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Silken Gazelles — by Alharthi, Jokha FIC ALHARTHI
Years after her friend Asiya is forced to their small mountainside village, Ghazaala,
never giving up on finding a love that might replace the bond they shared, recounts the
story of her deepening, transformative friendship with Harir, a fellow college student, at
different stages of life.

Bat Eater and Other Names for Cora Zeng — by Baker, Kylie Lee

FIC BAKER(Available through the Consortium)
Cora Zeng is a crime scene cleaner . . . in Chinatown. The bloody messes don't bother
her, not when she's already witnessed the most horrific thing possible: her sister being
pushed in front of a train. Before fleeing the scene, the murderer whispered two words:
bat eater. Months pass, the Killer is never caught, and Cora can barely keep herself
together. . .. Cora tries to ignore the rising dread in her stomach, even when she and
her weird co-workers begin finding bat carcasses at their crime scene clean-ups. But
Cora can't ignore the fact that all their recent clean-ups have been the bodies of East
Asian women.

White Chrysanthemum — by Bracht, Mary Lynn FIC BRACHT
Korea, 1943. Hana has lived her entire life under Japanese occupation. As a haenyeo, a
female diver of the sea, she enjoys an independence that few other Koreans can still
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claim. Until the day Hana saves her younger sister from a Japanese soldier and is
herself captured and transported to Manchuria. There she is forced to become a
“‘comfort woman” in a Japanese military brothel. But haenyeo are women of power and
strength. She will find her way home.

South Korea, 2011. Emi has spent more than sixty years trying to forget the sacrifice her
sister made, but she must confront the past to discover peace. Seeing the healing of her
children and her country, can Emi move beyond the legacy of war to find forgiveness?
Suspenseful, hopeful, and ultimately redemptive, White Chrysanthemum tells a story of
two sisters whose love for each other is strong enough to triumph over the grim evils of
war.

Everything | learned, | learned in a Chinese Restaurant — by Chin, Curtis

791.4302 CHI
The cofounder of the Asian American Writers' Workshop tells his story of growing up as
a gay Chinese kid in 1980s Detroit and how he found refuge in a welcoming Chinese
restaurant.

The Stand- In — by Chu, Lily ROMANCE CHU
Gracie Reed is doing just fine. Sure, she was fired by her overly "friendly" boss, and yes
she still hasn't gotten her mother into the nursing home of their dreams, but she's
healthy, she's (somewhat) happy, and she's (mostly) holding it all together. But when a
mysterious SUV pulls up beside her, revealing Chinese cinema's golden couple Wei
Fangli and Sam Yao, Gracie's world is turned on its head. The famous actress has a
proposition: due to their uncanny resemblance, Fangli wants Gracie to be her stand-in.
The catch? Gracie will have to be escorted by Sam, the most attractive - and infuriating
- man Gracie's ever met. If it means getting the money she needs for her mother,
Gracie's in. Soon Gracie moves into a world of luxury she never knew existed. But
resisting Sam, and playing the role of an elegant movie star, proves more difficult than
she ever imagined--especially when she learns the real reason Fangli so desperately
needs her help. In the end all the lists in the world won't be able to help Gracie keep up
this elaborate ruse without losing herself...and her heart.

Counterweight — by Djuna SF DJUNA

For fans of the worlds of Philip K. Dick, Squid Game, and Severance: An absorbing tale
of corporate intrigue, political unrest, unsolved mysteries, and the havoc wreaked by
one company's monomaniacal endeavor to build the world's first space elevator--from
one of South Korea's most revered science fiction writers, whose identity remains
unknown. On the fictional island of Patusan--and much to the ire of the Patusan natives-
-the Korean conglomerate LK is constructing an elevator into Earth's orbit, gradually
turning this one-time tropical resort town into a teeming travel hub: a gateway to and
from our planet. Up in space, holding the elevator's "spider cable" taut, is a mass of



space junk known as the counterweight. And it's here that lies the key--a trove of
personal data left by LK's former CEO, of dire consequence to the company's, and
humanity's, future. Racing up the elevator to retrieve the data is a host of rival forces:
Mac, the novel's narrator and LK's Chief of External Affairs, increasingly disillusioned
with his employer; the everyman Choi Gangwu, unwittingly at the center of Mac's
investigations; the former CEQO's brilliant niece and his power-hungry son; and a violent
officer from LK's Security Division, Rex Tamaki--all caught in a labyrinth fake identities,
neuro-implant "Worms," and old political grievances held by the Patusan Liberation
Front, the army of island natives determined to protect their sovereignty. Conceived by
Djuna as a low-budget science fiction film, with literary references as wide-ranging as
Joseph Conrad and the Marquis de Sade, The Counterweight is part cyberpunk, part
hardboiled detective fiction, and part parable of Korea's neocolonial ambition and its
rippling effects.

The Pearl that Broke Its Shell — by Hashimi, Nadia FIC HASHIMI
Set in Afghanistan, this emotionally engaging first novel uses alternating chapters to
weave together the story of nine -year-old Rahima and her sisters with that of their
great-great-grandmother Sheekiba.

Twisted Love — by Huang, Ana FIC HUANG

Alex Volkov is a devil blessed with the face of an angel and cursed with a past he can't
escape. Driven by a tragedy that has haunted him for most of his life, his ruthless
pursuits for success and vengeance leave little room for matters of the heart. But when
he's forced to look after his best friend's sister, he starts to feel something in his chest: A
crack. A melt. A fire that could end his world as he knew it. Ava Chen is a free spirit
trapped by nightmares of a childhood she can't remember. But despite her broken past,
she's never stopped seeing the beauty in the world...including the heart beneath the icy
exterior of a man she shouldn't want. Her brother's best friend. Her neighbor. Her savior
and her downfall. Theirs is a love that was never supposed to happen--but when it does,
it unleashes secrets that could destroy them both...and everything they hold dear.

Detective Aunty — by Jalaluddin, Uzma MYS JALALUDDIN
After her husband's unexpected death eighteen months ago, Kausar Khan never
thought she'd receive another phone call as heartbreaking--until her thirty-something
daughter, Sana, phones to say that she's been arrested for killing the unpopular landlord
ofher clothing boutique. Determined to help her child, Kausar heads to Toronto for

the first time in nearly twenty years. Returning to the Golden Crescent suburb where
she raised her children and where her daughter still lives, Kausar finds that the thriving
neighborhood she remembered has changed. The murder of Sana's landlord is only the
latest in a wave of local crimes which have gone unsolved. And the facts of the case are
troubling: Sana found the man dead in her shop at a suspiciously early hour, with a
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dagger from her windowfront display plunged in his chest. And Kausar--a woman with a
keen sense of observation and deep wisdom honed by her years--senses there's more
to the story than her daughter is telling. With the help of some old friends and her plucky
teenage granddaughter, Kausar digs into the investigation to uncover the truth. Because
who better to pry answers from unwilling suspects than a meddlesome aunty? But even
Kausar can't predict the secrets, lies, and betrayals she finds along the way.

The Unlikely Adventures of Sherqill Sisters — by Jaswal, Balli Kaur

FIC JASWAL
Three Punjabi sisters embarking on a pilgrimage to their homeland to lay their mother
to rest.
The British-born Punjabi Shergill sisters—Rajni, Jezmeen, and Shirina—were never
close and barely got along growing up, and now as adults, have grown even further
apart. Rajni, a school principal is a stickler for order. Jezmeen, a thirty-year-old
struggling actress, fears her big break may never come. Shirina, the peacemaking
"good" sister married into wealth and enjoys a perfect picture life.
On her deathbed, their mother voices one last wish: that her daughters will make a
pilgrimage together to the Golden Temple in Amritsar to carry out her final rites. After a
trip to India with her mother long ago, Rajni vowed never to return. But she's always
been a dutiful daughter, and cannot, even now, refuse her mother's request. Jezmeen
has just been publicly fired from her television job, so the trip to India is a welcome
break to help her pick up the pieces of her broken career. Shirina's in-laws are pushing
her to make a pivotal decision about her married life; time away will help her decide
whether to meekly obey, or to bravely stand up for herself for the first time.
Arriving in India, these sisters will make unexpected discoveries about themselves, their
mother, and their lives—and learn the real story behind the trip Rajni took with their
Mother long ago—a momentous journey that resulted in Mum never being able to return
to India again.
The Unlikely Adventures of the Shergill Sisters is a female take on the Indian travel
narrative. "l was curious about how different the trip would be if it were undertaken by
women, who are vulnerable to different dangers in a male-dominated society," Balli Kaur
Jaswal writes. "l also wanted to explore the tensions between tradition and modernity in
immigrant communities, and particularly how those tensions play out among women like
these sisters, who are the first generation to be raised outside of India."
Powerful, emotionally evocative, and wonderfully atmospheric, The Unlikely Adventures
of the Shergill Sisters is a charming and thoughtful story that illuminates the bonds of
family, sisterhood, and heritage that tether us despite our differences. Funny and
heartbreaking, it is a reminder of the truly important things we must treasure in our lives.



Six Days in Bombay — by Joshi, Alka FIC JOSHI

When renowned painter Mira Novak arrives at Wadia hospital in Bombay after a
miscarriage, she's expected to make a quick recovery, and Sona is excited to spend
time with the worldly woman who shares her half-Indian identity, even if that's where
their similarities end. Sona is enraptured by Mira's stories of her travels and shocked by
accounts of the many lovers she's left scattered through Europe. Over the course of a
week, Mira befriends Sona, seeing in her something bigger than the small life she's
living with her mother. Mira is released from the hospital just in time to attend a lavish
engagement party with all of Bombay society and invites Sona along. But the next day,
Mira is readmitted to the hospital in worse condition than before, and when she dies
under mysterious circumstances, Sona immediately falls under suspicion. Before
leaving the hospital in disgrace, Sona is given a note Mira left for her, along with her
four favorite paintings. But how could she have known to leave a note if she didn't know
she was going to die? The note sends Sona on a mission to deliver three of the
paintings--the first to Petra, Mira's childhood friend and first love in Prague; the second
to her art dealer Josephine in Paris; the third to her first painting tutor, Paolo, with whom
both Mira and her mother had affairs. As Sona uncovers Mira's history, she learns that
the charming facade she'd come to know was only one part of a complicated and
sometimes cruel woman. But can she discover what really happened to Mira and
exonerate herself? Along the way, Sona also comes to terms with her own complex
history and the English father who deserted her and her mother in India so many years
ago.

Unmarriageable — by Kamal, Soniah FIC KAMAL

In this retelling of Pride and Prejudice set in modern-day Pakistan, Alys Binat has sworn
never to marry--until an encounter with one Mr. Darsee at a wedding makes her
reconsider. A scandal and vicious rumor in the Binat family have destroyed their fortune
and prospects for desirable marriages, but Alys, the second and most practical of the
five Binat daughters, has found happiness teaching English literature to schoolgirls.
Knowing that many of her students won't make it to graduation before dropping out to
marry and start having children, Alys teaches them about Jane Austen and her other
literary heroes and hopes to inspire them to dream of more. When an invitation arrives
to the biggest wedding their small town has seen in years, Mrs. Binat excitedly sets to
work preparing her daughters to fish for eligible--and rich--bachelors, certain that their
luck is about to change. On the first night of the festivities, Alys's lovely older sister,
Jena, catches the eye of one of the most eligible bachelors. Buthis friend Valentine
Darsee is clearly unimpressed by the Binat family. Alys accidentally overhears his
unflattering assessment of her and quickly dismisses him and his snobbish ways. But as
the days of lavish wedding parties unfold, the Binats wait breathlessly to see if Jena will
land a proposal--and Alys begins to realize that Darsee's brusque manner may be
hiding a very different man from the one she saw at first glance.



The Lion Women of Tehran — by Kamali, Marjan FIC KAMALI
When Homa, a girl from her childhood, reappears in her privileged world, Ellie, amidst
Iran's political turmoil, joins her in pursuing their goals for meaningful futures until one
earth-shattering betrayal has far-reaching consequences, altering the course of

both their lives.

The Stationery Shop — by Kamali, Marjan FIC KAMALI

A novel set in 1953 Tehran, against the backdrop of the Iranian Coup, about a young
couple in love who are separated on the eve of their marriage, and who are reunited
sixty years later, after having moved on to live independent lives in America, to discover
the truth about what happened on that fateful day in the town square.

When Devils Sing — by Kaur, Xan YA FIC KAUR (Available through the
Consortium)

Four unlikely allies in a small Southern town investigate the disappearance of a local
teen, uncovering a dark and ancient evil rooted in their community, far more sinister
than they could have imagined. In a small Southern town, four unlikely allies investigate
the disappearance of a local teen, uncovering a dark and ancient evil lurking beneath
their community, far more sinister than they ever imagined.

Collide — by Khabar, Bal FIC KHABRA (Available through the Consortium)
She's an honors student with ambitious graduate school plans and he's a jock with only
hockey on his mind, but once their worlds collide, their connection is hot enough to melt
an ice rink. An ultimatum from Summer Preston's thesis advisor thrusts her into an
unexpected collision with the hockey team's captain, Aiden Crawford. She's caught
between conflicting desires of fulfilling her lifelong dream of becoming a sport
psychologist and staying as far away as possible from the god-awful sport. And once
she meets Aiden--well, let's just say he confirms all her worst assumptions about hockey
players. Being the captain of the college hockey team has its perks, except when a
reckless mistake by Aiden's team threatens to jeopardize their entire season. As
punishment, Aiden's coach nominates him as the subject of a student research project.
Participating is the last thing he wants to do, especially since the girl leading the project
looks like she could wield his skates as a weapon. Summer can't stand Aiden's blasae
approach to life, and Aiden doesn't understand why she's twenty years old with a
twenty-five-year plan. But their bickering soon turns to bantering--and once they let their
guards down, there's nothing to check their feelings.

Happiness Falls — by Kim, Angie FIC KIM
We didn't call the police right away. When Mia's father doesn't come home from a walk
in the local nature reserve, she doesn't think much of it. He must've turned off his
phone. Or his battery died. Or he probably stopped for an errand--but doing what



exactly? Soon more questions arise and it becomes clear to Mia and her family that he
is missing. Or is he?

Yellowface — by Kuang, R.F FIC KUANG
What's the harm in a pseudonym? Bestselling sensation Juniper Song is not who she
says she is, she didn't write the book she claims she wrote, and she is most certainly
not Asian American--in this chilling and hilariously cutting novel from the #1 New York
Times bestselling author R. F. Kuang in the vein of White vy and The Other Black

Girl. Authors June Hayward and Athena Liu were supposed to be twin rising stars: same
year at Yale, same debut year in publishing. But Athena's a cross-genre literary darling,
and June didn't even get a paperback release. Nobody wants stories about basic white
girls, June thinks. So when June witnesses Athena's death in a freak accident, she acts
on impulse: she steals Athena's just-finished masterpiece, an experimental novel about
the unsung contributions of Chinese laborers to the British and French war efforts
during World War I. So what if June edits Athena's novel and sends it to her agent as
her own work? So what if she lets her new publisher rebrand her as Juniper Song--
complete with an ambiguously ethnic author photo? Doesn't this piece of history
deserve to be told, whoever the teller? That's what June claims, and the New York
Times bestseller list seems to agree. But June can't get away from Athena's shadow,
and emerging evidence threatens to bring June's (stolen) success down around her. As
June races to protect her secret, she discovers exactly how far she will go to keep what
she thinks she deserves.

Lies and Weddings — by Kwan, Kevin FIC KWAN

Rufus Leung Gresham, future Earl of Greshambury and son of a former Hong Kong
supermodel has a problem: the legendary Gresham Trust has been depleted by
decades of profligate spending, and behind all the magazine covers and Instagram
stories manors and yachts lies nothing more than a gargantuan mountain of debt. The
only solution, put forth by Rufus's scheming mother, is for Rufus to attend his sister's
wedding at a luxury eco-resort, a veritable who's-who of sultans, barons, and oligarchs,
and seduce awoman with money. Should he marry Solaene de Courcy, a French hotel
heiress with honey blond tresses and a royal bloodline? Should he pursue Martha
Dung, the tattooed venture capital genius who passes out billions like lollipops? Or
should he follow his heart, betray his family, squander his legacy, and finally confess his
love to the literal girl next door, the humble daughter of a doctor, Eden Tong? When a
volcanic eruption burns through the nuptials and a hot mic exposes a secret tryst, the
Gresham family plans-and their reputation-go up in flames. Can the once-great
dukedom rise from the ashes? Or will a secret tragedy, hidden for two decades, reveal a
shocking twist? In a globetrotting tale that takes us from the black sand beaches of
Hawaii to the skies of Marrakech, from the glitzy bachelor pads of Los Angeles to the
inner sanctums of England's oldest family estates, Kevin Kwan unfurls a juicy, hilarious,



sophisticated and thrillingly plotted story of love, money, murder, sex, and the lies we tell
about them all.

The Lowland — by Lahiri, Jhnumpa FIC LAHIRI

Two brothers bound by tragedy. A fiercely brilliant woman haunted by her past. A
country torn by revolution. A love that lasts long past death. An extraordinary new novel,
set in both India and America, that expands the scope and range of one of our most
dazzling storytellers: the best-selling author of The Namesake and Unaccustomed
Earth. Born just fifteen months apart, Subhash and Udayan Mitra are inseparable
brothers, one often mistaken for the other in the Calcutta neighborhood where they
grow up. But they are also opposites, with gravely different futures ahead. It is the
1960s, and Udayan--charismatic and impulsive--finds himself drawn to the Naxalite
movement, a rebellion waged to eradicate inequity and poverty; he will give everything,
risk all, for what he believes. Subhash, the dutiful son, does not share his brother's
political passion; he leaves home to pursue a life of scientific research in a quiet, coastal
corner of America.

Pachinko — by Lee, Min Jin FIC LEE

Pachinko follows one Korean family through the generations, beginning in early 1900s
Korea with Sunja, the prized daughter of a poor yet proud family, whose unplanned
pregnancy threatens to shame them all. Deserted by her lover, Sunja is saved when a
young tubercular minister offers to marry and bring her to Japan. So begins a sweeping
saga of an exceptional family in exile from its homeland and caught in the indifferent arc
of history. Through desperate struggles and hard-won triumphs, its members are bound
together by deep roots as they face enduring questions of faith, family, and identity.

Six Crimson Cranes — by Lim, Elizabeth YA FTSY LIM

The exiled Princess Shiori must unravel the curse that turned her six brothers into
cranes, and she is assisted by her spurned betrothed, a capricious dragon, and a paper
bird brought to life by her own magic.

Last Night at the Telegraph Club — by Lo, Malinda YAFIC LO

When Lily realizes she has feelings for a girl in her math class, it threatens Lily's oldest
friendships and even her father's citizenship status and eventually, Lily must decide if
owning her truth is worth everything she has ever known.

The Persians — by Mahloudji, Sanam FIC MAHLOUDJI
America in 1979: Shirin, a charismatic yet outrageous event planner in Houston who
considers herself the family's future, and Seema, a dreamy idealist-turned-housewife
languishing in the Meet the Valiat family. In Iran, they were somebodies. In America,
they're nobodies. First there is Elizabeth, the regal matriarch with the famously large
nose who stayed in Tehran during the revolution. She lives in a shabby apartment,



paranoid and alone. Except when she is visited by Niaz, her Islamic-law-breaking
granddaughter who takes her debauchery with a side of purpose, and yet somehow
manages to survive. Elizabeth's daughters left for chaparral-filled hills of Los Angeles.
And then there's the other granddaughter Bita, the self-righteous but lost law student
spending her days in New York City eating pancakes and quietly giving away her
belongings. When an annual vacation in Aspen goes wildly awry and Shirin ends up
being bailed out of jail by Bita, the family's brittle status quo is cracked open. Shirin
embarks upon a grand but half-baked quest to restore the family name. But what does
that even mean in a country where the Valiats never mattered? Will they ever realize
that life is more than just an old story?

The City and Its Uncertain Walls - by Murakami, Haruki  FIC MURAKAMI
The long-awaited new novel from Haruki Murakami, his first in six years, revisits a town
his readers will remember, a place where a Dream Reader reviews dreams and where
our shadows become untethered from our selves. A love story, a quest, an ode to books
and to the libraries that house them, and a parable for these strange post-

pandemic times. The City and lts Uncertain Walls is a singular and towering
achievement by one of modern literature's most important writers.

Kaikeyi — by Patel, Vaishnavi FIC PATEL (Available through the
Consortium)

| was born on the full moon under an auspicious constellation, the holiest of positions-
much good it did me." So begins Kaikeyi's tale. The only daughter of the kingdom of
Kekaya, she is raised on grand stories about the might and benevolence of the gods:
how they churned vast oceans to obtain the nectar of immortality, how they offer

the devoted and the wise magnificent boons, how they vanquish evil and ensure the
land prospers. Yet she watches as her father unceremoniously banishes her mother, her
own worth measured by how great a marriage alliance she can secure. And when she
calls upon the gods for help, they never seem to hear. Desperate for some measure of
independence, she turns to the ancient texts she once read with her mother and
discovers a magic that is hers alone. She uses it to transform herself from overlooked
princess into warrior, diplomat, and most-favored queen, determined to forge a better
world for herself than the one that gods and men have granted. But as the demons of
stories Kaikeyi grew up hearing threaten the cosmic order, her will clashes with the path
that the gods have chosen for her family-and especially that of her beloved son, Rama.
And she must decide if her resistance is worth the destruction, it will wreak...and what
legacy she intends to leave behind.
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Tastes Like Shakkar — by Sharma, Nisha ROMANCE SHARMA
When someone tries to sabotage the biggest wedding of the year, Bobbie Kaur, with
aspirations of taking over her family's event planning business, must call a truce with
egotistical chef Bunty Padda to catch the culprit while exploring their growing attraction.

The Isle in the Silver Sea — by Suri, Tasha SF SURI

In an England fueled by stories, the knight and the witch are fated to fall in love and
doom each other over and over, the same tale retold over hundreds of lifetimes. Simran
is a witch of the woods. Vina is a knight of the Queen's court. When the two women
begin to fall for each other, how can they surrender to their desires, when to give in is to
destroy each other? As they seek a way to break the cycle, a mysterious assassin
begins targeting tales like theirs. To survive, the two will need to write a story stronger
than the one that fate has given to them. But what tale is stronger than The Knight and
the Witch?

Dial A for Aunties - by Sutanto, Jesse Q ROMANCE SUTANTO
What happens when you mix 1 (accidental) murder with 2 thousand wedding guests,
and then, toss in a possible curse on 3 generations of an immigrant Chinese-Indonesian
family? You get 4 meddling Asian aunties coming to the rescue! When Meddelin Chan
ends up accidentally killing her blind date, her meddlesome mother calls for her even
more meddlesome aunties to help get rid of the body. Unfortunately, a dead body
proves to be a lot more challenging to dispose of than one might anticipate-especially
when it is accidentally shipped in a cake cooler to the over-the-top billionaire wedding
that Meddy, her Ma, and her aunties are working at an island resort on the California
coastline. It is the biggest job yet for their family wedding business-"Don't leave your big
day to chance, leave it to the Chans!"-and nothing, not even an unsavory corpse, will
get in the way of her aunties' perfect buttercream-cake flowers. But things go from
inconvenient to downright torturous when Meddy's great college love-and biggest
heartbreak-makes a surprise appearance amid the wedding chaos. Is it possible to
escape murder charges, charm her ex back into her life, and pull off a stunning
wedding, all in one weekend?

All My Rage — by Tahir, Sabaa YA FIC TAHIR

motel spiral out of Lahore, Pakistan. Then. Misbah is a dreamer and storyteller, newly
married to Toufiq in an arranged match. After their young life is shaken by tragedy, they
come to the United States and open the Clouds' Rest Inn Motel, hoping for a new start.
Juniper, California. Now. Salahudin and Noor are more than best friends; they are
family. Growing up as outcasts in the small desert town of Juniper, California, they
understand each other the way no one else does. Until The Fight, which destroys their
bond with the swift fury of a star exploding. Now, Sal scrambles to run the family motel
as his mother Misbah's health fails and his grieving father loses himself to alcoholism.
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Noor, meanwhile, walks a harrowing tightrope: working at her wrathful uncle's liquor
store while hiding the fact that she's applying to college so she can escape him--and
Juniper--forever. When Sal's attempts to save the control, he and Noor must ask
themselves what friendship is worth--and what it takes to defeat the monsters in their
pasts and the ones in their midst. From one of today's most cherished and bestselling
young adult authors comes a breathtaking novel of young love, old regrets, and
forgiveness--one that's both tragic and poignant in its tender ferocity.

The Hundred Secret Senses — by Tan, Amy FIC TAN
Kwan turns her young half-sister Olivia's world upside-down with her stories of ghosts of
another time, tales that have a profound impact on Olivia's life and imagination.

The Gift of Rain — by Tan, Twan Eng FIC TAN

The recipient of extraordinary acclaim from critics and the bookselling community, Tan
Twan Eng's debut novel casts a powerful spell and has garnered comparisons to
celebrated wartime storytellers Somerset Maugham and Graham Greene. Set during
the tumult of World War Il, on the lush Malayan island of Penang, The Gift of Rain tells a
riveting and poignant tale about a young man caught in the tangle of wartime loyalties
and deceits.

In 1939, sixteen-year-old Philip Hutton-the half-Chinese, half-English youngest

child of the head of one of Penang's great trading families-feels alienated from both the
Chinese and British communities. He at last discovers a sense of belonging in his
unexpected friendship with Hayato Endo, a Japanese diplomat. Philip proudly shows his
new friend around his adored island, and in return Endo teaches him about Japanese
language and culture and trains him in the art and discipline of aikido. But such
knowledge comes at a terrible price. When the Japanese savagely invade Malaya,
Philip realizes that his mentor and sensei-to whom he owes absolute loyalty-is a
Japanese spy. Young Philip has been an unwitting traitor and must now work in secret
to save as many lives as possible, even as his own family is brought to its knees.

The Brightest Star — by Tsukiyama, Gail FIC TSUKIYAMA
Arriving in Hollywood to become an actress, Anna May Wong discovers her beauty and
talent aren't enough to overcome the racism that relegates her to supporting roles and,
over the years, fights to win lead roles, accept risqué parts, and keep her illicit love
affairs hidden-even as she finds global stardom.

Honor — by Umrigar, Thrity FIC UMRIGAR
The story of two Indian women, one a victim of a brutal crime and the other an
Americanized journalist returning to India to cover the story, and the courage they
inspire in each other.
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Missing Sam — by Umrigar, Thrity FIC UMRIGAR

One night after a party, old grievances surface between married couple Aliya and Sam
and the night ends badly with a heated argument. Sam goes for a run early the next
morning to clear her head-and doesn't come back. Aliya reports her wife missing, but as
a gay, Muslim daughter of immigrants, she can't escape the scrutiny and suspicion of
those around her. Scared and furious and feeling isolated as strangers and
acquaintances alike doubt her innocence, Aliya makes one wrong choice after another.
She must fight to prove her innocence in the public eye even as she is torn between her
fear that Sam is dead and her desire to find and save her wife. But is safety ever truly
possible for them? A provocative examination of suburban mores, Missing Sam
captures the terror manifested in today's political climate, and the real dangers, both
physical and psychological, of being brown and queer in America.

Beautiful Country — by Wang, Qian Julie B WANG

Beautiful Country is the real deal. Heartrending, unvarnished, and powerfully
courageous, this account of growing up undocumented in America will never leave
you."--Gish Jen, author of The Resisters. "Ba Ba told me this and | in turn carried it in
my heart: so long as we didn't stake claim to what wasn't ours--the things, our rooms,
America, this beautiful country--we would be okay." An incandescent and heartrending
memoir about Qian Julie Wang's five years living undocumented after immigrating with
her parents from China to New York City in 1994. In Chinese the word for the United
States, Mei Guo, translates directly to "beautiful country," but when seven-year-old Qian
is plucked from her warm and happy childhood surrounded by extended family in China,
she finds a world of crushing fear and poverty instead. Unable to speak English at first,
Qian is isolated and disregarded, put into special education classes because she
doesn't speak the language and humiliated by teachers and classmates when she
struggles to pay attention because of hunger or exhaustion. She encounters racism,
and people of other races, for the first time, shocked at where her family fits in
comparison to their status as educated elites in China. After school she works shifts
alongside her mother in Chinatown sweatshops. There is so much about Qian's new
home that doesn't make sense, but the rules of survival are drilled into her head: If you
see a policeman, you must run in the other direction. If anyone asks--or even if they
don't--you tell them you were born here. Do as you're told or we could be separated
forever. Understanding implicitly the toll this has taken on her parents, Qian tries
desperately to cheer them up and mediate their increasingly heated arguments, certain
that if she is good enough, she can hold the family together. In remarkable,
unsentimental prose Wang channels her childhood perspective, illuminating the cruelty
and indignity of America's immigration system, while also crafting a narrative of
resilience from her family's small moments of joy: their first slice of pizza, "shopping
days" when the family would unearth unlikely treasures in Brooklyn's trash, and the
necessary escape she found in books at the local library. Searing and unforgettable,
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Beautiful Country is an essential book about the cost of making a home in a hostile land
from an astonishing new talent.

The Man with the Compound Eyes - by Wu, Ming-Yi FIC WU

The English-language debut of an exciting new award-winning voice from Taiwan--a
stunning novel that is at once fantasy, reality, and dystopian environmental saga, in
which the lives of two people from very different worlds intertwine under the shadow of a
man-made catastrophe. On the mythical island of Wayo-Wayo, young Atile'i has just
seen his 180th full moon and, following the tradition of his people, is sent out alone into
the vast Pacific as a sacrifice to the Sea God. Just when it seems that all hope is lost,
he happens upon a new home--a vast island made of trash. Meanwhile, in Taiwan,
Alice, a professor of literature, is preparing to commit suicide following the
disappearance of her husband and son. But her plans are put on hold when the trash
island collides with the Taiwan coast where Alice lives. Her home is destroyed, but
meeting Atile'i gives her life new meaning as they set out to solve the mystery of her lost
family. Drawing in the narratives of others impacted by the disaster--Alice's friends and
neighbors, environmentalists from abroad, the mysterious man with compound eyes--
the novel tells an enthralling, surreal story of the known--and unknown--world around
us.

Crying In H Mart — by Zauner, Michelle 782.4216 ZAU
From the indie rock star of Japanese Breakfast fame, and author of the viral 2018 New
Yorker essay that shares the title of this book, an unflinching, powerful memoir about
growing up Korean American, losing her mother, and forging her own identity. In this
exquisite story of family, food, grief, and endurance, Michelle Zauner proves herself far
more than a dazzling singer, songwriter, and guitarist. With humor and heart, she tells of
growing up the only Asian-American kid at her school in Eugene, Oregon; of struggling
with her mother's particular, high expectations of her; of a painful adolescence (; of
treasured months spent in her grandmother's tiny apartment in Seoul, where she and
her mother would bond, late at night, over heaping plates of food. As she grew up,
moving to the east coast for college, finding work in the restaurant industry, performing
gigs with her fledgling band--and meeting the man who would become her husband--her
Koreanness began to feel ever more distant, even as she found the life she wanted to
live. It was her mother's diagnosis of terminal pancreatic cancer, when Michelle was
twenty-five, that forced a reckoning with her identity and brought her to reclaim the gifts
of taste, language, and history her mother had given her. Vivacious and plainspoken,
lyrical and honest, Michelle Zauner's voice is as radiantly alive on the page as it is
onstage. Rich with intimate anecdotes that will resonate widely, and complete with
family photos, Crying in H Mart is a book to cherish, share, and reread.
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