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                    Page Turners 
                            @   

             Monroe Township Library 

             American Reading Challenge 

            (Book Titles from all 50 States) 

Delaware (December 7, 1787) 

The Book of Unknown Americans – by Henriques, Cristina          FIC HENRIQUEZ  

A boy and a girl fall in love. The hopes of two families collide with destiny. After fifteen 

year old Maribel sustains a terrible injury, the only hope her family sees for her recovery 

lies in the United States. Leaving a comfortable life behind in Mexico, the Riveras risk 

everything to come north. It's not long after they settle that Mayor Toro, the son of one of 

their new neighbors, recognizes a kindred spirit in this beautiful, damaged outsider. 

The Same Bright Stars – by Joella, Ethan                                  FIC JOELLA 

Three generations of Schmidts have run their family's beachfront restaurant and Jack 

has been at the helm since the death of his father. Jack puts the demands of the 

restaurant above all else, with a string of failed relationships, no hobbies, and no days 

off as proof of his commitment to the place. He can't remember the last time he sat 

on the beach, or even enjoyed a moment to himself. Meanwhile, the DelDine group has 

been gradually snapping up beloved eateries along this stretch of coast and are 

pursuing Jack with a very generous offer to take Schmidt's off his hands. Jack craves 

companionship and maybe even a family. He wonders if closing the door on the 

restaurant might open a new window for him. But who would he be without Schmidt's, 

and can he trust DelDine's claims that they will continue to employ his staff and honor 

his family's legacy? When he receives startling news from the past, Jack begins to 



2 
 

reshape his life and forge unexpected new friendships. But will he really let go of the 

very things that have defined him? 

What Happened to The Bennetts – by Scotline, Lisa                  FIC SCOTTOLINE 

Jason Bennett is a suburban dad who owns a court-reporting business, but one night, 

his life takes a horrific turn. He is driving his family home after his daughter’s field 

hockey game when a pickup truck begins tailgating them, on a dark stretch of road. 

Suddenly two men jump from the pickup and pull guns on Jason, demanding the car. A 

horrific flash of violence changes his life forever. 

 Later that awful night, Jason and his family receive a visit from the FBI. The agents tell 

them that the carjackers were members of a dangerous drug-trafficking organization—

and now Jason and his family are in their crosshairs. 

 The agents advise the Bennetts to enter the witness protection program right away, and 

they have no choice but to agree. But WITSEC was designed to protect criminal 

informants, not law-abiding families. Taken from all they know, trapped in an unfamiliar 

life, the Bennetts begin to fall apart at the seams. Then Jason learns a shocking truth 

and realizes that he has to take matters into his own hands. 

Pennsylvania (December 12, 1787) 

Carnegie’s Maid – by Benedict, Marie                                     FIC BENEDICT 

Clara Kelley is not who they think she is. She's not the experienced Irish maid who was 

hired to work in one of Pittsburgh's grandest households. She's a poor farmer's 

daughter with nowhere to go and nothing in her pockets. But the woman who shares her 

name has vanished, and assuming her identity just might get Clara some money to 

send back home. 

Clara must rely on resolve as strong as the steel Pittsburgh is becoming famous for and 

an uncanny understanding of business, attributes that quickly gain her Carnegie's trust. 

But she still can't let her guard down, not even when Andrew becomes something more 

than an employer. Revealing her past might ruin her future—and her family's. 

With captivating insight and heart, Carnegie's Maid is a book of fascinating 19th century 

historical fiction. Discover the story of one brilliant woman who may have spurred 

Andrew Carnegie's transformation from ruthless industrialist to the world's first true 

philanthropist. 

The House of Eve – by Johnson, Sadeqa                                 FIC JOHNSON 

Fifteen-year-old Ruby Pearsall is on track to becoming the first in her family to attend 

college, in spite of having a mother more interested in keeping a man than raising a 

daughter. But a taboo love affair threatens to pull her back down into the poverty and 

desperation that has been passed on to her like a birthright...Eleanor Quarles arrives 

in Washington, DC, with ambition and secrets. When she meets the handsome William 

Pride at Howard University, they fall madly in love. But William hails from one of DC's 
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elite wealthy Black families, and his parents don't let just anyone into their fold. Eleanor 

hopes that a baby will make her finally feel at home in William's family and grant her the 

life she's been searching for. 

The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store – by McBride, James     FIC MCBRIDE 

In 1972, when workers in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, were digging the foundations for a 

new development, the last thing they expected to find was a skeleton at the bottom of a 

well. Who the skeleton was and how it got there were two of the long-held secrets kept 

by the residents of Chicken Hill, the dilapidated neighborhood where immigrant Jews 

and African Americans lived side by side and shared ambitions and sorrows. Chicken 

Hill was where Moshe and Chona Ludlow lived when Moshe integrated his theater and 

where Chona ran the Heaven & Earth Grocery Store. When the state came looking for a 

deaf boy to institutionalize him, it was Chona and Nate Timblin, the Black janitor at 

Moshe’s theater and the unofficial leader of the Black community on Chicken Hill, who 

worked together to keep the boy safe. 

As these characters’ stories overlap and deepen, it becomes clear how much the people 

who live on the margins of white, Christian America struggle and what they must do to 

survive. When the truth is finally revealed about what happened on Chicken Hill and the 

part the town’s white establishment played in it, McBride shows us that even in dark 

times, it is love and community—heaven and earth—that sustain us. 

The Dutch House – by Patchett, Anne                                  FIC PATCHETT 

At the end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy combines luck and a single canny 

investment to begin an enormous real estate empire, propelling his family from poverty 

to enormous wealth. His first order of business is to buy the Dutch House, a lavish 

estate in the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. Meant as a surprise for his wife, the house 

sets in motion the undoing of everyone he loves. 

The story is told by Cyril's son Danny, as he and his older sister, the brilliantly acerbic 

and self-assured Maeve, are exiled from the house where they grew up by their 

stepmother. The two wealthy siblings are thrown back into the poverty their parents had 

escaped from and find that all they have to count on is one another. It is this 

unshakeable bond between them that both saves their lives and thwarts their futures. 

Set over the course of five decades, The Dutch House is a dark fairy tale about two 

smart people who cannot overcome their past. Despite every outward sign of success, 

Danny and Maeve are only truly comfortable when they're together. Throughout their 

lives they return to the well-worn story of what they've lost with humor and rage. But 

when at last they're forced to confront the people who left them behind, the relationship 

between an indulged brother and his ever-protective sister is finally tested. 
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The Killer Angels – by Shaara, Michael                                         FIC SHAARA 

In the four most bloody and courageous days of our nation’s history, two armies fought 

for two conflicting dreams. One dreamed of freedom, the other of a way of life. Far more 

than rifles and bullets were carried into battle. There were memories. There were 

promises. There was love. And far more than men fell on those Pennsylvania fields. 

Bright futures, untested innocence, and pristine beauty were also the casualties of war. 

Michael Shaara’s Pulitzer Prize–winning masterpiece is unique, sweeping, 

unforgettable—the dramatic story of the battleground for America’s destiny. 

The Orphan Collector – by Wiseman, Ellen Marie                     FIC WISEMAN 

In the fall of 1918, thirteen-year-old German immigrant Pia Lange longs to be far from 

Philadelphia's overcrowded streets and slums, and from the anti-German sentiment that 

compelled her father to enlist in the U.S. Army, hoping to prove his loyalty. Butan even 

more urgent threat has arrived. Spanish influenza is spreading through the city. 

Soon, dead and dying are everywhere. With no food at home, Pia must venture out in 

search of supplies, leaving her infant twin brothers alone... Since her baby dieddays 

ago, Bernice Groves has been lost in grief and bitterness. If doctors hadn't been so 

busy tending to hordes of immigrants, perhaps they could have saved her son. When 

Bernice sees Pia leaving her tenement across the way, she is buoyed by a 

shocking,life-altering decision that leads her on a sinister mission: to transform the city's 

orphans and immigrant children into what she feels are "true Americans." As Pia 

navigates the city's somber neighborhoods, she cannot know that her brothers won't be 

homewhen she returns. And it will be a long and arduous journey to learn what 

happened, even as Bernice plots to keep the truth hidden at any cost. Only with 

persistence, and the courage to face her own shame and fear, will Pia put the pieces 

together and find the strength to risk everything to see justice at last. 

New Jersey (December 18, 1787) 

Americanah – by Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi                       FIC ADICHIE 

Separated by differing ambitions after falling in love in occupied Nigeria, beautiful 

Ifemelu experiences triumph and defeat in America, while Obinze endures an 

undocumented status in London until the pair is reunited in their homeland fifteen years 

later.  

Florence Adler Swims Forever – by Beanland, Rachel            FIC BEANLAND 

Atlantic City, 1934. Every summer, Esther and Joseph Adler rent their house out to 

vacationers escaping to "America's Playground" and move into the small apartment 

above their bakery. Despite the cramped quarters, this is the apartment where they 

raised their two daughters, Fannie and Florence, and it always feels like home. Now, 

Florence has returned from college, determined to spend the summer training to swim 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=d636fef6-16a4-11ee-b632-f589e3315627&entityType=Agent
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the English Channel, and Fannie, pregnant again after recently losing a baby, is on 

bedrest for the duration of her pregnancy. After Joseph insists they take in a mysterious 

young woman whom he recently helped emigrate from Nazi Germany, the apartment is 

bursting at the seams. Esther only wants to keep her daughters close and safe but 

some matters are beyond her control: there's Fannie's risky pregnancy--not to mention 

her always-scheming husband, Isaac--and the fact that the handsome heir of a hotel 

notorious for its anti-Semitic policies, seems to be in love with Florence. When tragedy 

strikes, Esther makes the shocking decision to hide the truth--at least until Fannie's 

baby is born--and pulls the family into an elaborate web of secret-keeping and lies, 

bringing long-buried tensions to the surface that reveal how quickly the act of protecting 

those we love can turn into betrayal. 

Palisades Park– by Brennert, Alan                                       FIC BRENNERT 

Sharing a family life in the 1930s near the legendary Palisades Amusement Park, a 

family of dreamers explores ambitions and cultural boundaries that are challenged by 

the realities of the Great Depression, multiple wars, and the park's eventual closing in 

1971. 

Don’t Forget to Write – by Confino, Sara Goodman      FIC CONFINO 

When Marilyn Kleinman is caught making out with the rabbi's son in front of the whole 

congregation, her parents ship her off to her great-aunt Ada for the summer. If anyone 

can save their daughter's reputation, it's Philadelphia's strict premier matchmaker. Either 

that or Marilyn can kiss college goodbye. To Marilyn's surprise, Ada's not the humorless 

septuagenarian her mother described. Not with that platinum-blonde hair, Hermaes 

scarf, and Cadillac convertible. She's sharp, straight-talking, takes her job very 

seriously, and abides by her own rules...mostly. As the summer unfolds, Ada and 

Marilyn head for the Jersey shore, where Marilyn helps Ada scope out eligible matches-

-for anyone but Marilyn, that is. Because if there's one thing Marilyn's learned from Ada, 

it's that she doesn't have to settle. With the school year quickly approaching and her 

father threatening to disinherit her, Marilyn must make her choice for her future: return 

to the comfortable life she knows or embrace a risky, unknown path on her own. 

One For the Money – by Evanovich, Janet     MYS EVANOVICH 

A New Jersey bounty hunter with attitude, bail-bonds apprehension agent Stephanie 

Plum pursues a former vice cop, now on the run, with whom she shares a sordid history 

and a powerful chemistry. 

Unsheltered – by Kingsolver, Barbara             FIC KINGSOLVER 

Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, this is the story of a boy born to a 

teenaged single mother in a single-wide trailer, with no assets beyond his dead father's 

good looks and copper-colored hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for survival. In a 

plot that never pauses for breath, relayed in his own unsparing voice, he braves the 
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modern perils of foster care, child labor, derelict schools, athletic success, addiction, 

disastrous loves, and crushing losses. Through all of it, he reckons with his own 

invisibility in a popular culture where even the superheroes have abandoned rural 

people in favor of cities. 

Dear Edward – by Napolitano, Ann                        FIC NAPOLITANO 

One summer morning, twelve-year-old Edward Adler, his beloved older brother, his 

parents, and 183 other passengers board a flight in Newark headed for Los Angeles. 

Among them are a Wall Street wunderkind, a young woman coming to terms with an 

unexpected pregnancy, an injured veteran returning from Afghanistan, a 

business tycoon, and a free-spirited woman running away from her controlling husband. 

Halfway across the country, the plane crashes. Edward is the sole survivor. Edward's 

story captures the attention of the nation, but he struggles to find a place in a world 

without his family. He continues to feel that a part of himself has been left in the sky, 

forever tied to the plane and all of his fellow passengers. But then he makes an 

unexpected discovery--one that will lead him to the answers of some of life's most 

profound questions: When you've lost everything, how do you find the strength to put 

one foot in front of the other? How do you learn to feel safe again? How do you find 

meaning in your life? 

The View from Lake Como – by Trigiani, Adriana                   FIC TRIGIANI 

Jess Capodimonte Baratta is not living the life of her dreams. Not even close. 

In blue-collar Lake Como, New Jersey, family comes first. Recently divorced from Bobby 

Bilancia, “the perfect husband," Jess moves into her parents’ basement to hide and 

heal. Jess is the overlooked daughter, who dutifully takes care of her parents, cooks 

Sunday dinner, and puts herself last. Despite her role as the family handmaiden, Jess is 

also a talented draftswoman in the marble business run by her dapper uncle Louie, who 

believes she can do anything (once she invests in a better wardrobe). 

When the Capodimonte and Baratta families endure an unexpected loss, the shock 

unearths long-buried secrets that will force Jess to question her loyalty to those she 

trusted. Fueled by her lost dreams, Jess takes fate into her own hands and escapes to 

her ancestral home, Carrara, Italy. 

From the shadows of the majestic marble-capped mountains of Tuscany, to the glittering 

streets of Milan, and on the shores of enchanting Lake Como (the other one), Jess 

begins to carve a place in this new/old world. When she meets Angelo Strazza, a 

passionate artist who works in gold, she discovers her own skills are priceless. But as 

Jess uncovers the truth about her family history, it will change the course of her life and 

those she loves the most forever. In love and work, in art and soul, Jess will need every 

tool she has mastered to reinvent her life. 

Fed by the author’s cherished Italian roots comes a bighearted, hilarious novel of the 

moment: the story of one woman’s determination to live a creative life that matters, with 
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enough room left over for love. With a one-way ticket to Italy, Jess is determined to write 

a new story on her own terms—this time, in stone. 

Georgia (January 2, 1788) 

Saving CeeCee Honeycutt – by Hoffman, Beth                         FIC HOFFMAN 

Relegated to the care of an eccentric great-aunt after her mentally unbalanced mother's 

accidental death, 12-year-old CeeCee is quickly surrounded by the strong women and 

cultural elements of her new Savannah community. 

Gone With the Wind – by Mitchell, Margaret                             FIC MITCHELL 

Widely considered The Great American Novel, and often remembered for its epic film 

version, Gone With the Wind explores the depth of human passions with an intensity as 

bold as its setting in the red hills of Georgia. A superb piece of storytelling, it vividly 

depicts the drama of the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

This is the tale of Scarlett O'Hara, the spoiled, manipulative daughter of a wealthy 

plantation owner, who arrives at young womanhood just in time to see the Civil War 

forever change her way of life. A sweeping story of tangled passion and courage, in the 

pages of Gone with the Wind, Margaret Mitchell brings to life the unforgettable 

characters that have captured readers for over seventy years. 

The Color Purple – by Walker, Alice                                           FIC WALKER 

Set in the deep American south between the wars, this is the classic tale of Celie, a 

young poor black girl. Raped repeatedly by her father, she loses two children and then 

is married off to a man who treats her no better than a slave. She is separated from her 

sister Nettie and dreams of becoming like the glamorous Shug Avery, a singer and 

rebellious black woman who has taken charge of her own destiny. Gradually Celie 

discovers the support of women that enables her to leave the past behind and begin a 

new life. 

Connecticut (January 9, 1788) 

The Last Romantics – by Conklin, Tara                                              FIC CONKLIN 

A sweeping yet intimate epic about one American family, The Last Romantics is an 

unforgettable exploration of the ties that bind us together, the responsibilities we 

embrace and the duties we resent, and how we can lose—and sometimes rescue—the 

ones we love. 

When the renowned poet Fiona Skinner is asked about the inspiration behind her iconic 

work, The Love Poem, she tells her audience a story about her family and a betrayal 

that reverberates through time. 

It begins in a big yellow house with a funeral, an iron poker, and a brief variation forever 

known as the Pause: a free and feral summer in a middle-class Connecticut town. 

Caught between the predictable life they once led and an uncertain future that stretches 
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before them, the Skinner siblings—fierce Renee, sensitive Caroline, golden boy Joe and 

watchful Fiona—emerge from the Pause staunchly loyal and deeply connected. Two 

decades later, the siblings find themselves once again confronted with a family crisis 

that tests the strength of these bonds and forces them to question the life choices 

they've made and ask what, exactly, they will do for love. 

A novel that pierces the heart and lingers in the mind, The Last Romantics is also a 

beautiful meditation on the power of stories—how they navigate us through difficult 

times, help us understand the past, and point the way toward our future. 

Small Great Things – by Picoult, Jodi                                          FIC PICOULT 

A gripping courtroom drama . . . Given the current political climate it is quite prescient 

and worthwhile. . . . This is a writer who understands her characters inside and out.”—

Roxane Gay, The New York Times Book Review 

Ruth Jefferson is a labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut hospital with more than 

twenty years’ experience. During her shift, Ruth begins a routine checkup on a newborn, 

only to be told a few minutes later that she’s been reassigned to another patient. The 

parents are white supremacists and don’t want Ruth, who is Black, to touch their child. 

The hospital complies with their request, but the next day, the baby goes into cardiac 

distress while Ruth is alone in the nursery. Does she obey orders or does she 

intervene? 

Ruth hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a serious crime. 

Kennedy McQuarrie, a white public defender, takes her case but gives unexpected 

advice: Kennedy insists that mentioning race in the courtroom is not a winning strategy. 

Conflicted by Kennedy’s counsel, Ruth tries to keep life as normal as possible for her 

family—especially her teenage son—as the case becomes a media sensation. As the 

trial moves forward, Ruth and Kennedy must gain each other’s trust, and come to see 

that what they’ve been taught their whole lives about others—and themselves—might 

be wrong. 

Good Dirt – by Wilkerson, Charmaine                                            FIC WILKERSON 

The daughter of an affluent Black family pieces together the connection between a 

childhood tragedy and a beloved heirloom in this moving novel from the New York 

Times bestselling author of Black Cake, a Read with Jenna Book Club Pick. 

Massachusetts (February 6, 1788) 

The Boston Girl – by Diamant, Anita                                              FIC DIAMANT 

Anita Diamant’s “vivid, affectionate portrait of American womanhood” (Los Angeles 

Times), follows the life of one woman, Addie Baum, through a period of dramatic 

change. Addie is The Boston Girl, the spirited daughter of an immigrant Jewish family, 

born in 1900 to parents who were unprepared for America and its effect on their three 

daughters. Growing up in the North End of Boston, then a teeming multicultural 
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neighborhood, Addie’s intelligence and curiosity take her to a world her parents can’t 

imagine—a world of short skirts, movies, celebrity culture, and new opportunities for 

women. Addie wants to finish high school and dreams of going to college. She wants a 

career and to find true love. From the one-room tenement apartment she shared with 

her parents and two sisters, to the library group for girls she joins at a neighborhood 

settlement house, to her first, disastrous love affair, to finding the love of her life, eighty-

five-year-old Addie recounts her adventures with humor and compassion for the naïve 

girl she once was. 

Sandwich – by Newman, Catherine                                              FIC NEWMAN 

For the past two decades, Rocky has looked forward to her family’s yearly escape to 

Cape Cod. Their humble beach-town rental has been the site of sweet memories, sunny 

days, great meals, and messes of all kinds: emotional, marital, and—thanks to the 

cottage’s ancient plumbing—septic too. 

This year’s vacation, with Rocky sandwiched between her half-grown kids and fully 

aging parents, promises to be just as delightful as summers past—except, perhaps, for 

Rocky’s hormonal bouts of rage and melancholy. (Hello, menopause!) Her body is 

changing—her life is, too. And then a chain of events sends Rocky into the past, reliving 

both the tenderness and sorrow of a handful of long-ago summers. 

It's one precious week: everything is in balance; everything is in flux. And when Rocky 

comes face to face with her family’s history and future, she is forced to accept that she 

can no longer hide her secrets from the people she loves. 

Finding Margaret Fuller – by Pataki, Allison                                    FIC PATAKI 

In the company of Ralph Waldo Emerson and his circle of enlightened friends, the 

young, beautiful, and brilliant Margaret Fuller becomes “the radiant genius and fiery 

heart” of the Transcendentalists. She inspires Louisa May Alcott, sparks Nathaniel 

Hawthorne to create Hester Prynne, and forms close bonds with Henry David Thoreau 

and Emerson himself. However, Margaret’s soul yearns for more than poetry and 

drama, leading her on a journey of adventure and self-discovery. 

From hosting a women-only literary salon in Boston to becoming the first woman 

permitted entry to Harvard’s library, Margaret defies societal conventions as an activist 

for women’s rights and a champion for humanity. On the gritty New York streets, she 

spars with Edgar Allan Poe and reports on the work of Frederick Douglass. And when 

offered an assignment in Europe by editor Horace Greeley, Margaret becomes the first 

female foreign news correspondent, mingling with the likes of Frédéric Chopin, William 

Wordsworth, and George Sand. In Rome, she embarks on a passionate love affair with 

a Roman count, causing an international scandal. As a mother and a countess, 

Margaret enters a new fight for Italy’s unification. 

With a star-studded cast and an epic sweep of historical events, this is a story of an 

inspiring trailblazer, a woman who loved big and lived even bigger—a fierce adventurer 
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who transcended the rigid roles ascribed to women and changed history for millions, all 

on her own terms. 

 

Maryland (April 28, 1788) 

Patriot Games – by Clancy, Tom                                                 FIC CLANCY 

As an American in London on vacation with his family, Jack Ryan never imagined his 

quick thinking would prevent an assassination attempt on Britain’s royal family and earn 

him the gratitude of an entire nation—and the scorn of an ultra-left-wing faction of the 

IRA. Irish terrorist Sean Miller and his followers in the Ulster Liberation Army intend to 

make sure Ryan pays for his interference in blood. But he’s not the only one they’re 

after... 

With the lives of his pregnant wife and young daughter in mortal danger, Ryan accepts a 

role as a CIA analyst in order to find Miller and shut down the ULA. Going head to head 

with a ruthless terrorist is a fool’s errand, but Jack Ryan is the kind of man who will do 

whatever it takes to protect his family. 

The Correspondent – by Evans, Virginia                                   FIC EVANS 

Imagine, the letters one has sent out into the world, the letters received back in turn, are 

like the pieces of a magnificent puzzle. . . . Isn’t there something wonderful in that, to 

think that a story of one’s life is preserved in some way, that this very letter may one day 

mean something, even if it is a very small thing, to someone?” 

Filled with knowledge that only comes from a life fully lived, The Correspondent is a 

gem of a novel about the power of finding solace in literature and connection with 

people we might never meet in person. It is about the hubris of youth and the wisdom of 

old age, and the mistakes and acts of kindness that occur during a lifetime. 

Sybil Van Antwerp has throughout her life used letters to make sense of the world and 

her place in it. Most mornings, around half past ten, Sybil sits down to write letters—to 

her brother, to her best friend, to the president of the university who will not allow her to 

audit a class she desperately wants to take, to Joan Didion and Larry McMurtry to tell 

them what she thinks of their latest books, and to one person to whom she writes often 

yet never sends the letter. 

Sybil expects her world to go on as it always has—a mother, grandmother, wife, 

divorcee, distinguished lawyer, she has lived a very full life. But when letters from 

someone in her past force her to examine one of the most painful periods of her life, she 

realizes that the letter she has been writing over the years needs to be read and that 

she cannot move forward until she finds it in her heart to offer forgiveness. 

Sybil Van Antwerp’s life of letters might be “a very small thing,” but she also might be 

one of the most memorable characters you will ever read. 



11 
 

Baltimore Blues – by Lippman, Laura                                        MYS LIPPMAN 

In a city where someone is murdered almost every day, attorney Michael Abramowitz's 

death should be just another statistic. But the slain lawyer's notoriety—and his taste for 

illicit midday trysts—make the case front-page news in every local paper except the 

Star, which crashed and burned before Abramowitz did. A former Star reporter who 

knows every inch of this town—from historic Fort McHenry to the crumbling projects of 

Cherry Hill—now-unemployed journalist Tess Monaghan also knows the guy the cops 

like for the killing: cuckolded fiance Darryl "Rock" Paxton. The time is ripe for a career 

move—anything to pay the rent—so when rowing buddy Rock wants to hire her to do 

some unorthodox snooping to help clear his name, Tess agrees. But there are lethal 

secrets hiding in the Charm City shadows, and Tess' own name could end up on that 

ever-expanding list of Baltimore dead. 

The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates – by Moore, Wes     B MOORE 

Traces the parallel lives of two youths with the same name in the same community, 

describing how the author grew up to be a Rhodes Scholar and promising business 

leader while his counterpart suffered a life of violence and imprisonment. 

South Carolina (May 23, 1788) 

Other Birds – by Allen, Sarah Addison                                      FIC ALLEN 

Down a narrow alley in the small coastal town of Mallow Island, South Carolina, lies a 

stunning cobblestone building comprised of five apartments. It's called The Dellawisp 

and it is named after the tiny turquoise birds who, alongside its human tenants, inhabit 

an air of magical secrecy. 

When Zoey Hennessey comes to claim her deceased mother's apartment at The 

Dellawisp, she meets her quirky, enigmatic neighbors including a girl on the run, a 

grieving chef whose comfort food does not comfort him, two estranged middle-aged 

sisters, and three ghosts. Each with their own story. Each with their own longings. Each 

whose ending isn't yet written. 

When one of her new neighbors dies under odd circumstances the night Zoey arrives, 

she is thrust into the mystery of The Dellawisp, which involves missing pages from a 

legendary writer whose work might be hidden there. She soon discovers that many 

unfinished stories permeate the place, and the people around her are in as much need 

of healing from wrongs of the past as she is. To find their way they have to learn how to 

trust each other, confront their deepest fears, and let go of what haunts them. 

The Prince of Tides – by Conroy, Pat                                             FIC CONROY 

Spanning 40 years, this is the story of turbulent Tom Wingo, his gifted and troubled twin 

sister Savannah, and their struggles to overcome the dark and tragic legacy of their 

birth family. 
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The Secret Life of Bees – by Kidd, Sue Monk                                 FIC KIDD 

After her "stand-in mother," a bold black woman named Rosaleen, insults the three 

biggest racists in town, Lily Owens joins Rosaleen on a journey to Tiburon, South 

Carolina, where they are taken in by three black, bee-keeping sisters. 

That Last Carolina Summer – by White, Karen                                 FIC WHITE 

As a child, Phoebe Manigault developed the gift of premonition after she was struck by 

lightning in the creek near her Charleston home. Plagued throughout her life by 

mysterious dreams, and always living in the shadow of her beautiful sister, Addie, 

Phoebe eventually moves to the West Coast, as far from her family as possible. Now, 

years later, she is summoned back to South Carolina, to help Addie care for their ailing 

mother. As Phoebe's return lures her back into deep-rooted tensions and conflicts, she 

is drawn to Celeste, whose granddaughter went missing years ago. Their connection 

brings comfort to Phoebe, while Celeste's adult grandson Liam resurrects complicated 

emotions tied to Phoebe's past. But the longer Phoebe spends in her childhood home, 

the more her recurring nightmares intensify--bringing her closer to the shocking truth 

that will irrevocably change everything. Unfolding against the lush backdrop of the 

South Carolina Lowcountry, That Last Carolina Summer is an unforgettable story about 

the unbreakable bonds of family and the gift of second chances. 

New Hampshire (June 21,1788) 

Summer Hours at the Robbers Library – by Halpern, Sue           FIC HALPERN  

People are drawn to libraries for all kinds of reasons. Most come for the books 

themselves, of course; some come to borrow companionship. For head librarian Kit, the 

public library in Riverton, New Hampshire, offers what she craves most: peace. Here, no 

one expects Kit to talk about the calamitous events that catapulted her out of what she 

thought was a settled, suburban life. She can simply submerge herself in her beloved 

books and try to forget her problems. But that changes when fifteen-year-old, home-

schooled Sunny gets arrested for shoplifting a dictionary. The judge throws the book at 

Sunny--literally--assigning her to do community service at the library for the summer. 

Bright, curious, and eager to connect with someone other than her off-the-grid hippie 

parents, Sunny coaxes Kit out of her self-imposed isolation. They're joined by Rusty, a 

Wall Street high-flyer suddenly crashed to earth. In this little library that has become the 

heart of this small town, Kit, Sunny, and Rusty are drawn to each other, and to a cast of 

other offbeat regulars. As they come to terms with how their lives have unraveled, they 

also discover how they might knit them together again and finally reclaim their stories. 

A Separate Peace – by Knowles, John                                  FIC KNOWLES 

Set at a boys' boarding school in New England during the early years of World War II, A 

Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous parable of the dark side of adolescence. 

Gene is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, taunting, daredevil 
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athlete. What happens between the two friends one summer, like the war itself, 

banishes the innocence of these boys and their world. 

Hotel New Hampshire – by Irving, John                                   FIC IRVING 

So says John Berry, son of a hapless dreamer, brother to a cadre of eccentric siblings, 

and chronicler of the lives lived, the loves experienced, the deaths met, and the myriad 

strange and wonderful times encountered by the family Berry. Hoteliers, pet-bear 

owners, friends of Freud (the animal trainer and vaudevillian, that is), and playthings of 

mad fate, they “dream on” in a funny, sad, outrageous, and moving novel by the 

remarkable author of A Prayer for Owen Meany and Last Night in Twisted River. 

Virginia ( June 25,1788) 

A Calamity of Souls – by Baldacci, David                                   FIC BALDACCI 

Jack Lee is a white lawyer from Freeman County, Virginia, who has never done 

anything to push back against racism—until he decides to represent Jerome 

Washington, a Black man charged with brutally killing an elderly wealthy white couple. 

Doubting his decision, Lee fears that his legal skills may not be enough to prevail in a 

case where the odds are already stacked against both him and his client. He quickly 

finds himself out of his depth when he realizes that what's at stake is far greater than 

the outcome of a murder trial. 

Desiree DuBose is a Black lawyer from Chicago who has devoted her life to furthering 

the causes of justice and equality for all. She enters a fractious and unwieldy 

partnership with Lee in a legal battle against the best prosecutor in the Commonwealth. 

Yet DuBose is also aware that powerful outside forces are at work to blunt the victories 

achieved by the Civil Rights era. 

Lee and DuBose could not be more dissimilar. On their own, neither one can stop the 

prosecution’s deliberate march towards a guilty verdict and the electric chair. 

But together, the pair fight for what once seemed impossible: a chance for a fair trial and 

true justice.  Over a decade in the making, A Calamity of Souls breathes richly imagined 

and detailed life into a bygone era, taking the reader through a world that will seem both 

foreign and familiar. 

The Book Club for Troublesome Women – by Bostwick, Marie     FIC BOSTWICK 

"In suburban Virginia of the 1960s, Margaret Ryan forms an impromptu book club with 

three neighbors, discovering shared dissatisfaction with societal expectations, as the 

group bonds over personal struggles, feminist ideas and the transformative power 

offriendship during a life-changing year. 

The Water Dancer – by Coates, Ta- Nehisi                                   FIC COATES 

Young Hiram Walker was born into bondage. When his mother was sold away, Hiram 

was robbed of all memory of her--but was gifted with a mysterious power. Years later, 

when Hiram almost drowns in a river, that same power saves his life. This brush with 
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death births an urgency in Hiram and a daring scheme: to escape from the only home 

he's ever known. So begins an unexpected journey that takes Hiram from the corrupt 

grandeur of Virginia's proud plantations to desperate guerrilla cells in the wilderness, 

from the coffin of the deep South to dangerously utopic movements in the North. Even 

as he's enlisted in the underground war between slavers and the enslaved, Hiram's 

resolve to rescue the family he left behind endures. This is the dramatic story of an 

atrocity inflicted on generations of women, men, and children--the violent and capricious 

separation of families--and the war they waged to simply make lives with the people 

they loved. Written by one of today's most exciting thinkers and writers, The Water 

Dancer is a propulsive, transcendent work that restores the humanity of those from 

whom everything was stolen. 

Yellow Wife – by Johnson, Sadeqa                                           FIC JOHNSON 

Born on a plantation but set apart from the others by her mother's position as a 

medicine woman, a young slave is forced to leave home at eighteen and unexpectedly 

finds herself in an infamously cruel jail. 

Hidden Figures – by Shetterly, Margot Lee                               510.92 SHE 

Explores the previously uncelebrated but pivotal contributions of NASA's African 

American women mathematicians to America's space program, describing how Jim 

Crow laws segregated them from their white counterparts despite their 

groundbreaking successes. 

New York (July 26, 1788) 

The Lions of Fifth Avenue – by Davis, Fiona                               FIC DAVIS 

It's 1913, and on the surface, Laura Lyons couldn't ask for more out of life—her 

husband is the superintendent of the New York Public Library, allowing their family to 

live in an apartment within the grand building, and they are blessed with two children. 

But headstrong, passionate Laura wants more, and when she takes a leap of faith and 

applies to the Columbia Journalism School, her world is cracked wide open. As her 

studies take her all over the city, she is drawn to Greenwich Village's new bohemia, 

where she discovers the Heterodoxy Club—a radical, all-female group in which women 

are encouraged to loudly share their opinions on suffrage, birth control, and women's 

rights. Soon, Laura finds herself questioning her traditional role as wife and mother. And 

when valuable books are stolen back at the library, threatening the home and institution 

she loves, she's forced to confront her shifting priorities head on . . . and may just lose 

everything in the process. 

Eighty years later, in 1993, Sadie Donovan struggles with the legacy of her 

grandmother, the famous essayist Laura Lyons, especially after she's wrangled her 

dream job as a curator at the New York Public Library. But the job quickly becomes a 

nightmare when rare manuscripts, notes, and books for the exhibit Sadie's running 
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begin disappearing from the library's famous Berg Collection. Determined to save both 

the exhibit and her career, the typically risk-averse Sadie teams up with a private 

security expert to uncover the culprit. However, things unexpectedly become personal 

when the investigation leads Sadie to some unwelcome truths about her own family 

heritage—truths that shed new light on the biggest tragedy in the library's history. 

Behold the Dreamers – by Mbue, Imbolo                                     FIC MBUE 

Jende Jonga, a Cameroonian immigrant living in Harlem has come to the United States 

to provide a better life for himself, and his family. In the fall of 2007, Jende can hardly 

believe his luck when he lands a job as a chauffeur for a senior executive at Lehman 

Brothers. When the financial world is rocked by the collapse of Lehman Brothers, Jende 

is desperate to keep his job and is soon forced to make an impossible choice. 

The God of Woods – by Moore, Liz                                           FIC MOORE 

When Barbara Van Laar is discovered missing from her summer camp bunk one 

morning in August 1975, it triggers a panicked, terrified search. Losing a camper is a 

horrific tragedy under any circumstances, but Barbara isn't just any camper, she's the 

daughter of the wealthy family who owns the camp--as well as the opulent nearby 

estate, and most of the land in sight. And this isn't the first time a Van Laar child has 

disappeared in this region: Barbara's older brother also went missing 14 years earlier, 

never to be found. How could this have happened yet again? Out of this gripping 

beginning, Liz Moore weaves a richly textured drama, both emotionally nuanced and 

propelled by a double-barreled mystery. Chasing down the layered secrets of the Van 

Laar family and the community working in its shadow, Moore's multi-threaded drama 

brings readers into the hearts of characters whose lives are forever changed by this 

eventful summer: Barbara's wounded, grieving mother; the "townie" whose family 

makes a living off this land; the 13-year-old camper struggling to find her way; and the 

outsider tasked with seeing the bigger picture, and uncovering the truth. 

Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk – by Rooney, Kathleen                  FIC ROONEY 

Fall 2016 Library Journal Editors' Pick "In my reckless and undiscouraged youth," Lillian 

Boxfish writes, "I worked in a walnut-paneled office thirteen floors above West Thirty-

Fifth Street..." She took 1930s New York by storm, working her way up writing copy for 

R.H. Macy's to become the highest paid advertising woman in the country. It was a job 

that, she says, "in some ways saved my life, and in other ways ruined it." Now it's the 

last night of 1984 and Lillian, 85 years old but just as sharp and savvy as ever, is on her 

way to a party. It's chilly enough out for her mink coat and Manhattan is grittier now--her 

son keeps warning her about a subway vigilante on the prowl--but the quick-tongued 

poetess has never been one to scare easily. On a walk that takes her over 10 miles 

around the city, she meets bartenders, bodega clerks, security guards, criminals, 

children, parents, and parents-to-be, while reviewing a life of excitement and adversity, 

passion and heartbreak, illuminating all the ways New York has changed--and has not. 
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A love letter to city life in all its guts and grandeur, Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk by 

Kathleen Rooney paints a portrait of a remarkable woman across the canvas of a 

changing America: from the Jazz Age to the onset of the AIDS epidemic; the Great 

Depression to the birth of hip-hop. Lillian figures she might as well take her time. For 

now, after all, the night is still young. 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn – by Smith, Betty                                FIC SMITH 

From the moment she entered the world, Francie Nolan needed to be made of stern 

stuff, for the often harsh life of Williamsburg, Brooklyn, demanded fortitude, precocity, 

and strength of spirit. Often scorned by neighbors for her family's erratic and eccentric 

behavior—such as her father Johnny's taste for alcohol and Aunt Sissy's habit of 

marrying serially without the formality of divorce—no one, least of all Francie, could say 

that the Nolans' life lacked drama. By turns overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and 

uplifting, the Nolans' daily experiences in this classic novel are tenderly threaded with 

family connectedness and raw with honesty. Betty Smith has, in the pages of A Tree 

Grows in Brooklyn, captured the joys of humble Williamsburg life-from "junk day" on 

Saturdays, when the children of Francie's neighborhood traded their weekly take for 

pennies, to the special excitement of holidays, bringing cause for celebration and 

revelry. 

North Carolina (November 21, 1789) 

The Heiress – by Hawkins, Rachel                                              FIC HAWKINS 

When Ruby McTavish Callahan Woodward Miller Kenmore dies, she's not only North 

Carolina's richest woman, she's also its most notorious. The victim of a famous 

kidnapping as a child and a widow four times over, Ruby ruled the tiny town of Tavistock 

from Ashby House, her family's estate high in the Blue Ridge mountains. In the 

aftermath of her death, that estate--along with a nine-figure fortune and the complicated 

legacy of being a McTavish--pass to her adopted son, Camden. But to everyone's 

surprise, Camwants little to do with the house or the money--and even less to do with 

the surviving McTavishes. Instead, he rejects his inheritance, settling into a normal life 

as an English teacher in Colorado and marrying Jules, a woman just as eager to escape 

herown messy past. Ten years later, Camden is a McTavish in name only, but a 

summons in the wake of his uncle's death brings him and Jules back into the family fold 

at Ashby House. Its views are just as stunning as ever, its rooms just as elegant, but 

cominghome reminds Cam why he was so quick to leave in the first place. Jules, 

however, has other ideas, and the more she learns about Cam's estranged family--and 

the twisted secrets they keep--the more determined she is for her husband to claim 

everything Ruby once intended for him to have. But Ruby's plans were always more 

complicated than they appeared. As Ashby House tightens its grip on Jules and 

Camden, questions about the infamous heiress come to light. Was there any truth to the 

persistent rumors following her disappearance as a girl? What really happened to those 
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four husbands, who all died under mysterious circumstances? And why did she adopt 

Cam in the first place? Soon, Jules and Cam realize that an inheritance can entail far 

more than what's written in a will--and that the bonds of family stretch far beyond the 

grave. 

Where the Crawdads Sings – by Owens, Delia                       FIC OWENS 

Fans of Barbara Kingsolver will love this stunning debut novel from a New York Times 

bestselling nature writer, about an unforgettable young woman determined to make her 

way in the wilds of North Carolina, and the two men that will break her isolation open. 

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on 

the North Carolina coast. She's barefoot and wild; unfit for polite society. So in late 

1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect 

Kya Clark. But Kya is not what they say. Abandoned at age ten, she has survived on her 

own in the marsh that she calls home. A born naturalist with just one day of school, she 

takes life lessons from the land, learning from the false signals of fireflies the real way of 

this world. But while she could have lived in solitude forever, the time comes when she 

yearns to be touched and loved. Drawn to two young men from town, who are each 

intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new and startling world--until the 

unthinkable happens. In Where the Crawdads Sing, Owens juxtaposes an exquisite ode 

to the natural world against a heartbreaking coming of age story and a surprising 

murder investigation. Thought-provoking, wise, and deeply moving, Owens's debut 

novel reminds us that we are forever shaped by the children we once were, and that we 

are all subject to the beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps. 

Happy Land – by Perkins-Valdez, Dolen                       FIC PERKINS-VALDEZ 

In the hills of Appalachia, there once existed a land ruled by a king and a queen. 

Inspired by distant memories of African kingdoms, a community of formerly enslaved 

men and women grasped freedom and started lives on mountain land that they owned. 

They worked hard, lived well, and loved there. For a time the kingdom thrived...and then 

it disappeared. Present Day. Nikki hasn't seen her grandmother in years, due to a 

mysterious estrangement inherited from her mother. So when the elder calls out of the 

blue with an urgent request for Nikki to visit her in the hills of western North Carolina, 

Nikki hesitates only for a moment. After years of silence in her family, she's determined 

to get answers while she still can. But instead of answers about the recent past, Mother 

Rita tells Nikki a shocking story about her great-great-great-grandmother Queen Luella 

and the very land they are standing on. Land that Mother Rita says must be protected. 

The more Nikki learns about the Kingdom of the Happy Land and the lives of those who 

dwelled in the ruins she finds in the woods-who are buried beneath stone grave 

markers-the more she understands that sometimes, atonement for the previous 

generations' mistakes falls squarely on the shoulders of the descendants. And it's up to 

her to make things right. 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=dbd8db06-0f70-11ee-93ed-617a0e17f244&entityType=Agent
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Rhode Island (May 29, 1790) 

The Wedding People – by Espach, Alison                                 FIC ESPACH 

It's a beautiful day in Newport, Rhode Island, when Phoebe Stone arrives at the grand 

Cornwall Inn wearing a green dress and gold heels, not a bag in sight, alone. She's 

immediately mistaken by everyone in the lobby for one of the wedding people, but she's 

actually the only guest at the Cornwall who isn't here for the big event. Phoebe is here 

because she's dreamed of coming for years--she hoped to shuck oysters and take 

sunset sails with her husband, only now she's here without him, at rock bottom, and 

determined to have one last decadent splurge on herself. Meanwhile, the bride has 

accounted for every detail and every possible disaster the weekend might yield except 

for, well, Phoebe and Phoebe's plan--which makes it that much more surprising when 

the two women can't stop confiding in each other. 

The Islanders – by Moore, Meg Mitchell                                FIC MOORE 

Eleven-year-old Jake’s life has just turned upside-down. His father was wounded in 

Afghanistan, and his mother is going to leave to care for him. That means Jake’s 

spending the summer on tiny Dewees Island with his grandmother. The island is a 

nature sanctuary—no cars or paved roads, no stores or restaurants. To make matters 

worse, Jake’s grandmother doesn’t believe in cable or the internet. Which means Jake 

has no cell phone, no video games...and no friends. This is going to be the worst 

summer ever! 

He’s barely on the island before he befriends two other kids—Macon, another “summer 

kid,” and Lovie, a know-it-all who lives there and shows both Jake and Macon the ropes 

of life on the island. All three are struggling with their own family issues and they quickly 

bond, going on adventures all over Dewees Island. Until one misadventure on an 

abandoned boat leads to community service. Their punishment? Mandatory duty on the 

Island Turtle Team. The kids must do a daily dawn patrol of the beach on the hunt for 

loggerhead sea turtle tracks. When a turtle nest is threatened by coyotes, the three 

friends must find a way to protect it. Can they save the turtle nest from predators? Can 

Jake’s growing love for the island and its inhabitants (be they two-legged, four-legged, 

feathered, or finned) help to heal his father? 

My Sister’s Keeper – by Picoult, Jodi                                       FIC PICOULT 

Anna is not sick, but she might as well be. By age thirteen, she has undergone 

countless surgeries, transfusions, and shots so that her older sister, Kate, can somehow 

fight the leukemia that has plagued her since childhood. The product of preimplantation 

genetic diagnosis, Anna was conceived as a bone marrow match for Kate -- a life and a 

role that she has never challenged ... until now. Like most teenagers, Anna is beginning 

to question who she truly is. But unlike most teenagers, she has always been defined in 
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terms of her sister -- and so Anna makes a decision that for most would be unthinkable, 

a decision that will tear her family apart and have perhaps fatal consequences for the 

sister she loves. 

Vermont (March 4, 1791) 

Home Before Dark – by Sager, Riley                                   FIC SAGER 

What was it like? Living in that house. 

Maggie Holt is used to such questions. Twenty-five years ago, she and her parents, 

Ewan and Jess, moved into Baneberry Hall, a rambling Victorian estate in the Vermont 

woods. They spent three weeks there before fleeing in the dead of night, an ordeal 

Ewan later recounted in a nonfiction book called House of Horrors. His tale of ghostly 

happenings and encounters with malevolent spirits became a worldwide phenomenon, 

rivaling The Amityville Horror in popularity—and skepticism. 

Today, Maggie is a restorer of old homes and too young to remember any of the events 

mentioned in her father's book. But she also doesn’t believe a word of it. Ghosts, after 

all, don’t exist. When Maggie inherits Baneberry Hall after her father's death, she 

returns to renovate the place to prepare it for sale. But her homecoming is anything but 

warm. People from the past, chronicled in House of Horrors, lurk in the shadows. And 

locals aren’t thrilled that their small town has been made infamous thanks to Maggie’s 

father. Even more unnerving is Baneberry Hall itself—a place filled with relics from 

another era that hint at a history of dark deeds. As Maggie experiences strange 

occurrences straight out of her father’s book, she starts to believe that what he wrote 

was more fact than fiction. 

The Secret History – by Tartt, Donna                                          FIC TARTT 

One of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years 

Under the influence of a charismatic classics professor, a group of clever, eccentric 

misfits at a New England college discover a way of thought and life a world away from 

their banal contemporaries. But their search for the transcendent leads them down a 

dangerous path, beyond human constructs of morality. 

Kentucky (June 1, 1792) 

Horse – by Brooks, Geraldine                                                         FIC BROOKS 

A discarded painting in a junk pile, a skeleton in an attic, and the greatest racehorse in 

American history: from these strands, a Pulitzer Prize winner braids a sweeping story of 

spirit, obsession, and injustice across American history. Kentucky, 1850. Jarrett, an 

enslaved groom, and a bay foal forge a bond of understanding that will carry the horse 

to record-setting victories across the South. As the nation erupts in civil war, an itinerant 

young artist who has made his name painting the racehorse takes up arms for the 

Union. On a perilous night, he reunites with the stallion and his groom, very far from the 

glamor of any racetrack. New York City, 1954. Martha Jackson, a gallery owner 
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celebrated for taking risks on edgy contemporary painters, becomes obsessed with a 

19th century equestrian oil painting of mysterious provenance. Washington, DC, 2019. 

Jess, a Smithsonian scientist from Australia, and Theo, a Nigerian-American art 

historian, find themselves unexpectedly drawn to one another through their shared 

interest in the horse--one studying the stallion's bones for clues to his power and 

endurance, the other uncovering the lost history of the unsung Black horsemen who 

were critical to his racing success. Based on the remarkable true story of the record-

breaking thoroughbred, Lexington, who became America's greatest stud sire, Horse is a 

gripping, multi-layered reckoning with the legacy of enslavement and racism in America. 

Prodigal Summer – by Kingsolver, Barbara                                    FIC KINGSOLVER 

In this beautiful novel, Barbara Kingsolver, acclaimed author of The Poisonwood Bible 

and the Pulitzer-Prize winning Demon Copperhead, and recipient of the National Book 

Foundation's Medal for Distinguish Contribution to American Letters, weaves together 

three stories of human love within a larger tapestry of lives inhabiting the forested 

mountains and struggling small farms of southern Appalachia. 

Over the course of one humid summer, as the urge to procreate overtakes the lush 

countryside, this novel's intriguing protagonists—a reclusive wildlife biologist, a young 

farmer's wife marooned far from home, and a pair of elderly, feuding neighbors—face 

disparate predicaments but find connections to one another and to the flora and fauna 

with whom they necessarily share a place. Their discoveries are embedded inside 

countless intimate lessons of biology, the realities of small farming, and the final, urgent 

truth that humans are only one piece of life on earth. 

Prodigal Summer is a hymn to wildness that celebrates the prodigal spirit of human 

nature, and of nature itself. 

The Giver of Stars – by Moyes, Jojo                                          FIC MOYES 

Alice Wright marries handsome American Bennett Van Cleve, hoping to escape her 

stifling life in England.  But small-town Kentucky quickly proves equally claustrophobic, 

especially living alongside her overbearing father-in-law. So when a call goes out for a 

team of women to deliver books as part of Eleanor Roosevelt’s new traveling library, 

Alice signs on enthusiastically. 

The leader, and soon Alice's greatest ally, is Margery, a smart-talking, self-sufficient 

woman who's never asked a man's permission for anything. They will be joined by three 

other singular women who become known as the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky.  

What happens to them—and to the men they love—becomes an unforgettable drama of 

loyalty, justice, humanity, and passion. These heroic women refuse to be cowed by men 

or by convention. And though they face all kinds of dangers in a landscape that is at 

times breathtakingly beautiful, at others brutal, they’re committed to their job: bringing 

books to people who have never had any, arming them with facts that will change their 

lives. 
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Based on a true story rooted in America’s past, The Giver of Stars is unparalleled in its 

scope and epic in its storytelling. Funny, heartbreaking, enthralling, it is destined to 

become a modern classic—a richly rewarding novel of women’s friendship, of true love, 

and of what happens when we reach beyond our grasp for the great beyond. 

The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek – by Richardson, Kim Michele       

                                                                                                     FIC RICHARDSON 

1936. Cussy Mary Carter is the last of her kind, her skin the color of a blue damselfly in 

these dusty hills. But that doesn't mean she's got nothing to offer. As a member of the 

Pack Horse Library Project, Cussy delivers books to the hill folk of Troublesome, hoping 

to spread learning in these desperate times. But not everyone is so keen on Cussy's 

family or the Library Project, and the hardscrabble Kentuckians are quick to blame a 

Blue for any trouble in their small town. The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek is a 

story of raw courage, fierce strength, and one woman's determination to bring a little bit 

of hope to the darkly hollers. 

Tennessee (June 1, 1796) 

Ruby Falls – by Phillips, Gin                                                         FIC PHILLIPS 

In 1928, a Chattanooga man disappears down a hole in the ground and discovers a 

150-foot waterfall in the middle of a mountain that he names after his wife: Ruby Falls. 

Within months, visitors can buy tickets to see the falls for themselves. Ada Smith has 

been sneaking into the caves at night, entranced by the natural wonders around her and 

the freedom granted by this new underground world. But it's tough timing for a natural 

wonder. As the country flounders in the Great Depression, a shrewd public relations 

ploy seems like the only way to save Ruby Falls. A famous mind reader agrees to 

launch himself into the caverns where he will attempt to locate a hidden hatpin using 

only his psychic abilities. He'll be joined by five others: his manager, his wife, a guide, a 

Chattanooga businessman, and a reporter from the Chicago Times. But they're not 

alone in the caverns. Ada and another guide, Quinton, have been asked to follow the 

mind reader's party at a distance, staying out of sight. They are a safety net, in case of a 

broken leg or busted flashlights. One of them will be dead before the end of the day. 

Faced with a corpse and the stark reality that one of the people in her midst is a killer, 

Ada needs to get everyone--the murderer and the innocents--back aboveground before 

their light runs out. 

Nothing to See Here – by Wilson, Kevin                                     FIC WILSON 

Lillian and Madison were unlikely roommates and yet inseparable friends at their elite 

boarding school. But then Lillian had to leave the school unexpectedly in the wake of a 

scandal and they've barely spoken since. Until now, when Lillian gets a letter from 

Madison pleading for her help. 

Madison's twin stepkids are moving in with her family and she wants Lillian to be their 
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caretaker. However, there's a catch: the twins spontaneously combust when they get 

agitated, flames igniting from their skin in a startling but beautiful way. Lillian is 

convinced Madison is pulling her leg, but it's the truth. 

Thinking of her dead-end life at home, the life that has consistently disappointed her, 

Lillian, a truly unforgettable and witty protagonist, figures she has nothing to lose. Over 

the course of one humid, demanding summer, Lillian and the twins learn to trust each 

other—and stay cool—while also staying out of the way of Madison's buttoned-up 

politician husband. Surprised by her own ingenuity yet unused to the intense feelings of 

protectiveness she feels for them, Lillian ultimately begins to accept that she needs 

these strange children as much as they need her—urgently and fiercely. Couldn't this be 

the start of the amazing life she'd always hoped for? 

With white-hot wit and a big, tender heart, Kevin Wilson has written his best book yet—a 

most unusual story of parental love and the power of a found family. 

Before We Were Yours – by Wingate, Lisa                                  FIC WINGATE 

Two families, generations apart, are forever changed by a heartbreaking injustice in this 

poignant novel, inspired by a true story, for readers of Orphan Train and The 

Nightingale. Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four younger siblings 

live a magical life aboard their family's Mississippi River shantyboat. But when their 

father must rush their mother to the hospital one stormy night, Rill is left in charge--until 

strangers arrive in force. Wrenched from all that is familiar and thrown into a Tennessee 

Children's Home Society orphanage, the Foss children are assured that they will soon 

be returned to their parents--but they quickly realize the dark truth. At the mercy of the 

facility's cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother together in a world of 

danger and uncertainty. Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into wealth and 

privilege, Avery Stafford seems to have it all: a successful career as a federal 

prosecutor, a handsome fiance, and a lavish wedding on the horizon. But when Avery 

returns home to help her father weather a health crisis,a chance encounter leaves her 

with uncomfortable questions and compels her to take a journey through her family's 

long-hidden history, on a path that will ultimately lead eitherto devastation or to 

redemption. Based on one of America's most notorious real-life scandals--in which 

Georgia Tann, director of a Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold 

poor children to wealthy families all over the country--Lisa Wingate's riveting, wrenching, 

and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us how, even though the paths we take can lead to 

many places, the heart never forgets where we belong. 

The Serpent King – by Zentner, Jeff                                     YA FIC ZENTNER 

The son of a Pentecostal preacher faces his personal demons as he and his two 

outcast friends try to make it through their senior year of high school in rural Forrestville, 

Tennessee, without letting the small-town culture destroy their creative spirits and 

sense of self. 
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Ohio  (March 1, 1803) 

Ready Player One – by Cline, Ernest                                FIC CLINE 

"In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time Wade Watts really feels alive is 

when he's jacked into the OASIS, a vast virtual world where most of humanity spends 

their days. When the eccentric creator of the OASIS dies, he leaves behind a series of 

fiendish puzzles, based on his obsession with the pop culture of decades past. Whoever 

is first to solve them will inherit his vast fortune--and control of the OASIS itself. Then 

Wade cracks the first clue. Suddenly he's beset by rivals who'll kill to take this prize. The 

race is on--and the only way to survive is to win. 

Beloved – by Morrison, Toni                                               FIC MORRISON 

Sethe was born a slave and escaped to Ohio, but eighteen years later she is still not 

free. Sethe has too many memories of Sweet Home, the beautiful farm where so many 

hideous things happened. And Sethe’s new home is haunted by the ghost of her baby, 

who died nameless and whose tombstone is engraved with a single word: Beloved. 

Little Fires Everywhere – by Ng, Celeste                           FIC NG 

From the bestselling author of Everything I Never Told You and Our Missing 

Hearts comes a riveting novel that traces the intertwined fates of the picture-perfect 

Richardson family and the enigmatic mother and daughter who upend their lives. 

In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned—

from the layout of the winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful lives 

its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this spirit more than Elena 

Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the rules. 

Enter Mia Warren—an enigmatic artist and single mother—who arrives in this idyllic 

bubble with her teenaged daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. 

Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all four Richardson children are drawn 

to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past and a disregard 

for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered community. 

When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, 

a custody battle erupts that dramatically divides the town—and puts Mia and Elena on 

opposing sides.  Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is determined to uncover the 

secrets in Mia’s past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and devastating costs. 

Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and identity, and 

the ferocious pull of motherhood—and the danger of believing that following the rules 

can avert disaster. 

Eligible – by Sittenfeld, Curtis                                                 FIC SITTENFELD 

This version of the Bennet family—and Mr. Darcy—is one that you have and haven’t 

met before: Liz is a magazine writer in her late thirties who, like her yoga instructor older 

sister, Jane, lives in New York City. When their father has a health scare, they return to 
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their childhood home in Cincinnati to help—and discover that the sprawling Tudor they 

grew up in is crumbling and the family is in disarray. 

Youngest sisters Kitty and Lydia are too busy with their CrossFit workouts and Paleo 

diets to get jobs. Mary, the middle sister, is earning her third online master’s degree and 

barely leaves her room, except for those mysterious Tuesday-night outings she won’t 

discuss. And Mrs. Bennet has one thing on her mind: how to marry off her daughters, 

especially as Jane’s fortieth birthday fast approaches. 

Enter Chip Bingley, a handsome new-in-town doctor who recently appeared on the 

juggernaut reality TV dating show Eligible. At a Fourth of July barbecue, Chip takes an 

immediate interest in Jane, but Chip’s friend neurosurgeon Fitzwilliam Darcy reveals 

himself to Liz to be much less charming. . . . 

And yet, first impressions can be deceiving. 

Hillbilly Elegy – by Vance, J.D                                                305.562 VAN 

Shares the story of the author's family and upbringing, describing how they moved from 

poverty to an upwardly mobile clan that included the author, a Yale Law School 

graduate, while navigating the demands of middle class life and the collective 

demons of the past. 

Louisiana (April 30, 1812) 

A Lesson Before Dying – by Gaines, Ernest J                                  FIC GAINES 

A deep and compassionate novel about a young man who returns to 1940s Cajun 

country to visit a Black youth on death row for a crime he didn't commit. Together they 

come to understand the heroism of resisting. 

An American Marriage – by Jones, Tayari                                         FIC JONES 

Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of both the American Dream and the 

New South. He is a young executive, and she is an artist on the brink of an exciting 

career. But as they settle into the routine of their life together, they are ripped apart by 

circumstances neither could have imagined. Roy is arrested and sentenced to twelve 

years for a crime Celestial knows he didn’t commit. Though fiercely independent, 

Celestial finds herself bereft and unmoored, taking comfort in Andre, her childhood 

friend, and best man at their wedding. As Roy’s time in prison passes, she is unable to 

hold on to the love that has been her center. After five years, Roy’s conviction is 

suddenly overturned, and he returns to Atlanta ready to resume their life together.    

This stirring love story is a profoundly insightful look into the hearts and minds of three 

people who are at once bound and separated by forces beyond their control. An 

American Marriage is a masterpiece of storytelling, an intimate look deep into the souls 

of people who must reckon with the past while moving forward—with hope and pain—

into the future. 
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Indiana (December 11, 1818) 

The Fault in Our Stars – by Green, John                                     YA FIC GREEN 

Hazel and Gus are two extraordinary teenagers who share an acerbic wit, a disdain for 

the conventional, and a love that sweeps them on an unforgettable journey. Their 

relationship is all the more miraculous, given that they met and fell in love at a 

cancer support group. 

All The Bright Places – by Niven, Jennifer                                   YA FIC NIVEN 

Theodore Finch is fascinated by death. Every day he thinks of ways he might kill 

himself, but every day he also searches for—and manages to find—something to keep 

him here, and alive, and awake. 

Violet Markey lives for the future, counting the days until graduation, when she can 

escape her small Indiana town and her aching grief in the wake of her sister’s recent 

death. 

 When Finch and Violet meet on the ledge of the bell tower at school—six stories above 

the ground— it’s unclear who saves whom. Soon it’s only with Violet that Finch can be 

himself. And it’s only with Finch that Violet can forget to count away the days and start 

living them. But as Violet’s world grows, Finch’s begins to shrink. . . 

Mississippi (December10,1817) 

The Calamity Club – by Stockett, Kathryn                         FIC STOCKETT 

Oxford, Mississippi, 1933. 

Abandoned by her mother one Christmas Eve, eleven-year-old Meg Lefleur has learned 

the hard way to rely on no one. Now one of the unadoptable "big girls" at the Lafayette 

County Orphan Asylum, she fights each day to keep her spirit unbowed. 

Birdie Calhoun, unmarried and outspoken, has come to Oxford to ask her socialite sister 

to help the struggling family she’s left behind. But as the Depression tightens its grip, 

Birdie discovers her sister’s seemingly charmed life is a tapestry of lies. 

Then, Birdie encounters Charlie, a woman running low on luck with little left to lose. 

When their fates—and Meg’s—converge, Charlie comes up with an audacious plan for 

them to take control of their lives. But in a place and time where hypocrisy is rife and 

women’s freedom is fragile, even the smallest act of defiance can have dangerous 

consequences. 

The Calamity Club will make you laugh, cry, and cheer—an epic testament to 

underestimated women who know that calamity can be the spark of new beginnings. 

This is Kathryn Stockett at her most confident, heartfelt, and hilarious—the triumphant 

return of one of the most beloved storytellers of our time. 

The Hate U Give – by Thomas, Angie                                   YA FIC THOMAS 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where 

she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance 
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between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her 

childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe 

even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s 

name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What 

everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive 

who can answer that is Starr. 

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also 

endanger her life. 

Sing, Unburied, Sing – by Ward, Jesmyn                                 FIC WARD 

Jojo is thirteen years old and trying to understand what it means to be a man. He 

doesn’t lack in fathers to study, chief among them his Black grandfather, Pop. But there 

are other men who complicate his understanding: his absent White father, Michael, who 

is being released from prison; his absent White grandfather, Big Joseph, who won’t 

acknowledge his existence; and the memories of his dead uncle, Given, who died as a 

teenager. 

His mother, Leonie, is an inconsistent presence in his and his toddler sister’s lives. She 

is an imperfect mother in constant conflict with herself and those around her. She is 

Black and her children’s father is White. She wants to be a better mother but can’t put 

her children above her own needs, especially her drug use. Simultaneously tormented 

and comforted by visions of her dead brother, which only come to her when she’s high, 

Leonie is embattled in ways that reflect the brutal reality of her circumstances. 

When the children’s father is released from prison, Leonie packs her kids and a friend 

into her car and drives north to the heart of Mississippi and Parchman Farm, the State 

Penitentiary. At Parchman, there is another thirteen-year-old boy, the ghost of a dead 

inmate who carries all of the ugly history of the South with him in his wandering. He too 

has something to teach Jojo about fathers and sons, about legacies, about violence, 

about love. 

Illinois (December 3, 1818) 

Local Woman Missing – by Kubica, Mary                                    FIC KUBICA 

Shelby Tebow is the first to go missing. Not long after, Meredith Dickey and her six-year-

old daughter, Delilah, vanish just blocks away from where Shelby was last seen, striking 

fear into their once-peaceful community. Are these incidents connected? After an 

elusive search that yields more questions than answers, the case eventually goes cold. 

Now, eleven years later, Delilah shockingly returns. Everyone wants to know what 

happened to her, but no one is prepared for what they'll find. 

The Devil in The White City – by Larson, Erik                               364.1523 LAR 

Combining meticulous research with nail-biting storytelling, Erik Larson has crafted a 
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narrative with all the wonder of newly discovered history and the thrills of the best 

fiction. 

Two men, each handsome and unusually adept at his chosen work, embodied an 

element of the great dynamic that characterized America’s rush toward the twentieth 

century. The architect was Daniel Hudson Burnham, the fair’s brilliant director of works 

and the builder of many of the country’s most important structures, including the Flatiron 

Building in New York and Union Station in Washington, D.C. The murderer was Henry 

H. Holmes, a young doctor who, in a malign parody of the White City, built his “World’s 

Fair Hotel” just west of the fairgrounds—a torture palace complete with dissection table, 

gas chamber, and 3,000-degree crematorium. 

Burnham overcame tremendous obstacles and tragedies as he organized the talents of 

Frederick Law Olmsted, Charles McKim, Louis Sullivan, and others to transform 

swampy Jackson Park into the White City, while Holmes used the attraction of the great 

fair and his own satanic charms to lure scores of young women to their deaths. What 

makes the story all the more chilling is that Holmes really lived, walking the grounds of 

that dream city by the lake. 

The Devil in the White City draws the reader into the enchantment of the Guilded Age, 

made all the more appealing by a supporting cast of real-life characters, including 

Buffalo Bill, Theodore Dreiser, Susan B. Anthony, Thomas Edison, Archduke Francis 

Ferdinand, and others. Erik Larson’s gifts as a storyteller are magnificently displayed in 

this rich narrative of the master builder, the killer, and the great fair that obsessed them 

both. 

The Great Believers – by Makkai, Rebecca                                   FIC MAKKAI 

A dazzling new novel of friendship and redemption in the face of tragedy and loss set in 

1980s Chicago and contemporary Paris, by the acclaimed and award-winning author 

Rebecca Makkai. In 1985, Yale Tishman, the development director for an art gallery in 

Chicago, is about to pull off an amazing coup, bringing in an extraordinary collection of 

1920s paintings as a gift to the gallery. Yet as his career begins to flourish, the carnage 

of the AIDS epidemic grows around him. One by one, his friends are dying and after his 

friend Nico's funeral, the virus circles closer and closer to Yale himself. Soon the only 

person he has left is Fiona, Nico's little sister. Thirty years later, Fiona is in Paris 

tracking down her estranged daughter who disappeared into a cult. While staying with 

an old friend, a famous photographer who documented the Chicago crisis, she finds 

herself finally grappling with the devastating ways AIDS affected her life and her 

relationship with her daughter. The two intertwining stories take us through the 

heartbreak of the eighties and the chaos of the modern world, as both Yale and Fiona 

struggle to find goodness in the midst of disaster. 

Arsenic and Adobo – by Manansala, Mia P                              MYS MANANSALA 

The first book in a new culinary cozy series full of sharp humor and delectable dishes-
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one that might just be killer.... When Lila Macapagal moves back home to recover from 

a horrible breakup, her life seems to be following all the typical rom-com tropes. She's 

tasked with saving her Tita Rosie's failing restaurant, and she has to deal with a group 

of matchmaking aunties who shower her with love and judgment. But when a 

notoriously nasty food critic (who happens to be her ex-boyfriend) drops dead moments 

after a confrontation with Lila, her life quickly swerves from a Nora Ephron romp to an 

Agatha Christie case. With the cops treating her like she's the one and only suspect, 

and the shady landlord looking to finally kick the Macapagal family out and resell the 

storefront, Lila's left with no choice but to conduct her own investigation. Armed with the 

nosy auntie network, her barista best bud, and her trusted Dachshund, Longganisa, Lila 

takes on this tasty, twisted case and soon finds her own neck on the chopping block... 

Alabama (December 14, 1819) 

Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café – by Flagg, Fanny       FIC FLAGG 

Folksy and fresh, endearing and affecting, Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop 

Cafe is a now-classic novel about two women: Evelyn, who’s in the sad slump of middle 

age, and gray-headed Mrs. Threadgoode, who’s telling her life story. Her tale includes 

two more women—the irrepressibly daredevilish tomboy Idgie and her friend Ruth—who 

back in the thirties ran a little place in Whistle Stop, Alabama, offering good coffee, 

southern barbecue, and all kinds of love and laughter—even an occasional murder. And 

as the past unfolds, the present will never be quite the same again. 

To Kill a Mockingbird – by Lee, Harper                                                     FIC LEE 

One of the most cherished stories of all time, To Kill a Mockingbird has been translated 

into more than forty languages, sold more than forty million copies worldwide, served as 

the basis for an enormously popular motion picture, and was voted one of the best 

novels of the twentieth century by librarians across the country. A gripping, heart-

wrenching, and wholly remarkable tale of coming-of-age in a South poisoned by virulent 

prejudice, it views a world of great beauty and savage inequities through the eyes of a 

young girl, as her father—a crusading local lawyer—risks everything to defend a black 

man unjustly accused of a terrible crime. 

Just Mercy – by Stevenson, Bryan                                             353.4809 STE 

An unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer's coming of age, a moving 

window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for 

compassion in the pursuit of true justice. 
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Maine (March 15, 1820) 

Heartwood – by Gaige, Amity                                                          FIC GAIGE 

In the heart of the Maine woods, an experienced Appalachian Trail hiker goes missing. 

She is forty-two-year-old Valerie Gillis, who has vanished 200 miles from her final 

destination. Alone in the wilderness, Valerie pours her thoughts into fractured, poetic 

letters to her mother as she battles the elements and struggles to keep hoping. At the 

heart of the investigation is Beverly, the determined Maine State Game Warden tasked 

with finding Valerie, who leads the search on the ground. Meanwhile, Lena, a seventy-

six-year-old birdwatcher in a Connecticut retirement community, becomes an 

unexpected armchair detective. Roving between these compelling narratives, a puzzle 

emerges, intensifying the frantic search, as Valerie's disappearance may not be 

accidental. 

Carrie – by King, Stephen                                                               FIC KING 

Stephen King's legendary debut, about a teenage outcast and the revenge she enacts 

on her classmates. Carrie White may be picked on by her classmates, but she has a 

gift. She can move things with her mind. Doors lock. Candles fall. This is her power and 

her problem. Then, an act of kindness, as spontaneous as the vicious taunts of her 

classmates, offers Carrie a chance to be a normal... until an unexpected cruelty turns 

her gift into a weapon of horror and destruction that no one will ever forget. 

Frozen River – by Lawhon, Ariel                                                    FIC LAWHON 

A gripping historical mystery based on the real-life diary entries of Martha Ballard, an 

18th-century midwife who defied the legal system and wrote herself into American 

history. Maine, 1789: When the Kennebec River freezes, entombing a man in the ice, 

Martha Ballard is summoned to examine the body and determine cause of death. As a 

midwife and healer, she is privy to much of what goes on behind closed doors in 

Hallowell. Her diary is a record of every birth and death, crime and debacle that unfolds 

in the close-knit community. Months earlier, Martha documented the details of an 

alleged rape committed by two of the town's most respected gentlemen--one of whom 

has now been found dead in the ice. But when a local physician undermines her 

conclusion, declaring the death to be an accident, Martha is forced to investigate the 

shocking murder on her own. Over the course of one winter, as the trial nears, and 

whispers and prejudices mount, Martha doggedly pursues the truth. Her diary soon 

lands at the center of the scandal, implicating those she loves, and compelling Martha 

to decide where her own loyalties lie. 

Maine Characters: A Novel - by Orenstein, Hannah                        FIC ORENSTEIN 

Every summer, Vivian Levy and Lucy Webster spend a month with their father at his 

lake house — separately. Raised in New York City, Vivian is an ambitious sommelier 

with a secret that could derail her future. Lucy grew up in a tiny Maine town, where she 
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now teaches high school English while watching her marriage unravel. They’ve never 

met. While Lucy envied her half-sister from afar, their father kept Vivian in the dark. 

When Vivian arrives at the lake to spread his ashes and sell his cabin, she's shocked to 

find Lucy there, awaiting his return. In an ideal world, they’d help each other through 

their grief. Instead, forced to spend the summer together, they fight through a storm of 

suspicion and hostility to untangle the messy truth about their parents’ pasts. While Lucy 

is desperate to hold onto the house, Vivian is scrambling after a betrayal. After thirty 

years apart, is it too late for them to be a family? 

Missouri (August 10, 1821) 

James – by Everett, Percival                                                 FIC EVERETT 

When Jim overhears that he is about to be sold to a man in New Orleans, separated 

from his wife and daughter forever, he runs away until he can formulate a plan. 

Meanwhile, Huck has faked his own death to escape his violent father. As all readers of 

American literature know, thus begins the dangerous and transcendent journey by raft 

down the Mississippi River toward the elusive and unreliable promise of the Free States 

and beyond.  

Brimming with the electrifying humor and lacerating observations that have made 

Everett a literary icon, this brilliant and tender novel radically illuminates Jim’s agency, 

intelligence, and compassion as never before. James is destined to be a major 

publishing event and a cornerstone of twenty-first century American literature. 

 

Gone Girl – by Flynn, Gillian 

On a warm summer morning in North Carthage, Missouri, it is Nick and Amy Dunne’s 

fifth wedding anniversary. Presents are being wrapped and reservations are being made 

when Nick’s clever and beautiful wife disappears. Husband-of-the-Year Nick isn’t doing 

himself any favors with cringe-worthy daydreams about the slope and shape of his 

wife’s head, but passages from Amy's diary reveal the alpha-girl perfectionist could have 

put anyone dangerously on edge. Under mounting pressure from the police and the 

media—as well as Amy’s fiercely doting parents, the town golden boy parades an 

endless series of lies, deceits, and inappropriate behavior. Nick is oddly evasive, and 

he’s definitely bitter—but is he really a killer? 

All the Colors of the Dark – by Whitaker, Chris        FIC WHITAKER 

1975 is a time of change in America. The Vietnam War is ending. Muhammad Ali is 

fighting Joe Frazier. And in the small town of Monta Clare, Missouri, girls are 

disappearing. When the daughter of a wealthy family is targeted, the most unlikely hero 

emerges--Patch, a local boy, who saves the girl, and, in doing so, leaves heartache in 

his wake. Patch and those who love him soon discover that the line between triumph 

and tragedy has never been finer. And that their search for answers will lead them to 
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truths that could mean losing one another. A missing person mystery, a serial killer 

thriller, a love story, a unique twist on each, Chris Whitaker has written a novel about 

what lurks in the shadows of obsession and the blinding light of hope. 

Arkansas (June 15, 1836) 

Warriors Don’t Cry – by Beals, Melba Pattillo                               370.19 BEA 

he author describes the threats and emotional abuse she endured from white student 

and adults along with her fears of endangering her family as she commited to being one 

of the first African American students to integrate Central High School in Little Rock, 

Arkansas in 1957. 

A Painted House – by Grisham, John                                            FIC GRISHAM 

Until that September of 1952, Luke Chandler had never kept a secret or told a single lie. 

But in the long, hot summer of his seventh year, two groups of migrant workers—and 

two very dangerous men—came through the Arkansas Delta to work the Chandler 

cotton farm. And suddenly mysteries are flooding Luke’s world. 

A brutal murder leaves the town seething in gossip and suspicion. A beautiful young 

woman ignites forbidden passions. A fatherless baby is born . . . and someone has 

begun furtively painting the bare clapboards of the Chandler farmhouse, slowly, 

painstakingly, bathing the run-down structure in gleaming white. And as young Luke 

watches the world around him, he unravels secrets that could shatter lives—and change 

his family and his town forever. 

Come and Get It – by Reid, Kiley                                                       FIC REID 

It's 2017 at the University of Arkansas. Millie Cousins, a senior resident assistant, wants 

to graduate, get a job, and buy a house. So when Agatha Paul, a visiting professor and 

writer, offers Millie an easy yet unusual opportunity, she jumps at the chance. But 

Millie's starry-eyed hustle becomes jeopardized by odd new friends, vengeful dorm 

pranks, and illicit intrigue. 
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