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                      Page Turners 
                            @   

             Monroe Township Library 

     Novel Set in Libraries (April 2026) 

 
The Reading List – by Adams, Sara Niasha                              FIC ADAMS 

An unforgettable and heartwarming debut about how a chance encounter with a list of 

library books helps forge an unlikely friendship between two very different people in a 

London suburb. 

Widower Mukesh lives a quiet life in Wembley, in West London after losing his beloved 

wife. He shops every Wednesday, goes to Temple, and worries about his 

granddaughter, Priya, who hides in her room reading while he spends his evenings 

watching nature documentaries. 

Aleisha is a bright but anxious teenager working at the local library for the summer 

when she discovers a crumpled-up piece of paper in the back of To Kill a Mockingbird. 

It's a list of novels that she's never heard of before. Intrigued, and a little bored with her 

slow job at the checkout desk, she impulsively decides to read every book on the list, 

one after the other. As each story gives up its magic, the books transport Aleisha from 

the painful realities she's facing at home. 

When Mukesh arrives at the library, desperate to forge a connection with his bookworm 

granddaughter, Aleisha passes along the reading list...hoping that it will be a lifeline for 

him too. Slowly, the shared books create a connection between two lonely souls, as 

fiction helps them escape their grief and everyday troubles and find joy again. 
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The Littlest Library – by Alexander, Poppy                     FIC ALEXANDER 
A heartwarming literary-themed novel about a woman who turns an ordinary red phone 

box into the littlest library in England and brings together a struggling town. A little red 

telephone box full of stories, a chance to change her life... Jess Metcalf is perfectly 

content with her quiet, predictable life. But when her beloved grandmother passes away 

and she loses her job at the local library, Jess' life is turned upside down. Determined to 

pick up the pieces, Jess decides it's time for a new beginning. Unable to part with her 

grandmother's cherished books, she packs them all up and moves to a tiny cottage in 

the English countryside. To her surprise, Jess discovers that she's now the owner of an 

old red phone box that was left on the property. Missing her job at the local library, Jess 

decides to give back to her new community--using her grandmother's collection to turn 

the ordinary phone box into the littlest library in England. It's not long before the books 

are borrowed and begin to work their literary magic--bringing the villagers together... 

and managing to draw Jess' grumpy but handsome neighbor out of his shell. Maybe it's 

finally time for Jess to follow her heart, let go of her old life, and make the village her 

home? But will she be able to take the leap? 

What You are Looking for is in the Library – by Aoyama, Michiko    

                                                                                         FIC AOYAMA 

What are you looking for? So asks Tokyo's most enigmatic librarian. For Sayuri Komachi 

is able to sense exactly what each visitor to her library is searching for and provide just 

the book recommendation to help them find it. A restless retail assistant looks to gain 

new skills, a mother tries to overcome demotion at work after maternity leave, 

a conscientious accountant yearns to open an antique store, a recently retired 

salaryman searches for newfound purpose. In Komachi's unique book 

recommendations they will find just what they need to achieve their dreams. What You 

Are Looking for Is in the Library is about the magic of libraries and the discovery of 

connection. This inspirational tale shows how, by listening to our hearts, seizing 

opportunity and reaching out, we too can fulfill our lifelong dreams. Which book will you 

recommend? 

The War Librarian – by Armstrong, Addison                   FIC ARMSTRONG 

The Paris Library meets The Flight Girls in this captivating historical novel about the 

sacrifice and courage necessary to live a life of honor, inspired by the first female 

volunteer librarians during World War I and the first women accepted into the U.S. Naval 

Academy. 

The Personal Librarian – by Benedict, Marie                       FIC BENEDICT 

The remarkable, little-known story of Belle da Costa Greene, J. P. Morgan's personal 

librarian-who became one of the most powerful women in New York despite the 

dangerous secret she kept in order to make her dreams come true. In her twenties, 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=145b6f3a-3c15-5454-b156-f2d2615fde8f&entityType=FormatGroup
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heritage that lets her pass as white- her complexion is dark because she is African 

American. The Personal Librarian tells the story of an extraordinary woman, famous for 

her intellect, style, and wit, and shares the lengths she must go-for the protection of her 

family and Belle da Costa Greene is hired by J. Pierpont Morgan to curate a collection 

of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for his newly built Morgan Library. Belle 

becomes a fixture on the New York society scene and one of the most powerful people 

in the art and book world, known for her impeccable taste and shrewd negotiating for 

critical works as she helps build a world-class collection. But Belle has a secret, one she 

must protect at all costs. She was born not Belle da Costa Greene but Belle Marion 

Greener. She is the daughter of Richard Greener, the first Black graduate of Harvard 

and well-known advocate for equality. Belle's complexion isn't dark because of her 

alleged Portuguese her legacy-to preserve her carefully crafted white identity in the 

racist world in which she lives. 

Death Overdue – by Brook, Allison                                       MYS BROOK 

Carrie Singleton is just about done with Clover Ridge, Connecticut, until she's offered a 

job as the head of programs and event at the spooky local library, complete with its own 

librarian ghost. Her first major event is a program presented by a retired homicide 

detective, Al Buckley, who claims he knows who murdered Laura Foster, a much-loved 

part-time library aide who was bludgeoned to death fifteen years earlier. As he invites 

members of the audience to share stories about Laura, he suddenly keels over and 

dies. 

What You Wish For – by Center, Katherine                           FIC CENTER 

Samantha Casey loves everything about her job as an elementary school librarian on 

the sunny, historic island of Galveston, Texas-the goofy kids, the stately Victorian 

building, the butterfly garden. But when the school suddenly loses its beloved principal, 

it turns out his replacement will be none other than Duncan Carpenter-a former, 

unrequited crush of Sam's from many years before. When Duncan shows up as her new 

boss, though, he's nothing like the sweet teacher she once swooned over. He's become 

stiff, humorless, and obsessed with school safety. Now, with Duncan determined to 

destroy everything Sam loves about her school in the name of security-and turn it into 

nothing short of a prison-Sam has to stand up for everyone she cares about before the 

school that's become her home is gone for good. 

Mrs. Christie at the Mystery Guild Library – by Chapman, Amanda     

                                                                                     MYS CHAPMAN                                 

Book conservator Tory Van Dyne and a woman claiming to be Agatha Christie on 

holiday from the Great Beyond join forces to catch a killer in this spirited mystery from 

Amanda Chapman. Tory Van Dyne is the most down-to-earth member of a decidedly 

eccentric old-money New York family. For one thing, as book conservator at 
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Manhattan's Mystery Guild Library, she actually has a job. Plus, she's left up-town 

society behind for a quiet life downtown. So she's not thrilled when she discovers a 

woman in the library's Christie Room who calmly introduces herself as Agatha Christie, 

politely requests a cocktail, and announces she's there to help solve a murder- that has 

not yet happened. But as soon as Tory determines that this is just a fairly nutty Christie 

fangirl, her socialite/actress cousin Nicola gets caught up in the suspicious death of her 

less-than-lovable talent agent. Nic, as always, looks to Tory for help. Tory, in turn, looks 

to Mrs. Christie. The woman, whoever or whatever she is, clearly knows her stuff when 

it comes to crime. Aided by a found family of unlikely sleuths-including a snarky 

librarian, an eleven-year-old computer whiz, and an NYPD detective with terrible taste in 

suits-Tory and the woman claiming to be her very much deceased literary idol begin to 

unravel the twists and turns of a murderer's devious mind. Because, in the immortal 

words of Miss Jane Marple, "murder is never simple. 

The Lost Story of Eva Fuentes – by Cleeton, Charles      FIC CLEETON 

A mysterious book with a legacy spanning from the beginning of the twentieth century to 

the present day unites three women in this unforgettable novel. London, 2024: When 

American expat Margo Reynolds is hired to source a book that's more than one hundred 

and twenty years old, she thinks her greatest challenge is going to be that there's only 

one copy in existence. However, it quickly becomes clear that her client isn't the only 

person determined to procure the book at any cost. Thrust into a deadly quest, Margo 

teams up with an unlikely ally-the man she loved and lost-and is forced to confront the 

ghosts of her own past as the lingering feelings that simmer between them ignite. 

Havana, 1966: Pilar Castillo's days are spent working as a librarian in Havana, her 

nights spent hoping for her husband's freedom after his unjust imprisonment. But Pilar 

has a secret that could jeopardize her life. She's fighting Fidel's regime in her own way, 

and when she comes into possession of a book that was published more than sixty 

years earlier, she must decide how much she's willing to risk to protect the literary works 

entrusted to her care. Boston, 1900: For Cuban teacher Eva Fuentes, traveling from 

Havana to Harvard to participate in the largest cultural exchange between Cuba and the 

United States is not only a chance to represent her country at a critical time in its bid for 

independence, but also an opportunity to work on the book she's writing. When a 

moonlit encounter with an enigmatic stranger alters the course of Eva's summer at 

Harvard, and as secrets, lies, and forbidden love rise to the surface, Eva's life-and 

legacy-is irrevocably changed. 

The Invisible Library – by Cogman, Genevieve                  SF COGMAN 

Collecting books can be a dangerous prospect in this fun, time-traveling, fantasy 

adventure from a spectacular debut author. One thing any Librarian will tell you: the 

truth is much stranger than fiction... Irene is a professional spy for the mysterious 

Library, a shadowy organization that collects important works of fiction from all of 
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the different realities. Most recently, she and her enigmatic assistant Kai have been sent 

to an alternative London. Their mission: Retrieve a particularly dangerous book. The 

problem: By the time they arrive, it's already been stolen. London's underground 

factions are prepared to fight to the death to find the tome before Irene and Kai do, a 

problem compounded by the fact that this world is chaos-infested--the laws of nature 

bent to allow supernatural creatures and unpredictable magic to run rampant. To make 

matters worse, Kai is hiding something-- secrets that could be just as volatile as the 

chaos-filled world itself. Now Irene is caught in a puzzling web of deadly danger, 

conflicting clues, and sinister secret societies. And failure is not an option--because it 

isn't just Irene's reputation at stake, it's the nature of reality itself. 

The Lions of Fifth Avenue – by Davis, Fiona                              FIC DAVIS 

A New York Public Library superintendent's wife reevaluates her priorities upon joining a 

woman's suffrage group in 1913, decades before her granddaughter's efforts to save an 

exhibit expose tragic family secrets. 

The Librarianist – by DeWitt, Patrick                                        FIC DEWITT 

Bob Comet is a retired librarian, isolated but not lonely, living out his quiet days in a 

mint-colored house in Oregon, surrounded by his books and small comforts. One 

morning, out on his daily walk, he performs an act of kindness that brings him into 

contact with a nearby senior center, where he soon begins volunteering. Here, as a 

community of peers and friends gathers around Bob and following a happenstance 

brush with a painful complication from his past, the events of his life and the details of 

his character are revealed. Behind Bob Comet's plain facade is the story of an unhappy 

child's runaway adventure, of true love found and stolen away, of the purpose and pride 

found in vocation, and the ultimate acceptance of a life lived to the side of the masses. 

The Librarianist is a wide-ranging and ambitious homage to the life lived through and for 

literature. With his inimitable verve, skewed humor, and compassion for the outcast, 

deWitt celebrates the extraordinary in the so-called ordinary life, and depicts beautifully 

the turbulence that sometimes exists beneath a surface of serenity. 

The Name of the Rose – by Eco, Umberto                             FIC ECO 

Italy, 1347. While Brother William of Baskerville is investigating accusations of heresy at 

a wealthy abbey, his inquiries are disrupted by a series of bizarre deaths. Turning his 

practiced detective skills to finding the killer, he relies on logic (Aristotle), theology 

(Thomas Aquinas), empirical insights (Roger Bacon), and his own wry humor and 

ferocious curiosity. With the aid of his young apprentice, William scours the abbey, from 

its stables to the labyrinthine library, piecing together evidence, and deciphering cryptic 

symbols and coded manuscripts to uncover the truth about this place where "the most 

interesting things happen at night." First published in 1980, The Name of the Rose 

became an international sensation, beguiling readers around the world with its mix of 
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history, humor, and intellectual heft. This beautifully designed modern edition, illustrated 

with exclusive original drawings created by Umberto Eco, will enchant a new generation 

of readers and entice old fans to fall under its spell once again. 

Upright Women Wanted – by Gailey, Sarah                            FIC GAILEY 

Esther is a stowaway. She's hidden herself away in the Librarian's book wagon in an 

attempt to escape the marriage her father has arranged for her-a marriage to the man 

who was previously engaged to her best friend. Her best friend who she was in love 

with. Her best friend who was just executed for possession of resistance 

propaganda. The future American Southwest is full of bandits, fascists, and queer 

librarian spies on horseback trying to do the right thing. 

The Woman in the Library – by Gentill, Sulari                      MYS GENTILL 

The ornate reading room at the Boston Public Library is quiet—until the tranquility is 

shattered by a woman's terrified scream. Security guards take charge immediately, 

instructing everyone inside to stay put until the threat is identified and contained. While 

they wait for the all-clear, four strangers, who'd happened to sit at the same table, pass 

the time in conversation, and friendships are struck. Each has his or her own reasons 

for being in the reading room that morning—it just happens that one is a murderer. 

Award-winning author Sulari Gentill delivers a sharply thrilling listen with this 

unexpectedly twisty literary adventure that examines the complicated nature of 

friendship and reveals that words can be the most treacherous weapons of all. 

The Library of Borrowed Hearts – by Gilmore, Lucy          FIC GILMORE 

                                                                        (Available through the Consortium) 

Librarian Chloe Sampson has been struggling: to take care of her three younger 

siblings, to find herself, to make ends meet. She's just about at the end of her rope 

when she stumbles across a rare edition of a book from the 1960s at the local flea 

market. Deciding it's a sign of her luck turning, she takes it home with her-only to be 

shocked when her cranky hermit of a neighbor swoops in and offers to buy it for an 

exorbitant price. Intrigued, Chloe takes a closer look at the book only to find notes 

scribbled in the margins between two young lovers back when the book was new...one 

of whom is almost definitely Jasper Holmes, the curmudgeon next door. And when she 

begins following the clues left behind, she discovers this isn't the only old book in town 

filled with their romantic marginalia. This kickstarts a literary scavenger hunt that Chloe 

is determined to see through to the end. What happened to the two tragic lovers who 

corresponded in the margins of so many different library books? And what does it have 

to do with the old, sad man next door-who only now has begun to open his home to 

Chloe and her siblings? In a romantic tale that spans the decades, Chloe discovers that 

there's much more to her neighbor than meets the eye. And in allowing herself to accept 
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the unexpected friendship he offers, she learns that some love stories begin in the 

unlikeliest of places. 

The Midnight Library – by Haig, Matt                                        FIC HAIG 

Nora Seed finds herself faced with the possibility of changing her life for a new one, 

following a different career, undoing old breakups, or realizing her dreams of becoming 

a glaciologist, she must search within herself as she travels through the Midnight Library 

to decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the first place. 

The Book Charmer – by Hawkins, Karen                                FIC HAWKINS 

                                                                     (Available through the Consortium) 

A charming and evocative story about a picturesque Southern town, two fiercely 

independent women, and a magical friendship that will change their lives forever. 

The Library at Mount Char – by Hawkins, Scott                    FIC HAWKINS 

                                                                     (Available through the Consortium) 

After she and a dozen other children found them being raised by "Father, " a cruel man 

with mysterious powers, Carolyn and her "siblings" begin to think he might be God. 

When Father disappears, they square off against each other to determine who will 

inherit his library, which may hold the power to all Creation. As Carolyn gathers the tools 

she needs for the battle to come she has a play. The only trouble is that in the war to 

make a new God, she's forgotten to protect the things that make her human ... 

Summer Hours at The Robbers Library – by Halpern, Sue    

                                        FIC HALPERN (Available through the Consortium) 

People are drawn to libraries for all kinds of reasons. Most come for the books 

themselves, of course; some come to borrow companionship. For head librarian Kit, the 

public library in Riverton, New Hampshire, offers what she craves most: peace. Here, no 

one expects Kit to talk about the calamitous events that catapulted her out of what she 

thought was a settled, suburban life. She can simply submerge herself in her beloved 

books and try to forget her problems. But that changes when fifteen-year-old, home-

schooled Sunny gets arrested for shoplifting a dictionary. The judge throws the book at 

Sunny--literally--assigning her to do community service at the library for the summer. 

Bright, curious, and eager to connect with someone other than her off-the-grid hippie 

parents, Sunny coaxes Kit out of her self-imposed isolation. They're joined by Rusty, a 

Wall Street high-flyer suddenly crashed to earth. In this little library that has become the 

heart of this small town, Kit, Sunny, and Rusty are drawn to each other, and to a cast of 

other offbeat regulars. As they come to terms with how their lives have unraveled, they 

also discover how they might knit them together again and finally reclaim their stories. 
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The Library at the Edge of the World – by Hayes-McCoy, Felicity     

                                                                                    FIC HAYES-MCCOY 
Returning home after her divorce, librarian Hanna Casey is determined to reclaim her 
independence, but with the threatened closure of the local library she finds herself leading 
a battle to heal the community. 

The Sixteen Pleasures – by Hellenga, Robert              FIC HELLENGA 

                                                                           (Available through the Consortium) 

Margot Harrington, an American volunteer in Florence, is an expert at book 

conservancy. While struggling to save a waterlogged convent library, she comes across 

a fabulous volume of sixteen erotic drawings by Giulio Romano, accompanying sixteen 

steamy sonnets by Pietro Aretino. When first published over four centuries ago, the 

Vatican ordered all copies destroyed. This one—now unique—volume has survived. 

The abbess prevails upon Margot to save the order’s finances by selling the 

magnificently illustrated erotica discreetly—meaning without the bishop’s knowledge. 

Margot’s other clandestine project is a middle-aged Italian who is boldly attempting 

radical measures to save endangered frescoes. She is 29 and available; he, older and 

married. He shares her sense of mission and soon her bed in this daring story of 

spiritual longing and earthly desire. 

Funny Story – by Henry, Emily                                        FIC HENRY 

future dinner Daphne always loved the way Peter told their story. How they met, fell in 

love, and moved back to his lakeside hometown to begin their life together. Too bad it 

turned out to be more of a prequel, a complication to Peter's actual love story, the one 

that ends with him dumping Daphne before their wedding to begin a relationship with his 

lifelong best friend, Petra. And so that's how Daphne's story really begins: stranded in 

beautiful Waning Bay, Michigan, without friends or family but with a dream job as a 

children's librarian (that barely pays the bills) and proposing to be roommates with the 

only other non-Peter-related person she knows: Petra's heartbroken ex, Miles Nowak. 

Just until she can get a new dream job literally anywhere else. Scruffy and chaotic, 

Miles is entirely the opposite of buttoned-up Daphne, and they mainly avoid one another 

until one night, while drowning their sorrows, they form a tenuous friendship. Miles 

decides he will convince Daphne to give Waning Bay a real shot. He'll show her why he 

loves this idyllic town and its residents, and if they happen to post deliberately 

misleading photos of their adventures together--for a particular audience of two--who 

could blame them? Miles believes Daphne deserves the chance to build a life here, her 

own life. As she begins to fall for the town, Daphne wonders what this summer is 

supposed to mean. Is it just for fun? An interlude to her own love story? Or maybe it was 

never meant to be a love story? Maybe it was just an anecdote to share at parties: that 

time she fell in love with her ex-fiancae's new fiancae's ex-boyfriend. Who's to say? 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=bce09ff3-0f72-11ee-b632-33e5aba374b5&entityType=Agent
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The Good Sister – by Hepworth, Sally                    FIC HEPWORTH 

There's only been one time that Rose couldn't stop me from doing the wrong thing and 

that was a mistake that will haunt me for the rest of my life. 

Fern Castle works in her local library. She has dinner with her twin sister Rose three 

nights a week. And she avoids crowds, bright lights and loud noises as much as 

possible. Fern has a carefully structured life and disrupting her routine can 

be...dangerous. 

When Rose discovers that she cannot get pregnant, Fern sees her chance to pay her 

sister back for everything Rose has done for her. Fern can have a baby for Rose. She 

just needs to find a father. Simple. 

Fern's mission will shake the foundations of the life she has carefully built for herself 

and stir up dark secrets from the past, in this quirky, rich and shocking story of what 

families keep hidden. 

The Library of Fates – by Khorana, Aditi                YA FIC KHORANA 

                                                                     (Available through the Consortium) 

After losing everything when her father's kingdom is brutally and suddenly taken over, 

sixteen-year-old Princess Amrita flees the royal palace with her companion, the seer 

and former slave Thala, and together they hope to find the legendary Library of All 

Things, where they can access the stories of their lives and their loved ones, change 

their future, and save the kingdom. 

The Department of Rare Books and Special Collections – by Jurczyk, Eve 

                                                                                    FIC JURCZYK 

Liesl Weiss has been (mostly) happy working in the rare books department of a large 

university, managing details and working behind the scenes to make the head of the 

department look good. But when her boss has a stroke and she's left to run things, she 

discovers that the library's most prized manuscript is missing. Liesl tries to sound the 

alarm and inform the police about the missing priceless book but is told repeatedly to 

keep quiet to keep the doors open and the donors happy. But then a librarian goes 

missing as well. Liesl must investigate both disappearances, unspooling her colleagues' 

pasts like the threads of a rare book binding as it becomes clear that someone in the 

department must be responsible for the theft. What Liesl discovers about the dusty 

manuscripts she has worked among for so long-and about the people who preserve and 

revere them-shakes the very foundation on which she has built her life. 

The Lost Book of Bonn – by Labuskes, Brianna            FIC LABUSKES 

                                                                                 (Available through the Consortium) 

Germany, 1946: Emmy Clarke is a librarian not a soldier. But that doesn't stop the 

Library of Congress from sending her overseas to Germany to help the Monuments 

Men retrieve and catalog precious literature that was plundered by the Nazis. The 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=f0816a4c-d4f5-566a-9d42-7d4b37bc29c9&entityType=FormatGroup
https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=02584d5a-0f6c-11ee-b632-71e4acb2c639&entityType=Agent
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Offenbach Archival Depot and its work may get less attention than returning art to its 

rightful owners, but for Emmy, who sees the personalized messages on the inside of the 

books and the notes in margins of pages, it feels just as important. On Emmy's first day 

at work, she finds a poetry collection by Rainer Maria Rilke, and on the title page is a 

handwritten dedication: "To Annelise, my brave Edelweiss Pirate." Emmy is instantly 

intrigued by the story behind the dedication and becomes determined to figure out what 

happened. The hunt for the rightful owner of the book leads Emmy to two sisters, a 

horrific betrayal, and an extraordinary protest against the Nazis that was held in Berlin 

at the height of the war. Nearly a decade earlier, hundreds of brave women gathered in 

the streets after their Jewish husbands were detained by the Gestapo. Through freezing 

rain and RAF bombings, the women faced down certain death and did what so few 

others dared to do under the Third Reich. They said no. Emmy grapples with her own 

ghosts as she begins to wonder if she's just chasing two more. What she finds instead 

is a powerful story of love, forgiveness, and courage that brings light to even the darkest 

of postwar days. 

The Borrower – by Makkai, Rebecca                          FIC MAKKAI 

Lucy Hull, a young children's librarian in Hannibal, Missouri, finds herself both a 

kidnapper and kidnapped when her favorite patron, ten-year-old Ian Drake, runs away 

from home. The precocious Ian is addicted to reading but needs Lucy's help to smuggle 

books past his overbearing mother, who has enrolled Ian in weekly antigay classes with 

celebrity Pastor Bob. Lucy stumbles into a moral dilemma when she finds Ian camped 

out in the library after hours with a knapsack of provisions and an escape plan. 

Desperate to save him from Pastor Bob and the Drakes, Lucy allows herself to be 

hijacked by Ian. The odd pair embarks on a crazy road trip from Missouri to Vermont, 

with ferrets, an inconvenient boyfriend, and upsetting family history thrown in their path. 

But is it just Ian who is running away? Who is the man who seems to be on their tail? 

And should Lucy be trying to save a boy from his own parents? 

The Dark Library – by Martinez, Cyrille                       FIC MARTINEZ 

Libraries are magical places. But what if they're even more magical than we know? In 

Cyrille Martinez's library, the books are alive: not just their ideas or their stories, but the 

books themselves. Meet the Angry Young Book, who has strong opinions about who 

reads what and why. He's tired of people reading bestsellers, so he places himself 

on the desks of those who might appreciate him. Meet the Old Historian who 

mysteriously vanished from the stacks. Meet the Blue Librarian, the Mauve Librarian, 

the Yellow Librarian, and spend a day with the Red Librarian trying to banish coffee 

cups and laptops. Then one day there are no empty desks anywhere in the Great 

Library. A great horde of student workers has descended, and they will scan every 

single book in the library: the much borrowed, the neglected, the popular, the obscure. 

What will happen to the library then? Will it still be necessary? The Dark Library is a 
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theoretical fiction, a meditation on what libraries mean in our digital world. Has the act of 

reading changed? What is a reader? A book? Martinez, a librarian himself, has written a 

love letter to the urban forest of the dark, wild library, where ideas and stories roam free. 

The Giant’s House – by McCracken, Elizabeth               FIC MCCRACKEN 
The year is 1950, and in a small town on Cape Cod, 26-year-old librarian Peggy Cort 

feels like love and life have stood her up.  

Until the day James Carlson Sweatt—the ""over-tall"" 11-year-old boy who's the talk of 

the town—walks into her library and changes her life. 

Two misfits whose lonely paths cross at the circulation desk, Peggy and James are odd 

candidates for friendship, but nevertheless, they find their lives intertwined in ways 

neither one could have predicted. And as James grows - six-foot-five at age 12, then 

seven feet, then eight—so does Peggy's heart and their most singular romance. 

Library Lover’s Mystery Series – by McKinlay, Jenn        MYS MCKINLAY 
Lindsey is getting into her groove as the director of the Briar Creek Public Library when 

a New York editor visits town, creating quite a buzz. Lindsey’s friend Beth wants to sell 

the editor her children’s book, but Beth’s boyfriend, a famous author, gets in the way. 

When they go to confront him, he’s found murdered—and Beth is the prime suspect. 

Lindsey has to act fast—before they throw the book at the wrong person. 

The Starless Sea – by Morgenstern, Erin                   FIC MORGENSTERN 
A timeless love story set in a secret underground world--a place of pirates, painters, 

lovers, liars, and ships that sail upon a starless sea. Zachary Ezra Rawlins is a graduate 

student in Vermont when he discovers a mysterious book hidden in the stacks. As he 

turns the pages, entranced by tales of lovelorn prisoners, key collectors, and nameless 

acolytes, he reads something strange: a story from his own childhood. Bewildered by 

this inexplicable book and desperate to make sense of how his own life came to be 

recorded, Zachary uncovers a series of clues - a bee, a key, and a sword - that lead him 

to a masquerade party in New York, to a secret club, and through a doorway to an 

ancient library hidden far below the surface of the earth. What Zachary finds in this 

curious place is more than just a buried home for books and their guardians - it is a 

place of lost cities and seas, lovers who pass notes under doors and across time, and of 

stories whispered by the dead. Zachary learns of those who have sacrificed much to 

protect this realm, relinquishing their sight and their tongues to preserve this archive, 

and also of those who are intent on its destruction. Together with Mirabel, a fierce, pink-

haired protector of the place, and Dorian, a handsome, barefoot man with shifting 

alliances, Zachary travels the twisting tunnels, darkened stairwells, crowded ballrooms, 

and sweetly soaked shores of this magical world, discovering his purpose - in both the 

mysterious book and in his own life. 
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The Strange Library – by Murakami, Haruki                    FIC MURAKAMI 
Opening the flaps on this unique little book, readers will find themselves immersed in 

the strange world of best-selling Haruki Murakami's wild imagination. The story of a 

lonely boy, a mysterious girl, and a tormented sheep man plotting their escape from a 

nightmarish library, the book is like nothing else Murakami has written. Designed by 

Chip Kidd and fully illustrated, in full color, throughout, this small format, 96-page 

volume is a treat for book lovers of all ages. 

 

Dewey : a small-town library cat who touched the world – by Myron, Vicki 

                                                                                       636.8092 MYR 

The story of Dewey Read more Books, the beloved library cat, starts in the worst 

possible way. Only a few weeks old, on the coldest night of the year, he was stuffed into 

the book return slot at the Spencer, Iowa, Public Library. He was found the next morning 

by library director, Vicki Myron, a single mother who had survived the loss of her family 

farm, a breast cancer scares, and an alcoholic husband. Dewey won her heart, and the 

hearts of the staff, by pulling himself up and hobbling on frostbitten feet to nudge each 

of them in a gesture of thanks and love. For the next nineteen years, he never stopped 

charming the people of Spencer with his enthusiasm, warmth, humility (for a cat), and, 

above all, his sixth sense about who needed him most. 

Our Missing Hearts – by Ng, Celeste                              FIC NG 

From the number one bestselling author of Little Fires Everywhere, a deeply 

suspenseful and heartrending novel about the unbreakable love between a mother and 

child in a society consumed by fear. Twelve-year-old Bird Gardner lives a quiet 

existence with his loving but broken father, a former linguist who now shelves books in 

Harvard University's library. Bird knows to not ask too many questions, stand out too 

much, or stray too far. For a decade, their lives have been governed by laws written to 

preserve 'American culture' in the wake of years of economic instability and violence. To 

keep the peace and restore prosperity, the authorities are now allowed to relocate 

children of dissidents, especially those of Asian origin, and libraries have been forced to 

remove books seen as unpatriotic--including the work of Bird's mother, Margaret, a 

Chinese American poet who left the family when he was nine years old. Bird has grown 

up disavowing his mother and her poems; he doesn't know her work or what happened 

to her, and he knows he shouldn't wonder. But when he receives a mysterious letter 

containing only a cryptic drawing, he is drawn into a quest to find her. His journey will 

take him back to the many folktales she poured into his head as a child, through the 

ranks of an underground network of librarians, into the lives of the children who have 

been taken, and finally to New York City, where a new act of defiance may be the 

beginning of much-needed change. Our Missing Hearts is an old story made new, of the 

ways supposedly civilized communities can ignore the most searing injustice. It's a story 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=b07beff1-0f70-11ee-93ed-0b11aa1e49ec&entityType=Agent
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about the power--and limitations--of art to create change, the lessons and legacies we 

pass on to our children, and how any of us can survive a broken world with our hearts 

intact. 

The Library Book – by Orlean, Susan                              027.4794 ORL 

On the morning of April 29, 1986, a fire alarm sounded in the Los Angeles Public 

Library. As the moments passed, the patrons and staff who had been cleared out of the 

building realized this was not the usual fire alarm. As one fireman recounted, “Once that 

first stack got going, it was ‘Goodbye, Charlie.’” The fire was disastrous: it reached 2000 

degrees and burned for more than seven hours. By the time it was extinguished, it had 

consumed four hundred thousand books and damaged seven hundred thousand more. 

Investigators descended on the scene, but more than thirty years later, the mystery 

remains: Did someone purposefully set fire to the library—and if so, who? 

Weaving her lifelong love of books and reading into an investigation of the fire, award-

winning New Yorker reporter and New York Times bestselling author Susan Orlean 

delivers a mesmerizing and uniquely compelling book that manages to tell the broader 

story of libraries and librarians in a way that has never been done before. 

In The Library Book, Orlean chronicles the LAPL fire and its aftermath to showcase the 

larger, crucial role that libraries play in our lives; delves into the evolution of libraries 

across the country and around the world, from their humble beginnings as a 

metropolitan charitable initiative to their current status as a cornerstone of national 

identity; brings each department of the library to vivid life through on-the-ground 

reporting; studies arson and attempts to burn a copy of a book herself; reflects on her 

own experiences in libraries; and reexamines the case of Harry Peak, the blond-haired 

actor long suspected of setting fire to the LAPL more than thirty years ago. 

Along the way, Orlean introduces us to an unforgettable cast of characters from libraries 

past and present—from Mary Foy, who in 1880 at eighteen years old was named the 

head of the Los Angeles Public Library at a time when men still dominated the role, to 

Dr. C.J.K. Jones, a pastor, citrus farmer, and polymath known as “The Human 

Encyclopedia” who roamed the library dispensing information; from Charles Lummis, a 

wildly eccentric journalist and adventurer who was determined to make the L.A. library 

one of the best in the world, to the current staff, who do heroic work every day to ensure 

that their institution remains a vital part of the city it serves. 

The Book of Form and Emptiness - by Ozeki, Ruth                 FIC OZEKI 
                                                                                   (Available through the Consortium) 
One year after the death of his beloved musician father, thirteen-year-old Benny Oh 

begins to hear voices. The voices belong to the things in his house--a sneaker, a broken 

Christmas ornament, a piece of wilted lettuce. Although Benny doesn't understand what 

these things are saying, he can sense their emotional tone; some are pleasant, a gentle 

hum or coo, but others are snide, angry and full of pain. When his mother, Annabelle, 
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develops a hoarding problem, the voices grow more clamorous. At first, Benny tries to 

ignore them, but soon the voices follow him outside the house, onto the street and at 

school, driving him at last to seek refuge in the silence of a large public library, where 

objects are well-behaved and know to speak in whispers. There, Benny discovers a 

strange new world. He falls in love with a mesmerizing street artist with a smug pet 

ferret, who uses the library as her performance space. He meets a homeless 

philosopher-poet, who encourages him to ask important questions and find his own 

voice amongst the many. And he meets his very own Book--a talking thing--who 

narrates Benny's life and teaches him to listen to the things that truly matter. With its 

blend of sympathetic characters, riveting plot, and vibrant engagement with everything 

from jazz to climate change, to our attachment to material possessions, The Book of 

Form and Emptiness is classic Ruth Ozeki--bold, wise, poignant, playful, humane and 

heartbreaking. 

The Library of Lost and Found - by Patrick, Phaedra           MYS PATRICK 

A librarian's discovery of a mysterious book sparks the journey of a lifetime. 

Librarian Martha Storm has always found it easier to connect with books than people—

though not for lack of trying. She keeps careful lists of how to help others in her 

superhero-themed notebook. And yet, sometimes it feels like she's invisible. 

All of that changes when a book of fairy tales arrives on her doorstep. Inside, Martha 

finds a dedication written to her by her best friend—her grandmother Zelda—who died 

under mysterious circumstances years earlier. When Martha discovers a clue within the 

book that her grandmother may still be alive, she becomes determined to discover the 

truth. As she delves deeper into Zelda's past, she unwittingly reveals a family secret that 

will change her life forever. 

Filled with Phaedra Patrick's signature charm and vivid characters, The Library of Lost 

and Found is a heartwarming and poignant tale of how one woman must take control of 

her destiny to write her own happy ending.  

The Night of Many Endings – by Payne, Melissa                  FIC PAYNE 
Librarian Nora Martinez and four other residents of the small town of Silver Ridge, 

Colorado, take refuge in the town library during a winter storm, during which they 

discover more about themselves than they ever knew and think about the possibilities of 

new beginnings. 

The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek – by Richardson, Kim Michele      

                                                                                      FIC RICHARDSON 
Cussy Mary Carter is the last of her kind, her skin the color of a blue damselfly in these 

dusty hills. But that doesn't mean she's got nothing to offer. As a member of the Pack 

Horse Library Project, Cussy delivers books to the hill folk of Troublesome, hoping to 

spread learning in these desperate times. But not everyone is so keen on Cussy's family 
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or the Library Project, and the hardscrabble Kentuckians are quick to blame a Blue for 

any trouble in their small town. The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek is a story of 

raw courage, fierce strength, and one woman's determination to bring a little bit of hope 

to the darkly hollers. 

The Shadow of the Wind – by Ruiz Zafón, Carlos           FIC RUIZ ZAFON 

Barcelona, 1945: A city slowly heals in the aftermath of the Spanish Civil War, and 

Daniel, an antiquarian book dealer’s son who mourns the loss of his mother, finds 

solace in a mysterious book entitled The Shadow of the Wind, by one Julián Carax. But 

when he sets out to find the author’s other works, he makes a shocking discovery: 

someone has been systematically destroying every copy of every book Carax has 

written. In fact, Daniel may have the last of Carax’s books in existence. Soon Daniel’s 

seemingly innocent quest opens a door into one of Barcelona’s darkest secrets—an 

epic story of murder, madness, and doomed love. 

The Underground Library – by Ryan, Jennifer                         FIC RYAN 
On the day Juliet Lansdown reports to work for the first time at Bethnal Green Library, it 

isn't the bustling hub she's been expecting. But in the face of German attacks, she's 

determined to make it a place where all of their neighbors feel safe and welcome. Katie 

Upwood is thrilled to be working at the library too, though she's only there until she 

heads off to university in the fall. But after the death of her beau on the front lines and 

unexpected family strife, she's more in need of support than ever. Sofie Baumann, a 

Jewish refugee without any family to lean on, finds comfort and friendship in Bethnal 

Green's quickly growing literary community and escapes to the library every chance she 

gets. But her asylum in London is tied to a domestic work visaissued by an 

unscrupulous employer, leaving her vulnerable and uncertain where to turn when her 

work environment becomes unbearable. So when a slew of bombs damage the library, 

Juliet can't bear to give up on her safe haven of books and relocates the stacks into an 

Underground station where the city's residents shelter nightly, determined to keep 

lending out stories that will keep spirits up. But tragedy after tragedy strikes, threatening 

to unmoor the women and sever the ties of their community. Will Juliet, Kate, and Sofie 

be able to overcome their own troubles to save the library? Or will the beating heart of 

their neighborhood be lost forever? 

Last Chance Library - by The Sampson, Freya                   FIC SAMPSON 

                                                                                    (Available through the Consortium) 
June Jones emerges from her shell to fight for her beloved local library, and through the 

efforts and support of an eclectic group of library patrons, she discovers life-changing 

friendships along the way. -- Lonely librarian June Jones has never left the sleepy 

English village where she grew up. Shy and reclusive, the thirty-year-old would rather 

spend her time buried in books than venture out into the world. But when her library is 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=5b32e8f3-0f74-11ee-b632-0307ec886375&entityType=Agent
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threatened with closure, June is forced to emerge from behind the shelves to save the 

heart of her community and the place that holds the dearest memories of her mother. 

Joining a band of eccentric yet dedicated locals in a campaign to keep the library, June 

opens herself up to other people for the first time since her mother died. It just so 

happens that her old school friend Alex Chen is back in town and willing to lend a 

helping hand. The kindhearted lawyer's feelings for her are obvious to everyone but 

June, who won't believe that anyone could ever care for her in that way. To save the 

place and the books that mean so much to her, June must finally make some changes 

to her life. For once, she's determined not to go down without a fight. And maybe, in 

fighting for her cherished library, June can save herself, too determined not to go down 

without a fight. And maybe, in fighting for her cherished library, June can save herself, 

too. 

The Paris Library – by Skeslien Charles, Janet          FIC SKESLIEN 

Paris, 1939. Young, ambitious, and tempestuous, Odile Souchet has it all: Paul, her 

handsome police officer beau; Margaret, her best friend from England; her adored twin 

brother Remy; and a dream job at the American Library in Paris, working alongside the 

library's legendary director, Dorothy Reeder. But when World War II breaks out, Odile 

stands to lose everything she holds dear - including her beloved library. After the 

invasion, as the Nazis declare a war on words and darkness falls over the City of Light, 

Odile and her fellow librarians join the Resistance with the best weapons they have: 

books. They risk their lives again and again to help their fellow Jewish readers. When 

the war finally ends, instead of freedom, Odile tastes the bitter sting of unspeakable 

betrayal. Montana, 1983. Odile's solitary existence in gossipy small-town Montana is 

unexpectedly interrupted by Lily, her neighbor, a lonely teenager longing for adventure. 

As Lily uncovers more about Odile's mysterious past, they find they share a love of 

language, the same longings, the same lethal jealousy. Odile helps Lily navigate the 

troubled waters of adolescence by always recommending just the right book at the right 

time, never suspecting that Lily will be the one to help her reckon with her own terrible 

secret. Based on the true story of the American Library in Paris, The Paris Library 

explores the geography of resentment, the consequences of terrible choices made, and 

how extraordinary heroism can be found in the quietest of places. 

How Can I Help You – by Sims, Laura                               FIC SIMS 

No one knows Margo's real name. Her colleagues and patrons at a small-town public 

library only know her middle-aged normalcy, congeniality, and charm. They have no 

reason to suspect that she is, in fact, a former nurse with a trail of countless premature 

deaths in her wake. She has turned a new page, so to speak, and the library is her 

sanctuary, a place to quell old urges. That is, at least, until Patricia, a recent graduate 

and failed novelist, joins the library staff. Patricia quickly notices Margo's subtly sinister 

edge, and watches her carefully. When a patron's death in the library bathroom gives 
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her a hint of Margo's mysterious past, Patricia can't resist digging deeper--even as this 

new fixation becomes all-consuming. 

The Librarians – by Thomas, Sherry                                MYS THOMAS 
Murder disrupts the peaceful, predictable daily routine of life for four quirky librarians 

who must protect their life-altering secrets in the first contemporary mystery from USA 

Today bestselling author Sherry Thomas. Sometimes a workplace isn't just a workplace 

but a place of safety, understanding, and acceptance. And sometimes murder threatens 

the sanctity of that beloved refuge.... In the leafy suburbs of Austin, Texas, a small 

branch library welcomes the public every day of the week. But the patrons who love the 

helpful, unobtrusive staff and leave rave reviews on Yelp don't always realize that their 

librarians are human, too. Hazel flees halfway across the world for what she hopes will 

be a new beginning. Jonathan, a six-foot-four former college football player, has never 

fit in anywhere else. Astrid tries to forget her heartbreak by immersing herself in work, 

but the man who ghosted her six months ago is back, promising trouble. And Sophie, 

who has the most to lose, maintains a careful and respectful distance from her 

coworkers, but soon that won't be enough anymore. When two patrons turn up dead 

after the library's inaugural murder mystery-themed game night, the librarians' quiet 

routines come crashing down. Something sinister has stirred, something that threatens 

every single one of them. And the only way the librarians can save the library-and 

themselves-is to let go of their secrets, trust one another, and band together.... All in a 

day's work. 

The Village Library Demon- Hunting Society – by Waggoner, C.M    

                                                                                 MYS WAGGONER                                    

A librarian with a knack for solving murders soon realizes there is something 

supernatural afoot in her little town in this cozy fantasy mystery. Librarian Sherry Pink 

whistle keeps finding bodies - and solving murders. But she's concerned by just how 

many killers she's had to track down in her quaint village. None of her neighbors seem 

surprised by the rising body count...but Sherry is becoming convinced that whatever has 

been causing these deaths is unnatural. But when someone Sherry was close to ends 

up dead, and her cat, Lord Thomas Crowell, is possessed by what seems to be an 

ancient demon, Sherry realizes she is going to need an exorcist more than a detective. 

With the help of her town's new priest and an assortment of friends who dub themselves 

the “Demon Hunting Society," Sherry needs to solve the murder and get rid of the 

demon. This riotous mix of Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Murder, She Wrote is a lesson 

for demons and murderers alike: Never mess with a librarian. 
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