cash are still in the back. When Moss takes the money, he sets off a chain 

reaction of catastrophic violence that not even the law—in the person of aging, 

disillusioned Sheriff Bell—can contain. 

As Moss tries to evade his pursuers—in particular a mysterious mastermind who flips 

coins for human lives—McCarthy simultaneously strips down the American crime novel 

and broadens its concerns to encompass themes as ancient as the Bible and as 

bloodily contemporary as this morning’s headlines. 

Atmosphere – by Reid, Taylor Jenkins                                   FIC REID 

Joan Goodwin has been obsessed with the stars for as long as she can remember. 

Thoughtful and reserved, Joan is content with her life as a professor of physics and 

astronomy at Rice University and as aunt to her precocious niece, Frances. That is, until 

she comes across an advertisement seeking the first women scientists to join NASA's 

space shuttle program. Suddenly, Joan burns to be one of the few people to go to 

space. Selected from a pool of thousands of applicants in the summer of 1980, Joan 

begins training at Houston's Johnson Space Center, alongside an exceptional group of 

fellow candidates: Top Gun pilot Hank Redmond and scientist John Griffin, who are kind 

and easygoing even when the stakes are highest; mission specialist Lydia Danes, who 

has worked too hard to play nice; warmhearted Donna Fitzgerald, who is navigating her 

own secrets; and Vanessa Ford, the magnetic and mysterious aeronautical engineer, 

who can fix any engine and fly any plane. As the new astronauts become unlikely 

friends and prepare for their first flights, Joan finds a passion and a love she never 

imagined. In this new light, Joan begins to question everything she thinks she knows 

about her place in the observable universe. Then, in December of 1984, on mission 

STS-LR9, it all changes in an instant. 

Iowa 

The Overnight Guest – by Gudenkauf, Heather          FIC GUDENKAUF 

True crime writer Wylie Lark, snowed in at an isolated farmhouse where she's retreated 

to write her new book, finds a small child in the snow outside and, bringing him inside 

for warmth and safety, learns that the farmhouse isn't as isolated as she thought. 

Winter in Paradise – by Hilderbrand, Elin                      FIC HILDERBRAND 

Irene Steele shares her idyllic life in a beautiful Iowa City Victorian house with a 

husband who loves her to sky-writing, sentimental extremes. But as she rings in the 

new year one cold and snowy night, everything she thought she knew falls to pieces 
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with a shocking phone call: her beloved husband, away on business, has been killed in 

a helicopter crash. Before Irene can even process the news, she must first confront the 

perplexing details of her husband's death on the distant Caribbean island of St. John. 

After Irene and her sons arrive at this faraway paradise, they make yet another 

shocking discovery: her husband had been living a secret life. As Irene untangles a web 

of intrigue and deceit, and as she and her sons find themselves drawn into the vibrant 

island culture, they have to face the truth about their family, and about their own futures. 

Rich with the lush beauty of the tropics and the drama, romance, and intrigue only Elin 

Hilderbrand can deliver, Winter in Paradise is a truly transporting novel, and the exciting 

start to a new series. 

Gilead – by Robinson, Marilynne                               FIC ROBINSON 

As the Reverend John Ames approaches the hour of his own death, he writes a letter to 

his son chronicling three previous generations of his family, a story that stretches back 

to the Civil War and reveals uncomfortable family secrets. 

Wisconsin 

Evicted – by Desmond, Matthew                       339.4609 DES 

In Evicted, Princeton sociologist and MacArthur “Genius” Matthew Desmond follows 

eight families in Milwaukee as they each struggle to keep a roof over their heads. Hailed 

as “wrenching and revelatory” (The Nation), “vivid and unsettling” (New York Review of 

Books), Evicted transforms our understanding of poverty and economic exploitation 

while providing fresh ideas for solving one of twenty-first-century America’s most 

devastating problems. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the 

centrality of home, without which nothing else is possible. 

The Art of Fielding – by Harbach, Chad               FIC HARBACH (Available 

through the Consortium) 

At Westish College, a small school on the shore of Lake Michigan, baseball star Henry 

Skrimshander seems destined for big-league stardom. But when a routine throw goes 

disastrously off course, the fates of five people are upended. Henry's fight against self-

doubt threatens to ruin his future. College president Guert Affenlight, a longtime 

bachelor, has fallen unexpectedly and helplessly in love. Owen Dunne, Henry's gay 

roommate and teammate, becomes caught up in a dangerous affair. Mike Schwartz, the 

Harpooners' team captain and Henry's best friend, realizes he has guided Henry's 

career at the expense of his own. And Pella Affenlight, Guert's daughter, returns to 

Westish after escaping an ill-fated marriage, determined to start a new life. As the 

season counts down to its climactic final game, these five are forced to confront their 

deepest hopes, anxieties, and secrets. In the process they forge new bonds, and help 

one another find their true paths. This novel is about ambition and its limits, about family 

and friendship and love, and about commitment to oneself and to others. 
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Life & Death & Giants – by Rindo, Ron                         FIC RINDO 

Gabriel Fisher was born an orphan, weighing eighteen pounds and measuring twenty-

seven inches long. No one in Lakota, Wisconsin, knows what to make of him. He walks 

at eight months, communicates with animals, and seems to possess extraordinary 

athletic talent. But when the older brother who has been caring for him dies, Gabriel 

is taken in by his devout Amish grandparents who disapprove of all the attention and 

hide him away from the English world. But it's hard to hide forever when you're nearly 

eight feet tall. At seventeen, Gabriel is spotted working in a hay field by the local football 

coach. What happens next transforms not only Gabriel's life but the lives of everyone he 

meets. 

The Funeral Ladies of Ellerie County – by Swinarski, Claire      

                                                                                              FIC SWINARSKI 

Esther Larson has been cooking for funerals in the Northwoods of Wisconsin for 

seventy years. Known locally as the 'funeral ladies,' she and her cohort have worked 

hard to keep the mourners of Ellerie County fed-it is her firm belief that there is very little 

a warm casserole and a piece of cherry pie can't fix. But, after falling for an 

internet scam that puts her home at risk, the proud Larson family matriarch is the one in 

need of help these days. Iris, Esther's whip-smart Gen Z granddaughter, would do 

anything for her family and her community. As she watches her friends and family move 

out of their lakeside town onto bigger and better things, Iris wonders why she feels so 

left behind in the place she is desperate to make her home. But when Cooper Welsh 

shows up, she finally starts to feel like she's found the missing piece of her puzzle. 

Cooper is dealing with becoming a legal guardian to his younger half-sister after his 

beloved stepmother dies. While their celebrity-chef father is focused on his booming 

career and top-ranked television show, Cooper is still hurting from a public tragedy he 

witnessed last year as a paramedic and finding it hard to cope. With Iris in the gorgeous 

Ellerie County, though, he hopes he might finally find the home he's been looking for. It 

doesn't seem like a community cookbook could possibly solve their problems, especially 

one where casseroles have their own section and cream of chicken soup mix is the 

most frequently used ingredient. But when you mix the can-do spirit of Midwestern 

grandmothers with the stubborn hope of a boy raised by food plus a dash of long-

awaited forgiveness--things might just turn out okay. 

California 

Typewriter Beach – by Clayton, Meg Waite              FIC CLAYTON 

Set in Carmel-by-the-Sea and in 1950s Hollywood-in the days of the studio system and 

McCarthy-era scaremongering about an America "riddled with communists and 

homosexuals"-Typewriter Beach is the unforgettable story of an unlikely friendship 

between an Oscar-nominated screenwriter and a young actress hoping to be Alfred 
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Hitchcock's new star. 1957. Isabella Giori is ten months into a standard 7-year studio 

contract when she auditions with Hitchcock. Just weeks later, she is sequestered by the 

studio's "fixer" in a charming little Carmel-by-the-Sea cottage for a secret rendezvous. 

There, she is awoken by the clack and ding of a typewriter at the cottage next door. 

Léon Chazan is annoyed as hell when Iz interrupts his work on yet another screenplay 

he won't be able to sell, because he's been blacklisted. But soon he's speeding down 

the fog-shrouded Carmel-San Simeon highway, headed for the isolated cliffs of Big Sur, 

with her in the passenger seat. 2018. Twenty-six-year-old screenwriter Gemma Chazan, 

in Carmel to sell her grandfather's cottage, finds a hidden safe with a World War II-era 

French passport, an old camera with film still in it, two movie scripts, and a writing Oscar 

that is not in her grandfather's name-raising questions about who the screenwriter 

known simply as Chazan really was. In its exploration of Hollywood and Carmel-by-the-

Sea, Typewriter Beach is a heartwarming tale of long-buried secrets; sisterhood and 

sexism; the importance of free speech, story, and name; and what it means to be family. 

There There – by Orange, Tommy          FIC ORANGE (Available through the 

Consortium) 

Not since Sherman Alexie's The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven and Louise 

Erdrich's Love Medicine has such a powerful and urgent Native American voice 

exploded onto the landscape of contemporary fiction. Tommy Orange's There There 

introduces a brilliant new author at the start of a major career. "We all came to the 

powwow for different reasons. The messy, dangling threads of our lives got pulled into a 

braid- tied to the back of everything we'd been doing all along to get us here. There will 

be death and playing dead, there will be screams and unbearable silences, forever-

silences, and a kind of time-travel, at the moment the gunshots start, when we look 

around and see ourselves as we are, in our regalia, and something in our blood will 

recoilthen boil hot enough to burn through time and place and memory. We'll go back to 

where we came from, when we were people running from bullets at the end of that old 

world. The tragedy of it all will be unspeakable, that we've been fighting for decades to 

be recognized as a present-tense people, modern and relevant, only to die in the grass 

wearing feathers." Jacquie Red Feather is newly sober and trying to make it back to the 

family she left behind in shame in Oakland. Dene Oxedrene is pulling his life together 

after his uncle's death and has come to work the powwow and to honor his uncle's 

memory. Edwin Frank has come to find his true father. Bobby Big Medicine has come to 

drum the Grand Entry. Opal Viola Victoria Bear Shield has come to watch her nephew 

Orvil Red Feather; Orvil has taught himself Indian dance through YouTube videos, and he 
has come to the Big Oakland Powwow to dance in public for the very first time. Tony 
Loneman is a young Native American boy whose future seems destined to be as bleak 

as his past, and he has come to the Powwow with darker intentions--intentions that will 

destroy the lives of everyone in his path. Fierce, angry, funny, groundbreaking--Tommy 

Orange's first novel is a wondrous and shattering portrait of an America few of us have 
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ever seen. There There is a multi-generational, relentlessly paced story about violence 

and recovery, hope and loss, identity and power, dislocation and communion, and the 

beauty and despair woven into the history of a nation and its people. Aglorious, 

unforgettable debut. 

The Guncle – by Rowley, Steven                                  FIC ROWLEY 

From the bestselling author of Lily and the Octopus and The Editor comes a warm and 

deeply funny novel about a once-famous gay sitcom star whose unexpected family 

tragedy leaves him with his niece and nephew for the summer. 

Patrick, or Gay Uncle Patrick (GUP, for short), has always loved his niece, Maisie, and 

nephew, Grant. That is, he loves spending time with them when they come out to Palm 

Springs for weeklong visits, or when he heads home to Connecticut for the holidays. But 

in terms of caretaking and relating to two children, no matter how adorable, Patrick is, 

honestly, overwhelmed. 

So when tragedy strikes and Maisie and Grant lose their mother and Patrick's brother 

has a health crisis of his own, Patrick finds himself suddenly taking on the role of 

primary guardian. Despite having a set of "Guncle Rules" ready to go, Patrick has no 

idea what to expect, having spent years barely holding on after the loss of his great 

love, a somewhat-stalled acting career, and a lifestyle not-so-suited to a six- and a nine-

year-old. Quickly realizing that parenting—even if temporary—isn't solved with treats 

and jokes, Patrick's eyes are opened to a new sense of responsibility, and the 

realization that, sometimes, even being larger than life means you're unfailingly human. 

With the humor and heart we've come to expect from bestselling author Steven 

Rowley, The Guncle is a moving tribute to the power of love, patience, and family in 

even the most trying of times. 

Vera Wong’s Unsolicited Advice for Murders – by Sutanto, Jesse Q        

                                                                                                       FIC SUTANTO 

Vera Wong is a lonely little old lady—ah, lady of a certain age—who lives above her 

forgotten tea shop in the middle of San Francisco’s Chinatown. Despite living alone, 

Vera is not needy, oh no. She likes nothing more than sipping on a good cup of Wulong 

and doing some healthy detective work on the Internet about what her Gen-Z son is up 

to. 

Then one morning, Vera trudges downstairs to find a curious thing—a dead man in the 

middle of her tea shop. In his outstretched hand, a flash drive. Vera doesn’t know what 

comes over her, but after calling the cops like any good citizen would, she sort of . . . 

swipes the flash drive from the body and tucks it safely into the pocket of her apron. 

Why? Because Vera is sure she would do a better job than the police possibly could, 

because nobody sniffs out a wrongdoing quite like a suspicious Chinese mother with 

time on her hands. Vera knows the killer will be back for the flash drive; all she has to do 

is watch the increasing number of customers at her shop and figure out which one 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=03704d00-0f6c-11ee-b632-8518724ec95a&entityType=Agent
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among them is the killer. 

What Vera does not expect is to form friendships with her customers and start to care 

for each and every one of them. As a protective mother hen, will she end up having to 

give one of her newfound chicks to the police? 

Minnesota 

The Night Watchman – by Erdich, Louise                        FIC ERDRICH 

Thomas Wazhashk is the night watchman at the jewel bearing plant, the first factory 

located near the Turtle Mountain Reservation in rural North Dakota. He is also a 

Chippewa Council member who is trying to understand the consequences of a new 

"emancipation" bill on its way to the floor of the United States Congress. It is 1953 and 

he and the other council members know the bill isn't about freedom; Congress is fed up 

with Indians. The bill is a "termination" that threatens the rights of Native Americans to 

their land and their very identity. How can the government abandon treaties made in 

good faith with Native Americans "for as long as the grasses shall grow, and the rivers 

run"? 

Since graduating high school, Pixie Paranteau has insisted that everyone call her 

Patrice. Unlike most of the girls on the reservation, Patrice, the class valedictorian, has 

no desire to wear herself down with a husband and kids. She makes jewel bearings at 

the plant, a job that barely pays her enough to support her mother and brother. Patrice's 

shameful alcoholic father returns home sporadically to terrorize his wife and children 

and bully her for money. But Patrice needs every penny to follow her beloved older 

sister, Vera, who moved to the big city of Minneapolis. Vera may have disappeared; she 

hasn't been in touch in months, and is rumored to have had a baby. Determined to find 

Vera and her child, Patrice makes a fateful trip to Minnesota that introduces her to 

unexpected forms of exploitation and violence, and endangers her life. 

Thomas and Patrice live in this impoverished reservation community along with young 

Chippewa boxer Wood Mountain and his mother Juggie Blue, her niece and Patrice's 

best friend Valentine, and Stack Barnes, the white high school math teacher and boxing 

coach who is hopelessly in love with Patrice. 

In the Night Watchman, Louise Erdrich creates a fictional world populated with 

memorable characters who are forced to grapple with the worst and best impulses of 

human nature. Illuminating the loves and lives, the desires and ambitions of these 

characters with compassion, wit, and intelligence, The Night Watchman is a majestic 

work of fiction from this revered cultural treasure. 

If You Lived Here, you’d be Home by Now – by Ingraham, Christopher 

                                                                                                         070.92 ING           
The hilarious, charming, and candid story of Ingraham's decision to uproot his life and 

move his family to Red Lake Falls, Minnesota, population 1,400--the community he 



10 
 

made famous as "the worst place to live in America" in a story he wrote for 

the Washington Post. 

Orphan Train – by Kline, Christina Baker                      FIC KLINE 

Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains ran regularly from the cities of the East 

Coast to the farmlands of the Midwest, carrying thousands of abandoned children 

whose fates would be determined by pure luck. Would they be adopted by a kind and 

loving family, or would they face a childhood and adolescence of hard labor and 

servitude? 

As a young Irish immigrant, Vivian Daly was one such child, sent by rail from New York 

City to an uncertain future a world away. Returning east later in life, Vivian leads a quiet, 

peaceful existence on the coast of Maine, the memories of her upbringing rendered a 

hazy blur. But in her attic, hidden in trunks, are vestiges of a turbulent past. 

Seventeen-year-old Molly Ayer knows that a community-service position helping an 

elderly widow clean out her attic is the only thing keeping her out of juvenile hall. But as 

Molly helps Vivian sort through her keepsakes and possessions, she discovers that she 

and Vivian aren't as different as they appear, forging an unlikely intergenerational 

friendship. A Penobscot Indian who has spent her youth in and out of foster homes, 

Molly is also an outsider being raised by strangers, and she, too, has unanswered 

questions about the past. 

Ordinary Grace – by Krueger, William Kent              FIC KRUEGER 

New Bremen, Minnesota, 1961. The Twins were playing their debut season, ice-cold 

root beers were selling out at the soda counter of Halderson's Drugstore, and Hot Stuff 

comic books were a mainstay on every barbershop magazine rack. It was a time of 

innocence and hope for a country with a new, young president. But for thirteen-year-old 

Frank Drum it was a grim summer in which death visited frequently and assumed many 

forms. Accident. Nature. Suicide. Murder. 

Frank begins the season preoccupied with the concerns of any teenage boy, but when 

tragedy unexpectedly strikes his family—which includes his Methodist minister father; 

his passionate, artistic mother; Juilliard-bound older sister; and wise-beyond-his-years 

kid brother—he finds himself thrust into an adult world full of secrets, lies, adultery, and 

betrayal, suddenly called upon to demonstrate a maturity and gumption beyond his 

years. 

Told from Frank's perspective forty years after that fateful summer, Ordinary Grace is a 

brilliantly moving account of a boy standing at the door of his young manhood, trying to 

understand a world that seems to be falling apart around him. It is an unforgettable 

novel about discovering the terrible price of wisdom and the enduring grace of God. 

 

 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=e51bdc6d-16a4-11ee-b632-1de9a27f7647&entityType=Agent
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Oregon 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest – by Kesey, Ken           FIC KESEY 

Boisterous, ribald, and ultimately shattering, Ken Kesey's One Flew Over the Cuckoo's 

Nest is a seminal novel of the 1960s. Here is the unforgettable story of a mental ward 

and its inhabitants--a counterculture classic that inspired the 1975 film adaptation, 

widely considered one of the greatest movies ever made. 

Shoe Dog– by Knight, Philip                                                    YA B KNIGHT 

Presents a young readers edition of the book in which the founder and CEO of Nike 

shares the story of his company and its evolution to one of the world's most iconic and 

profitable brands. 

The Left and the Lucky – by Vlautin, Willy                            FIC VLAUTIN 

Eddie Wilkens is a workaholic house painter in his early forties. His wife has left him to 

her regret, and his main employee, Houston, is a loafer and scoundrel who barely 

shows up for work. Unassuming and self-reliant, Eddie is thoughtful man who rarely 

gets angry, despite life's frequent provocations, but he is ruled by a guilt that he has 

carried for nearly twenty years. Next door, a woman and her two sons move in with her 

frail and aging mother. The youngest boy, Russell, eight-years-old, is quiet and small for 

his age and lives in constant terror of his increasingly lost and troubled fifteen-year-old 

brother, Curtis. As their mother struggles to keep the family together and the 

grandmother’s health begins to faulter they find themselves unable to protect Russell 

and themselves from Curtis’s cruelty, which threatens to explode in frenetic violence. 

Though neither knows it, Russell and Eddie will become each other’s saving grace. 

While Russell’s home life disintegrates, he begins waiting in Eddie’s backyard for him to 

get off work. Eddie offers the boy small acts of kindness: he feeds him, gives him jobs to 

do, listens to his dreams of escape, and offers Russell a glimpse into a world of hope 

and humor. A world of misfit painters, a derelict muscle car, an old dog, and the 

comradery and companionship of Eddie and his crew. In return, Russell gives Eddie a 

reason to carry on and helps him lay to rest the guilt that has plagued him for half of his 

life. Together, this makeshift father and son begin to build better life, daring to trade the 

bleakness and cynicism around them for hope and friendship. 

Crying in H Mart - by Zauner, Michelle                               782.4216 ZAU 

From the indie rock star of Japanese Breakfast fame, and author of the viral 2018 New 

Yorker essay that shares the title of this book, an unflinching, powerful memoir about 

growing up Korean-American, losing her mother, and forging her own identity. In this 

exquisite story of family, food, grief, and endurance, Michelle Zauner proves herself far 

more than a dazzling singer, songwriter, and guitarist. With humour and heart, she tells 

of growing up the only Asian-American kid at her school in Eugene, Oregon; of 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=b14b6cbd-0f73-11ee-b632-a381fb3ac493&entityType=Agent
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struggling with her mother's particular, high expectations of her; of a painful 

adolescence (; of treasured months spent in her grandmother's tiny apartment in Seoul, 

where she and her mother would bond, late at night, over heaping plates of food. As she 

grew up, moving to the east coast for college, finding work in the restaurant industry, 

performing gigs with her fledgling band--and meeting the man who would become her 

husband--her Koreanness began to feel ever more distant, even as she found the life 

she wanted to live. It was her mother's diagnosis of terminal pancreatic cancer, when 

Michelle was twenty-five, that forced a reckoning with her identity and brought her to 

reclaim the gifts of taste, language, and history her mother had given her.  

Kansas 

In Cold Blood – by Capote, Truman                         364.1523 CAP 

On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the 

Clutter family were savagely murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a few inches from 

their faces. There was no apparent motive for the crime, and there were almost no 

clues. 

As Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that led to the capture, 

trial, and execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and 

astonishing empathy. In Cold Blood is a work that transcends its moment, yielding 

poignant insights into the nature of American violence. 

Dark Places – by Flynn, Gillian                                 FIC FLYNN 

For a price Libby Day will reconnect with the players that murdered her mother and two 

sisters in "The Satan Sacrifice of Kinnakee, Kansas." Having testified that her brother 

Ben was the murderer on that fateful night twenty-five years ago, now she is not so 

sure. Piece by piece, the unimaginable truth emerges, and Libby finds herself right back 

where she started--on the run from a killer. 

Th Good Lord Bird – by McBride, James                  FIC MCBRIDE 

Fleeing his violent master at the side of abolitionist John Brown at the height of the 

slavery debate in mid-nineteenth-century Kansas Territory, Henry pretends to be a girl to 

hide his identity throughout the raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859. 

West Virginia  

The Midwife of Hope River – by Harman, Patricia     FIC HARMAN 

In the 1930s, Appalachian midwife Patience Murphy, who, while dealing with her own 

secrets, faces seemingly insurmountable conditions--disease, poverty, and prejudice--

as she strives to bring new life into a cruel world. 
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Rocket Boys – by Hickman, Homer H.                                B HICKAM 

It was 1957, the year Sputnik raced across the Appalachian sky, and the small town of 

Coalwood, West Virginia, was slowly dying. 

Faced with an uncertain future, Homer Hickam nurtured a dream: to send rockets into 

outer space. The introspective son of the mine’s superintendent and a mother 

determined to get him out of Coalwood forever, Homer fell in with a group of misfits who 

learned not only how to turn scraps of metal into sophisticated rockets but how to 

sustain their hope in a town that swallowed its men alive. 

As the boys began to light up the tarry skies with their flaming projectiles and dreams of 

glory, Coalwood, and the Hickams, would never be the same. 

With the grace of a natural storyteller, NASA engineer Homer Hickam paints a warm, 

vivid portrait of the harsh West Virginia mining town of his youth, evoking a time of 

innocence and promise, when anything was possible. Lush and lyrical, Rocket Boys is a 

uniquely American memoir: A powerful, luminous story of coming of age at the end of 

the 1950s, of a mother’s love and a father’s fears, and of growing up and getting out. 

The Listeners – by Stiefvater, Maggie                                 FIC STIEFVATER 

January 1942. The Avallon Hotel & Spa is where high society goes to see and be seen. 

Located deep in the West Virginia mountains, where healing sweet water flows, the 

hotel is managed by a local, June Hudson, whose skills were noted by the wealthy 

Guilfoyles who own the place. War has begun, and June is trying to shield the Avallon 

from it, but when the owner's son makes a deal with the State Department to house 

dozens of Axis diplomats, June must convince her staff--many of whom have sons and 

husbands heading to battle--to offer luxury to Nazis for the war effort. Peacefully. 

Meanwhile, FBI agent Tucker Minnick is searching for a spy among the detainees. He 

has his own history with West Virginia and would have done anything to avoid coming 

back, but this mission is an exile that he can't escape unless he earns it. As tension 

grows between locals and the detainees, Tucker's spy games disturb the peace, and the 

eerie sweet water proves more dangerous than once thought. June's future at the 

Avallon hangs in the balance--but who is she without the hotel? And what is it without 

her? Maggie Stiefvater makes her adult fiction debut in this mesmerizing portrait of an 

unlikely heroine, a hotel--and a world--in peril, and the love that can bloom even in such 

unlikely circumstances. 

The Glass Castle – by Walls, Jeannette                              B WALLS 

The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience and redemption, and a revelatory 

look into a family at once deeply dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober, 

Jeannette's brilliant and charismatic father captured his children's imagination, teaching 

them physics, geology, and how to embrace life fearlessly. But when he drank, he was 

dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred the idea of 

domesticity and didn't want the responsibility of raising a family. 
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The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. They fed, clothed, and protected 

one another, and eventually found their way to New York. Their parents followed them, 

choosing to be homeless even as their children prospered. 

Nevada 

The Princess of Las Vegas – by Bohjalian, Chris           FIC BOHJALIAN 

The book revolves around Crissy, the star of a beloved Princess Diana tribute show in 

Las Vegas, and her estranged sister Betsy, a therapist who works with children and 

adolescents in Vermont. Betsy's boyfriend Frankie works in a mysterious branch of 

cryptocurrency and, seemingly out of nowhere, proposes that they move to Las Vegas 

together. Betsy and Crissy must navigate how to go about their newfound physical 

proximity to one another and their respective relationships with Betsy's foster child 

Marisa, who moves with Betsy and Frankie to Vegas. When Crissy meets a handsome, 

secretive Russian man named Yevgeny, Crissy and Betsy soon find themselves in a 

dangerous web of greed, crypto-mafia schemes, and murder. 

The Ox- Bow Incident – by Clark, Walter Van Tilburg      FIC CLARK 

Set in 1885, The Ox-Bow Incident is a searing and realistic portrait of frontier life and 

mob violence in the American West. First published in 1940, it focuses on the lynching 

of three innocent men and the tragedy that ensues when law and order are abandoned. 

The result is an emotionally powerful, vivid, and unforgettable re-creation of the Western 

novel, which Clark transmuted into a universal story about good and evil, individual and 

community, justice and human nature. As Wallace Stegner writes, [Clark's] theme was 

civilization, and he recorded, indelibly, its first steps in a new country. 

Casino – by Pileggi, Nicholas      364.106 PIL (Available through the Consortium) 

Love, greed and betrayal in the Las Vegas mob. From Nicholas Pileggi, author of the 

bestselling "Wiseguy" -- the #1 bestseller that later became the hit movie "Goodfellas" -- 

comes this brilliantly told tale of love, marriage, adultery, murder and revenge Mafia-

style, the true story of how the mob finally lost its stranglehold over the multi-billion-

dollar casino gambling industry of Las Vegas. No one knew more about casinos than 

Frank "Lefty" Rosenthal, the gambling mastermind who, with his best friend and partner 

Anthony Spilotro virtually "ran" Las Vegas for the mob. For years it was the perfect 

arrangement -- Lefty provided the smarts and obsessive attention to detail, while Tony 

made sure the bosses stayed happy with their weekly suitcases filled with millions of 

dollars in skimmed cash. It was so sweet it should have lasted forever, but Lefty's 

obsession with running the town -- and Tony's obsession with Lefty's beautiful showgirl 

wife Geri -- eventually led to the betrayals and investigations that exploded into one of 

the greatest debacles in the mob's history. A real-life story of love and betrayal set in 

America's favorite playground, "Casino" is a Mafia tragedy of Shakespearean 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=5e359697-0f73-11ee-b632-01c61d776469&entityType=Agent
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dimensions, as well as the inside account of just how the mob lost control of the neon 

money-making machine it created. 

Nebraska 

My Antonia – by Cather, Willa                                                YA FIC CATHER 

In the late nineteenth century, Ántonia, a fourteen-year-old immigrant girl from Bohemia, 

and Jim Burden, a ten-year-old orphan boy, arrive in Black Hawk, Nebraska, and in 

teaching each other form a friendship that will last a lifetime. 

The Antidote – by Russell, Karen                                          FIC RUSSELL 

Achingly gorgeous. . . . Karen Russell is one of our most humane and generous writers; 

this book is as profound as it is wonderfully strange.” —Lauren Groff, author of The 

Vaster Wilds 

The Antidote opens on Black Sunday, as a historic dust storm ravages the fictional town 

of Uz, Nebraska. But Uz is already collapsing—not just under the weight of the Great 

Depression and the dust bowl drought but beneath its own violent histories. The 

Antidote follows a "Prairie Witch,” whose body serves as a bank vault for peoples’ 

memories and secrets; a Polish wheat farmer who learns how quickly a hoarded 

blessing can become a curse; his orphan niece, a basketball star and witch’s apprentice 

in furious flight from her grief; a voluble scarecrow; and a New Deal photographer 

whose time-traveling camera threatens to reveal both the town’s secrets and its fate. 

Russell's novel is above all a reckoning with a nation’s forgetting—enacting the settler 

amnesia and willful omissions passed down from generation to generation, and 

unearthing not only horrors but shimmering possibilities. 

The Lincoln Highway – by Towles, Amor                                 FIC TOWLES 

A master of absorbing, sophisticated fiction returns with a stylish and propulsive novel 

set in 1950s America. In June 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home 

to Nebraska by the warden of the juvenile work farm where he has just served fifteen 

months for involuntary manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father recently 

deceased, and the family farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett's intention is to 

pick up his eight-year-old brother, Billy, and head to California, where they can start their 

lives anew. But when the warden drives away, Emmett discovers that two friends from 

the work farm have hidden themselves in the trunk of the warden's car. Together, they 

have hatched an altogether different plan for Emmett's future, one that will take them all 

on a fateful journey in the opposite direction--to the city of New York. Spanning just ten 

days and told from multiple points of view, Towles's third novel will satisfy fans of his 

multilayered literary styling while providing them an array of new and richly imagined 

settings, characters, and themes. 

 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=df321885-0f70-11ee-b632-47af3887721e&entityType=Agent
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Colorado 

Columbine – by Cullen , Dave                               373.788 CUL 

On April 20, 1999, two boys left an indelible stamp on the American psyche. Their goal 

was simple: to blow up their school and to leave 'a lasting impression on the world.' 

Their bombs failed, but the ensuing shooting defined a new era of school violence ... 

Dave Cullen delivers a profile of teenage killers that goes to the heart of 

psychopathology. He lays bare the callous brutality of mastermind Eric Harris and the 

quavering, suicidal Dylan Klebold, who went to the prom three days earlier and 

obsessed about love in his journal. The result is an account of two good students with 

lots of friends, who were secretly stockpiling a basement cache of weapons, recording 

their raging hatred, and manipulating every adult who got in their way. They left signs 

everywhere. Drawing on hundreds of interviews, thousands of pages of police files, FBI 

psychologists, and the boys' tapes and diaries, he gives a complete account of the 

Columbine tragedy ... A close-up portrait of violence, a community rendered helpless, 

and police blunders and cover-ups, it is a human portrait of two killers. 

Plainsong – by Haruf, Kent                                          FIC HARUF 

In the small town of Holt, Colorado, a high school teacher is confronted with raising his 

two boys alone after their mother retreats first to the bedroom, then altogether. A 

teenage girl—her father long since disappeared, her mother unwilling to have her in the 

house—is pregnant, alone herself, with nowhere to go. And out in the country, two 

brothers, elderly bachelors, work the family homestead, the only world they've ever 

known. From these unsettled lives emerges a vision of life, and of the town and 

landscape that bind them together—their fates somehow overcoming the powerful 

circumstances of place and station, their confusion, curiosity, dignity and humor intact 

and resonant. As the milieu widens to embrace fully four generations, Kent Haruf 

displays an emotional and aesthetic authority to rival the past masters of a classic 

American tradition. 

The Shining – by King, Stephen                                    FIC KING 

Jack Torrance’s new job at the Overlook Hotel is the perfect chance for a fresh start. As 

the off-season caretaker at the atmospheric old hotel, he’ll have plenty of time to spend 

reconnecting with his family and working on his writing. But as the harsh winter weather 

sets in, the idyllic location feels ever more remote . . . and more sinister. And the only 

one to notice the strange and terrible forces gathering around the Overlook is Danny 

Torrance, a uniquely gifted five-year-old. 
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North Dakota 

Peace Like a River – by Enger, Leif                             FIC ENGER 

Eleven-year-old Reuben shares the story of how his father, trying to raise his sons alone 

in 1960s Minnesota, takes their family on a quest to find Reuben's older brother, who 

has been charged with murder. 

LaRose – by Erdrich, Louise                                               FIC ERDRICH 

North Dakota, late summer, 1999. Landreaux Iron stalks a deer along the edge of the 

property bordering his own. He shoots with easy confidence -- but when the buck 

springs away, Landreaux realizes he's hit something else, a blur he saw as he 

squeezed the trigger. When he staggers closer, he realizes he has killed his 

neighbor's five-year-old son, Dusty Ravich. The youngest child of his friend and 

neighbor, Peter Ravich, Dusty was best friends with Landreaux's five-year-old son, 

LaRose. The two families have always been close, sharing food, clothing, and rides into 

town; their children played together despite going to different schools; and Landreaux's 

wife, Emmaline, is half sister to Dusty's mother, Nola. Horrified at what he's done, the 

recovered alcoholic turns to an Ojibwe tribe tradition -- the sweat lodge -- for guidance, 

and finds a way forward. Following an ancient means of retribution, he and Emmaline 

will give LaRose to the grieving Peter and Nola. "Our son will be your son now," they tell 

them. LaRose is quickly absorbed into his new family. Plagued by thoughts of suicide, 

Nola dotes on him, keeping her darkness at bay. His fierce, rebellious new "sister," 

Maggie, welcomes him as a co-conspirator who can ease her volatile mother's terrifying 

moods. Gradually he's allowed shared visits with his birth family, whose sorrow mirrors 

the Raviches' own. As the years pass, LaRose becomes the linchpin linking the Irons 

and the Raviches, and eventually their mutual pain begins to heal. But when a vengeful 

man with a long-standing grudge against Landreaux begins raising trouble, hurling 

accusations of a cover-up the day Dusty died, he threatens the tenuous peace that has 

kept these two fragile families whole. 

A Council of Dolls – by Power, Mona Susan                      FIC POWER 

From the midcentury metropolis of Chicago to the windswept ancestral lands of the 

Dakhóta people to the bleak and brutal Indian boarding schools, A Council of Dolls is 

the tale of three extraordinary women, told in part through the stories of the dolls they 

carried. Sissy, born 1961: Sissy's relationship with her beautiful and volatile mother is 

difficult -- even dangerous -- but her life is also filled with lovely things, including a new 

Christmas present: a doll called Ethel. Ethel whispers advice and kindness in Sissy's 

ear, and in one especially terrifying moment, maybe even saves Sissy's life. Lillian, born 

1925: Raised in her tribe's reservation in a time of terrible change, Lillian clings to her 

sister Blanche and her doll, Mae. When the sisters are forced to attend an Indian 

boarding school far from their home, Blanche refuses to be cowed by the school's 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=3f9d8041-2c4b-11ee-a56d-49dfb397645f&entityType=Agent
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abusive nuns. But when tragedy strikes the sisters, Mae finds her way to defend the 

girls. Cora, born 1888: Born just after the genocidal "Indian Wars," Cora still isn't afraid 

of the white men who take her away to be "civilized." When teachers burn her beloved 

buckskin doll Winona, Cora discovers that the spirit of Winona may not be entirely lost. 

A modern masterpiece, A Council of Dolls is gorgeous, quietly devastating, and 

ultimately hopeful. With stunning prose, Mona Susan Power weaves a spell of love and 

healing that comes alive on the page. 

South Dakota 

The Children’s Blizzard – by Benjamin, Melanie     FIC BENJAMIN 

Draws on oral histories of the Great Plains blizzard of 1888 to depict the experiences of 

two teachers, a servant, and a reporter who risk everything to protect the children of 

immigrant homesteaders. 

Never Give Up – by Brokaw, Tom                               978.3092 BRO 

Tom Brokaw is known as one of the hardest-working, most successful people in 

broadcast journalism. His success is attributed to his work ethic, his instinct for 

identifying the significance of the news in the lives of ordinary people, and his reputation 

for always showing up for others. In this heartfelt family story, Tom shows the values 

and lessons he absorbed from his ancestors, parents, and others who settled in South 

Dakota and worked hard to build lives on the prairie during the first half of the twentieth 

century. At the center of this story is Red Brokaw, Tom's father, who left school in the 

third grade. At the end of his life, Red surprised his family by recording his memories 

about the Brokaw ancestors who obtained land in South Dakota under the Lend-Lease 

plan and started a hotel called the Brokaw House. As a boy Red worked there, and then 

on construction jobs, developing a talent for machines. At a high school play, he fell in 

love with the girl playing the lead, Jean, whose father had lost the family farm during the 

Depression. They married, and struggled financially. Their son Tom was born in 1940, 

and two other sons followed. Red had a philosophy: Never give up. Never complain. 

After the war, Red got his big break. The Army Corps of Engineers began to build great 

projects, including dams across the Missouri River, magnificent structures like the Fort 

Randall and the Gavins Point dams. Red rose to become a Foreman on the dam 

project, and the Brokaws moved to towns created to house workers, where the family 

became part of a vibrant community life. 

By the Shores of Silver Lake – by Wilder, Laura Ingalls             JFIC WILDER 

Ma and the girls follow Pa west by train where they make their home at a rough railroad 

camp and plan for their own homestead. 
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Montana 

What Kind of Paradise – by Brown, Janelle                  FIC BROWN 

Growing up in an isolated cabin in Montana in the mid-1990s, Jane knows only the 

world that she and her father live in: the woodstove that heats their home, the vegetable 

garden where they try to eke out a subsistence existence, the books of nineteenth-

century philosophy that her father gives her to read in lieu of going to school. Her father 

is elusive about their pasts, giving Jane little beyond the facts that they once lived in the 

Bay Area and that her mother died in a car accident, the crash propelling him to move 

Jane off the grid to raise her in a Waldenesque utopia. As Jane becomes a teenager 

she starts pushing against the boundaries of her restricted world. She begs to 

accompany her father on his occasional trips away from the cabin. But when Jane 

realizes that her devotion to her father has made her an accomplice to a horrific crime, 

she flees Montana to the only place she knows to look for answers about her 

mysterious past, and her mother's death: San Francisco. 

A River Runs Through It – by Maclean, Norman              SS MACLEAN 

Based on [the author's own experiences as a young man, the book's two novellas and 

short story are set in the small towns and mountains of western Montana. It is a world 

populated with drunks, loggers, card sharks, and whores, but also one rich in the 

pleasures of fly-fishing, logging, cribbage, and family. By turns raunchy and elegiac, 

these superb tales express, in [the author']s own words, 'a little of the love I have for the 

earth as it goes by. 

Let Him Go – by Watson, Larry                                            FIC WATSON 

In 1951 North Dakota, years after losing her son in a horse-riding accident, Margaret 

Blackledge seeks to retrieve her grandson from the daughter-in-law who ran off with 

another man but finds her efforts challenged by her reluctant husband and the 

boy's stepfamily. 

Washington 

A Killing on the Hill – by Dugoni, Robert                         FIC DUGONI 

Seattle, 1933. The city is in the grips of the Great Depression, Prohibition, and vice. 

Cutting his teeth on a small-time beat, hungry and ambitious young reporter William 

"Shoe" Shumacher gets a tip that could change his career. There's been a murder at a 

social club on Profanity Hill an underworld magnet for vice crimes only a privileged few 

can afford. The story is going to be front-page news, and Shoe is the first reporter on 

the scene. The victim, Frankie Ray, is a former prize fighter. His accused killer? Club 

owner and mobster George Miller, who claims he pulled the trigger in self-defense. 

Soon the whole town's talking, and Shoe's first homicide is fast becoming the Trial of the 

Century. The more Shoe digs, the more he's convinced nothing is as it seems. Not with 
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a tangle of conflicting stories, an unlikely motive, and witnesses like Ray's girlfriend, a 

glamour girl whose pretty lips are sealed. For now. 

Remarkably Bright Creatures – by Van Pelt, Shelby                  FIC VANPELT 

Staying busy has helped Tova cope ever since her son disappeared decades ago. So, 

when her husband dies, she takes a job at the aquarium, where she meets Marcellus, 

an octopus that deduces what happened to her son. 

Where’d You Go, Bernadette – by Semple, Maria                     FIC SEMPLE 

Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-guru husband, she's a fearlessly 

opinionated partner; to fellow private-school mothers in Seattle, she's a disgrace; to 

design mavens, she's a revolutionary architect; and to 15-year-old Bee, she is her best 

friend and, simply, Mom. 

Then Bernadette vanishes. It all began when Bee aced her report card and claimed her 

promised reward: a family trip to Antarctica. But Bernadette's intensifying allergy to 

Seattle — and people in general — has made her so agoraphobic that a virtual 

assistant in India now runs her most basic errands. A trip to the end of the earth is 

problematic. 

To find her mother, Bee compiles email messages, official documents, and secret 

correspondence — creating a compulsively readable and surprisingly touching novel 

about misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's role in an absurd world. 

The Art of Racing in the Rain – by Stein, Garth                      FIC STEIN 

Enzo knows he is different from other dogs: a philosopher with a nearly human soul 

(and an obsession with opposable thumbs), he has educated himself by watching 

television extensively, and by listening very closely to the words of his master, Denny 

Swift, an up-and-coming race car driver. Through Denny, Enzo has gained tremendous 

insight into the human condition, and in this unforgettable contemporary fiction, he sees 

that life, like racing, isn't simply about going fast. Using the techniques needed on the 

racetrack, one can successfully navigate all of life's ordeals. 

On the eve of his death, Enzo takes stock of his life, recalling all that he and his family 

have been through in a heartfelt story of family drama: the sacrifices Denny has made 

to succeed professionally; the unexpected loss of Eve, Denny's wife; the three-year 

battle over their daughter, Zoë, whose maternal grandparents pulled every string to gain 

custody. In the end, despite what he sees as his own limitations, Enzo comes through 

heroically to preserve the Swift family, holding in his heart the dream that Denny will 

become a racing champion with Zoë at his side. 

A heart-wrenching but deeply funny and ultimately uplifting story of family, love, loyalty, 

and hope, The Art of Racing in the Rain is a beautifully crafted and captivating piece of 

family life fiction that looks at the wonders and absurdities of human life...as only a dog 

could tell it. 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=9147a7d9-0f70-11ee-93ed-81e1bf1a3b3f&entityType=Agent
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Idaho 

Pines – by Crouch, Blake                            FIC CROUCH (Available through 

the Consortium) 
Secret Service agent Ethan Burke arrives in Wayward Pines, Idaho, with a mission: 

locate two federal agents who went missing in the bucolic town one month earlier. But 

within minutes of his arrival, Ethan is involved in a violent accident. He comes to in a 

hospital, with no ID, no cell phone, and no briefcase. 

As the days pass, Ethan’s investigation turns up more questions than answers: Why 

can’t he get any phone calls through to his wife and son in the outside world? Why 

doesn’t anyone believe he is who he says he is? And what is the purpose of the 

electrified fences surrounding the town? Are they meant to keep the residents in? Or 

something else out? 

Each step closer to the truth takes Ethan farther from the world he knew, from the man 

he was, until he must face a horrifying fact—he may never get out of Wayward Pines 

alive. 

The nail-bitingly suspenseful opening installment in Blake Crouch’s blockbuster 

Wayward Pines trilogy, Pines is at once a brilliant mystery tale and the first step into a 

genre-bending saga of suspense, science fiction, and horror. 

15 Summers Later – by Thayne, RaeAnne                      FIC THAYNE 

Ava Howell's husband leaves her after she publishes a best-selling memoir that 

describes what happened to her and her sister and must rebuild her life with her sibling, 

who is in love with a man whose dad died protecting her. 

Educated – by Westover, Tara                                             270.092 WES 

Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to 

survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world by 

stockpiling home-canned peaches and sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag." In the 

summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a midwife and healer, and in the winter 

she salvaged in her father's junkyard. The family was so isolated from mainstream 

society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and no one 

to intervene when one of Tara's older brothers became violent. As a way out, Tara 

began to educate herself, learning enough mathematics and grammar to be admitted to 

Brigham Young University. Her quest for knowledge would transform her, taking her 

over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she 

wonder if she'd traveled too far, if there was still a way home. With the acute insight that 

distinguishes all great writers, Tara Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age 

story that gets to the heart of what an education offers: the perspective to see one's life 

through new eyes, and the will to change it. 
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Wyoming 

Open Season – by Bo, C. J                             MYS BOX (Available through 

the Consortium) 
Joe Pickett is the new game warden in Twelve Sleep, Wyoming, a town where nearly 

everyone hunts and the game warden—especially one like Joe who won't take bribes or 

look the other way—is far from popular. When he finds a local hunting outfitter dead, 

splayed out on the woodpile behind his state-owned home, he takes it personally. There 

had to be a reason that the outfitter, with whom he's had run-ins before, chose his 

backyard, his woodpile to die in. Even after the "outfitter murders," as they have been 

dubbed by the local press after the discovery of the two more bodies, are solved, Joe 

continues to investigate, uneasy with the easy explanation offered by the local police. 

As Joe digs deeper into the murders, he soon discovers that the outfitter brought more 

than death to his backdoor: he brought Joe an endangered species, thought to be 

extinct, which is now living in his woodpile. But if word of the existence of this 

endangered species gets out, it will destroy any chance of InterWest, a multi-national 

natural gas company, building an oil pipeline that would bring the company billions of 

dollars across Wyoming, through the mountains and forests of Twelve Sleep. The closer 

Joe comes to the truth behind the outfitter murders, the endangered species and 

InterWest, the closer he comes to losing everything he holds dear. 

Happiness for Beginners – by Center, Katherine      FIC CENTER(Available 

through the Consortium) 
Helen Carpenter can't quite seem to bounce back. Newly divorced at thirty-two, her life 

has fallen apart beyond her ability to put it together again. So when her annoying 

younger brother, Duncan, convinces her to sign up for a hardcore wilderness survival 

course in the backwoods of Wyoming—she hopes it'll be exactly what she needs. 

Instead, it's a disaster. It's nothing like she wants, or expects, or anticipates. She doesn't 

anticipate the surprise summer blizzard, for example—or the blisters, or the rutting elk, 

or the mean pack of sorority girls. And she especially doesn’t anticipate that her 

annoying brother's even-more-annoying best friend, Jake, will show up for the exact 

same course—and distract her, derail her, and . . . kiss her. 

But it turns out sometimes disaster can teach you exactly the things you need to learn. 

Like how to keep going, even when you think you can't. How being scared can make 

you brave. And how sometimes getting really, really lost is your only hope of getting 

found. 

Happiness for Beginners is Katherine Center at her most heart-warming, captivating 

best—a nourishing, page-turning, up-all-night read about how to get back up. It's a story 

that looks at how our struggles lead us to our strengths. How love is always worth it. 

And how the more good things we look for, the more we find. 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=f74add70-0f6b-11ee-b632-0b395ee0a927&entityType=Agent
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Celine – by Heller, Peter                                                           FIC HELLER 

Working out of her jewel box of an apartment at the base of the Brooklyn Bridge, Celine 

has made a career of tracking down missing persons, and she has a better record at it 

than the FBI. But when a young woman, Gabriela, asks for her help, a world of mystery 

and sorrow opens up. Gabriela's father was a photographer who went missing on the 

border of Montana and Wyoming. He was assumed to have died from a grizzly mauling, 

but his body was never found. Now, as Celine and her partner head to Yellowstone 

National Park, investigating a trail gone cold, it becomes clear that they are being 

followed—that this is a case someone desperately wants to keep closed. Inspired by the 

life of Heller’s own remarkable mother, a chic and iconoclastic private eye, Celine is a 

deeply personal novel, a wildly engrossing story of family, privilege, and childhood loss. 

Combining the exquisite plotting and gorgeous evocation of nature that have become 

his hallmarks, Peter Heller gives us his finest work to date. 

The Cold Dish – by Johnson, Craig                                         FIC JOHNSON 

Fans of Ace Atkins, Nevada Barr and Robert B. Parker will love this outstanding first 

novel, in which Craig Johnson draws on his deep attachment to the American West to 

produce a literary mystery of stunning authenticity. 

After twenty-five years as sheriff of Absaroka County, Walt Longmire’s hopes of finishing 

out his tenure in peace are dashed when Cody Pritchard is found dead near the 

Northern Cheyenne Reservation. Two years earlier, Cody was one of four high school 

boys given suspended sentences for raping a local Cheyenne girl. Somebody, it would 

seem, is seeking vengeance, and Longmire might be the only thing standing between 

the three remaining boys and a Sharps .45-70 rifle. 

With lifelong friend Henry Standing Bear, Deputy Victoria Moretti, and a cast of 

characters both tragic and humorous enough to fill in the vast emptiness of the high 

plains, Walt Longmire attempts to see that revenge, a dish best served cold, is never 

served at all. 

Utah 

Under the Banner of Heaven – by Krakauer, John               289.33 KRA 

Traces the events that surrounded the 1984 murder of a woman and her child by 

fundamentalist Mormons Ron and Dan Lafferty, exploring the belief systems and 

traditions that mark the faith's most extreme factions. 

The Mountain Between Us – by Martin, Charles                     FIC MARTIN 

When a blizzard strands them in Salt Lake City, two strangers agree to charter a plane 

together, hoping to return home; Ben Payne is a gifted surgeon returning from a 

conference, and Ashley Knox, a magazine writer, is en route to her wedding. But when 

unthinkable tragedy strikes, the pair find themselves stranded in Utah’s most remote 
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wilderness in the dead of winter, badly injured and miles from civilization. Without food 

or shelter, and only Ben’s mountain climbing gear to protect themselves, Ashley and 

Ben’s chances for survival look bleak, but their reliance on each other sparks an 

immediate connection, which soon evolves into something more. 

 Days in the mountains become weeks, as their hope for rescue dwindles. How will they 

make it out of the wilderness and if they do, how will this experience change them 

forever? Heart-wrenching and unputdownable, The Mountain Between Us will reaffirm 

your belief in the power of love to sustain us. 

When the Emperor was Divine – by Otsuka, Julie                FIC OTSUKA 

On a sunny day in Berkeley, California, in 1942, a woman sees a sign in a post office 

window, returns to her home, and matter-of-factly begins to pack her family's 

possessions. Like thousands of other Japanese Americans they have been reclassified, 

virtually overnight, as enemy aliens and are about to be uprooted from their home and 

sent to a dusty incarceration camp in the Utah desert. 

In this lean and devastatingly evocative first novel, Julie Otsuka tells their story from five 

flawlessly realized points of view and conveys the exact emotional texture of their 

experience: the thin-walled barracks and barbed-wire fences, the omnipresent fear and 

loneliness, the unheralded feats of heroism. When the Emperor Was Divine is a work of 

enormous power that makes a shameful episode of our history as immediate as today's 

headlines. 

My Story – by Smart, Elizabeth                                         B SMART 

For the first time, ten years after her abduction from her Salt Lake City bedroom, 

Elizabeth Smart reveals how she survived and the secret to forging a new life in the 

wake of a brutal crime On June 5, 2002, fourteen-year-old Elizabeth Smart, the 

daughter of a close-knit Mormon family, was taken from her home in the middle of the 

night by religious fanatic, Brian David Mitchell and his wife, Wanda Barzee. She was 

kept chained, dressed in disguise, repeatedly raped, and told she and her family would 

bekilled if she tried to escape. After her rescue on March 12, 2003, she rejoined her 

family and worked to pick up the pieces of her life. Now for the first time, in her memoir, 

MY STORY, she tells of the constant fear she endured every hour, her courageous 

determination to maintain hope, and how she devised a plan to manipulate her captors 

and convinced them to return to Utah, where she was rescued minutes after arriving. 

Smart explains how her faith helped her stay sane in the midst of a nightmare and how 

she found the strength to confront her captors at their trial and see that justice was 
Gilmour, whom she met doing mission work in served. In the nine years after her 

rescue, Smart transformed from victim to advocate, traveling the country and working to 

educate, inspire and foster change. Shehas created a foundation to help prevent crimes 

against children and is a frequent public speaker. In 2012, she married Matthew Paris 
for her church, in a fairy tale wedding that made the cover of People magazine. 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=49fb8c7b-0f70-11ee-93ed-4faf07e3f41a&entityType=Agent
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Oklahoma 

The Long and Faraway Gone – by Berney, Lou             MYS BERNEY 

In the summer of 1986, two tragedies rocked Oklahoma City. Six movie-theater 

employees were killed in an armed robbery, while one inexplicably survived. Then, a 

teenage girl vanished from the annual State Fair. Neither crime was ever solved. 

Twenty-five years later, the reverberations of those unsolved cases quietly echo through 

survivors' lives. A private investigator in Vegas, Wyatt's latest inquiry takes him back to a 

past he's tried to escape-- and drags him deeper into the harrowing mystery ofthe movie 

house robbery that left six of his friends dead. Like Wyatt, Julianna struggles with the 

past-- with the day her beautiful older sister Genevieve disappeared. When Julianna 

discovers that one of the original suspects has resurfaced, she'll stop at nothing to find 

answers. As fate brings these damaged souls together, their obsessive quests spark 

sexual currents neither can resist. But will their shared passion and obsession heal 

them, or push them closer to the edge? Even if they find the truth, will it help them 

understand what happened, that long and faraway gone summer? Will it set them free-- 

or ultimately destroy them? 

Killers of The Flower Moon – by Grann, David                976.6004 GRA 

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage 

Indian nation in Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their land, they rode in 

chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe. 

Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an Osage 

woman, Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. Her relatives were shot and poisoned. 

And it was just the beginning, as more and more members of the tribe began to die 

under suspicious circumstances. In this last remnant of the Wild West, many of those 

who dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered. As the death toll 

climbed to more than twenty-four, the relatively new FBI took over. It was one of the 

organization's first major homicide cases but the bureau badly bungled the investigation. 

In desperation, the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger 

named Tom White to unravel the mystery. White put together an undercover team, 

including an American Indian agent in the bureau. Together with the Osage they began 

to expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in American history. 

The Outsiders – by Hinton, S.E                                     YA FIC HINTON 

No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things figured 

out. He knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows 

that he can count on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like 

Johnny and Two-Bit. But not on much else besides trouble with the Socs, a vicious gang 

of rich kids whose idea of a good time is beating up on “greasers” like Ponyboy. At least 

he knows what to expect—until the night someone takes things too far. 
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The Outsiders is a dramatic and enduring work of young adult fiction that laid the 

groundwork for the genre. S. E. Hinton’s classic novel of a boy who finds himself on the 

outskirts of regular society remains as powerful today as it was the day it was first 

published. 

Where the Heart Is – by Letts, Billie                                  FIC LETTS 

Novalee Nation, seventeen and pregnant, finds herself stranded outside a Wal-Mart in 

Sequoyah, Oklahoma with $7.77 in her pocket and no one to turn to for help. 

New Mexico 

Hannah’s War – by Eliasberg, Jan                            FIC ELIASBERG 

A thrilling historical debut about a female scientist working to develop the first atomic 

bomb during World War II, and the young military investigator determined to uncover 

her secret past. 

The Five Wounds – by Quade, Kristin Valdez                   FIC QUADE 

It's Holy Week in the small town of Las Penas, New Mexico, and thirty-three-year-old 

unemployed Amadeo Padilla has been given the part of Jesus in the Good Friday 

procession. He is preparing feverishly for this role when his fifteen-year-old daughter 

Angel shows up pregnant on his doorstep and disrupts his plans. Their reunion sets her 

own life down a startling path. Vivid, tender, darkly funny, and beautifully rendered, The 

Five Wounds spans the baby's first year as five generations of the Padilla family 

converge: Amadeo's mother, Yolanda, reeling from a recent discovery; Angel's mother, 

whom Angel isn't speaking to; and disapproving Tío Tíve, keeper of the family's history. 

In the absorbing, realist tradition of Elizabeth Strout and Jonathan Franzen, Kirstin 

Valdez Quade conjures characters that will linger long after the final page, bringing to 

life their struggles to parent children they may not be equipped to save. 

Bomb – by Sheinkin, Steve                                                  YA 623.4511 SHE 

Recounts the scientific discoveries that enabled atom splitting, the military intelligence 

operations that occurred in rival countries, and the work of brilliant scientists hidden at 

Los Alamos. 

Arizona 

Desert Heat – by Jance, J.A                                      MYS JANCE 

A cop lies dying beneath the blistering Arizona sun—a local lawman who may well have 

become the next sheriff of Cochise County. The police brass claim that Andy Brady was 

dirty, and that his shooting was a suicide attempt. Joanna Brady, his devoted wife and 

mother of their nine-year-old daughter, knows a cover-up when she hears one . . . 

and murder when she sees it. But her determined efforts to hunt down an assassin and 
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clear her husband's name are placing Joanna and her surviving family in harm's way—

because in the desert, the one thing more lethal than a rattler's bite . . . is the truth. 

The Bean Trees – by Kingsolver, Barbara                     FIC KINGSOLVER 

When Taylor Greer hits the road she has no real destination, only to get as far from 

Kentucky as possible. By the time she ends up in Arizona, she has inherited a three-

year-old Cherokee girl from an Indian woman she met in a bar. 

These Is My Words – by Turner, Nancy E                      FIC TURNER (Available 

through the Consortium) 
A moving, exciting, and heartfelt American family saga inspired by the author's own 

family memoirs, these words belong to Sarah Prine, a woman of spirit and fire who 

forges a full and remarkable existence in a harsh, unfamiliar frontier. Scrupulously 

recording her steps down the path Providence has set her upon—from child to 

determined young adult to loving mother—she shares the turbulent events, both joyous 

and tragic, that molded her, and recalls the enduring love story with cavalry officer 

Captain Jack Elliot that gave her strength and purpose. 

Rich in authentic everyday details of frontier life and alive with truly unforgettable 

characters, These Is My Words brilliantly brings a vanished world to breathtaking life 

again. 

Alaska 

The Great Alone – by Hannah, Kristen                        FIC HANNAH 

Alaska, 1974. Ernt Allbright came home from the Vietnam War a changed and volatile 

man. When he loses yet another job, he makes the impulsive decision to move his wife 

and daughter north where they will live off the grid in America's last true frontier. Cora 

will do anything for the man she loves, even if it means following him into the 

unknown. Thirteen-year-old Leni, caught in the riptide of her parents' passionate, stormy 

relationship, has little choice but to go along, daring to hope this new land promises her 

family a better future. In a wild, remote corner of Alaska, the Allbrights find a fiercely 

independent community of strong men and even stronger women. The long, sunlit days 

and the generosity of the locals make up for the newcomers' lack of preparation and 

dwindling resources. But as winter approaches and darkness descends, Ernt's fragile 

mental state deteriorates. Soon the perils outside pale in comparison to threats from 

within. In their small cabin, covered in snow, blanketed in eighteen hours of night, Leni 

and her mother learn the terrible truth: they are on their own. 

The Snow Child – by Ivey, Eowyn                                     FIC IVEY 

Alaska, 1920: a brutal place to homestead, and especially tough for recent arrivals Jack 

and Mabel. Childless, they are drifting apart--he breaking under the weight of the work 

of the farm; she crumbling from loneliness and despair. In a moment of levity during the 
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season's first snowfall, they build a child out of snow. The next morning the snow child is 

gone--but they glimpse a young, blonde-haired girl running through the trees. This little 

girl, who calls herself Faina, seems to be a child of the woods. She hunts with a red fox 

at her side, skims lightly across the snow, and somehow survives alone in the Alaskan 

wilderness. As Jack and Mabel struggle to understand this child who could have 

stepped from the pages of a fairy tale, they come to love her as their own daughter. But 

in this beautiful, violent place things are rarely as they appear, and what they eventually 

learn about Faina will transform all of them. 

Alaska – by Michener, James                                     FIC MICHENER 

The high points in the story of Alaska since the American acquisition are brought vividly 

to life through more than 100 characters, real and fictional. Another told-from-the-

beginning-of-time Michener saga, this one featuring Alaska. The book begins a billion 

years ago. Its first characters are the mastodon and the woolly mammoth, followed by 

such other settlers as the Eskimos, Athapaskans, and Russians. Vignettes of characters 

as varied as the Danish navigator Vitus Bering, who explored Alaska for Russia's Peter 

the Great, and Kendra Scott, the young Colorado teacher who taught the Eskimo 

children during the recent Prudhoe Bay oil boom, illustrate the colorful history of this 

vast and exploited land. Early on the book is vintage Michener, but the momentum 

encounters an Arctic chill midway. Final sections are trite, uneven, and overloaded with 

stereotypes. Too cumbersome to be called fiction, but Michener fans will demand it 

anyway. 

Hawaii 

Moloka'i – by Brennert, Alan                                   FIC BRENNERT 

Young Rachel Kalama, growing up in idyllic Honolulu in the 1890s, is part of a big, 

loving Hawaiian family, and dreams of seeing the far-off lands that her father, a 

merchant seaman, often visits. But at the age of seven, Rachel and her dreams are 

shattered by the discovery that she has leprosy. Forcibly removed from her family, she 

is sent to Kalaupapa, the isolated leper colony on the island of Moloka'i. 

In her exile she finds a family of friends to replace the family she's lost: a native healer, 

Haleola, who becomes her adopted "auntie" and makes Rachel aware of the rich culture 

and mythology of her people; Sister Mary Catherine Voorhies, one of the Franciscan 

sisters who care for young girls at Kalaupapa; and the beautiful, worldly Leilani, who 

harbors a surprising secret. At Kalaupapa she also meets the man she will one day 

marry. 

True to historical accounts, Moloka'i is the story of an extraordinary human drama, the 

full scope and pathos of which has never been told before in fiction. But Rachel's life, 

though shadowed by disease, isolation, and tragedy, is also one of joy, courage, and 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=0bfbe5a4-9359-53af-b095-1c304bc475d8&entityType=FormatGroup
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dignity. This is a story about life, not death; hope, not despair. It is not about the failings 

of flesh, but the strength of the human spirit. 

Hula – by Hakes, Jasmin 'Iolani                                            FIC HAKES 

A young daughter of the legendary Hawaiian Naupaka dynasty dreams of healing the rift in 
her family by competing in and winning the next Miss Aloha Hula contest and proving 
herself worthy of carrying on her family's name. 

The Unhoneymooners – by Laurens, Christina                FIC LAUREN 
Olive Torres is used to being the unlucky twin: from inexplicable mishaps to a recent layoff, 
her life seems to be almost comically jinxed. By contrast, her sister Ami is an eternal 
champion ... she even managed to finance her entire wedding by winning a slew of 
contests. Unfortunately for Olive, the only thing worse than constant bad luck is having to 
spend the wedding day with the best man (and her nemesis), Ethan Thomas. Olive braces 
herself for wedding hell, determined to put on a brave face, but when the entire wedding 
party gets food poisoning, the only people who aren't affected are Olive and Ethan. 
Suddenly there's a free honeymoon up for grabs, and Olive will be damned if Ethan gets to 
enjoy paradise solo. Agreeing to a temporary truce, the pair head for Maui. After all, ten 
days of bliss is worth having to assume the role of loving newlyweds, right? But the weird 
thing is . . . Olive doesn't mind playing pretend. In fact, the more she pretends to be the 
luckiest woman alive, the more it feels like she might be. 
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