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                           Page Turners 
                                           @ 
                     Monroe Township Library 

                Summer Reads (June 2025) 

It Happened One Summer (Bellinger Sisters, #1)- by Bailey, Tessa   

                                                                                     ROMANCE BAILEY 

Pacific Northwest beach town... where she butts heads with a surly, sexy local who 

thinks she doesn't belong. 

Piper Bellinger is fashionable, influential, and her reputation as a wild child means the 

paparazzi are constantly on her heels. When too much champagne and an out-of-

control rooftop party lands Piper in the slammer, her stepfather decides enough is 

enough. So he cuts her off and sends Piper and her sister to learn some responsibility 

running their late father's dive bar... in Washington. 

Piper hasn't even been in Westport for five minutes when she meets big, bearded sea 

captain Brendan, who thinks she won't last a week outside of Beverly Hills. So, what if 

Piper can't do math, and the idea of sleeping in a shabby apartment with bunk beds 

gives her hives. How bad could it really be? She's determined to show her stepfather—

and the hot, grumpy local—that she's more than a pretty face. 

Except it's a small town and everywhere she turns, she bumps into Brendan. The fun-

loving socialite and the gruff fisherman are polar opposites, but there's an undeniable 

attraction simmering between them. Piper doesn't want any distractions, especially 

feelings for a man who sails off into the sunset for weeks at a time. Yet as she 

reconnects with her past and begins to feel at home in Westport, Piper starts to wonder 

if the cold, glamorous life she knew is what she truly wants. LA is calling her name, but 

Brendan—and this town full of memories—may have already caught her heart. 
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Until Next Summer- by Brady, Ali                       ROMANCE BRADY 

Two former best friends each find love at an adults-only summer camp in this romantic 

and nostalgic novel that proves "once a camp person, always a camp person." Growing 

up, Jessie and Hillary lived for summer, when they'd be reunited at Camp 

Chickawah..The best friends vowed to become counselors together someday, but they 

drifted apart after Hillary broke her promise and only Jessie stuck to their plan, working 

her way up to become the camp director. When Jessie learns that the camp will be sold, 

she decides to plan one last hurrah, inviting past campers-including Hillary-to a 

nostalgic "adult summer camp" before closing for good. Jessie and Hillary rebuild their 

friendship as they relive the best time of their lives-only now there are adult beverages, 

skinny dipping, and romantic entanglements. Straitlaced Hillary agrees to a "no strings 

attached" summer fling with the camp chef, while outgoing Jessie is drawn to a moody, 

reclusive writer whose rented a cabin to work on his novel. The friends soon realize this 

doesn't have to be the last summer. They'll team up and work together, just like the old 

days. But if they can't save their beloved camp, will they be able to take the happiness 

of this summer away with them?"--Provided by publisher. 

The Second Chance- by Butterfield, Charlotte                     eBook 

After a psychic predicted her death date twenty years ago, she has lived life accepting 

she would never see forty—embracing adventure and travelling the world, choosing fun 

over commitment, and laying down roots. So, when the fateful day comes, Nell feels 

ready. She posts five excruciatingly honest confessions to her sister, parents, and past 

loves, knowing she won't be around to face the consequences. Then, with her heart laid 

bare, all that's left to do is check into a glamorous hotel and wait for the inevitable... But 

when Nell unexpectedly wakes up the next morning broke, single, and very much alive, 

she must figure out exactly how to seize this second chance at life. And then it also hits 

her: What on earth happens now that everyone knows how she really feels? 

Next year in Havana- by Cleeton, Chanel                           FIC CLEETON 

After the death of her beloved grandmother, a Cuban American woman travels to 

Havana, where she discovers the roots of her identity—and unearths a family secret 

hidden since the revolution... 

Havana, 1958. The daughter of a sugar baron, nineteen-year-old Elisa Perez is part of 

Cuba's high society, where she is largely sheltered from the country's growing political 

unrest—until she embarks on a clandestine affair with a passionate revolutionary... 

Miami, 2017. Freelance writer Marisol Ferrera grew up hearing romantic stories of Cuba 

from her late grandmother Elisa, who was forced to flee with her family during the 

revolution. Elisa's last wish was for Marisol to scatter her ashes in the country of her 

birth. 

Arriving in Havana, Marisol comes face-to-face with the contrast of Cuba's tropical, 

timeless beauty and its perilous political climate. When more family history comes to 
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light and Marisol finds herself attracted to a man with secrets of his own, she'll need the 

lessons of her grandmother's past to help her understand the true meaning of courage. 

Our Last Days in Barcelona- by Cleeton, Chanel          FIC CLEETON 

When Isabel Perez travels to Barcelona to save her sister Beatriz, she discovers a 

shocking family secret in New York Times bestselling author Chanel Cleeton's new 

novel. Barcelona, 1964. Exiled from Cuba after the revolution, Isabel Perez has learned 

to guard her heart and protect her family at all costs. After Isabel's sister 

Beatriz disappears in Barcelona, Isabel goes to Spain in search of her. Joining forces 

with an unlikely ally thrusts Isabel into her sister's dangerous world of espionage, but it's 

an unearthed piece of family history that transforms Isabel's life. Barcelona, 1936. Alicia 

Perez arrives in Barcelona after a difficult voyage from Cuba, her marriage in jeopardy 

and her young daughter Isabel in tow. Violence brews in Spain, the country on the brink 

of civil war, the rise of fascism threatening the world. When Cubans journey to Spain to 

join the International Brigades, Alicia's past comes back to haunt her as she is 

unexpectedly reunited with the man who once held her heart. Alicia and Isabel's lives 

intertwine, and the past and present collide, as a mother and daughter are forced to 

choose between their family's expectations and following their hearts. 

Don't forget to write- by Confino, Sara Goodman              FIC CONFINO 

When Marilyn Kleinman is caught making out with the rabbi's son in front of the whole 

congregation, her parents ship her off to her great-aunt Ada for the summer. If anyone 

can save their daughter's reputation, it's Philadelphia's strict premier matchmaker. Either 

that or Marilyn can kiss college goodbye. To Marilyn's surprise, Ada's not the humorless 

septuagenarian her mother described. Not with that platinum-blonde hair, Hermaes 

scarf, and Cadillac convertible. She's sharp, straight-talking, takes her job very 

seriously, and abides by her own rules...mostly. As the summer unfolds, Ada and 

Marilyn head for the Jersey shore, where Marilyn helps Ada scope out eligible matches-

-for anyone but Marilyn, that is. Because if there's one thing Marilyn's learned from Ada, 

it's that she doesn't have to settle. With the school year quickly approaching and her 

father threatening to disinherit her, Marilyn must make her choice for her future: return 

to the comfortable life she knows or embrace a risky, unknown path on her own. 

Beach Read- by Henry, Emily                               ROMANCE HENRY 

Augustus Everett is an acclaimed author of literary fiction. January Andrews writes 

bestselling romance. When she pens a happily ever after, he kills off his entire cast. 

They’re polar opposites. 

In fact, the only thing they have in common is that for the next three months, they're 

living in neighboring beach houses, broke, and bogged down with writer's block. 

Until, one hazy evening, one thing leads to another and they strike a deal designed to 

force them out of their creative ruts: Augustus will spend the summer writing something 
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happy, and January will pen the next Great American Novel. She’ll take him on field trips 

worthy of any rom-com montage, and he’ll take her to interview surviving members of a 

backwoods death cult (obviously). Everyone will finish a book and no one will fall in 

love. Really. 

Funny Story- by Henry, Emily                               ROMANCE HENRY 

Daphne always loved the way her fiancé Peter told their story. How they met (on a 

blustery day), fell in love (over an errant hat), and moved back to his lakeside hometown 

to begin their life together. He really was good at telling it…right up until the moment he 

realized he was actually in love with his childhood best friend Petra. 

Which is how Daphne begins her new story: Stranded in beautiful Waning Bay, 

Michigan, without friends or family but with a dream job as a children’s librarian (that 

barely pays the bills), and proposing to be roommates with the only person who could 

possibly understand her predicament: Petra’s ex, Miles Nowak. 

Scruffy and chaotic—with a penchant for taking solace in the sounds of heart break love 

ballads—Miles is exactly the opposite of practical, buttoned up Daphne, whose 

coworkers know so little about her they have a running bet that she’s either FBI or in 

witness protection. The roommates mainly avoid one another, until one day, while 

drowning their sorrows, they form a tenuous friendship and a plan. If said plan also 

involves posting deliberately misleading photos of their summer adventures together, 

well, who could blame them? 

But it’s all just for show, of course, because there’s no way Daphne would actually start 

her new chapter by falling in love with her ex-fiancé’s new fiancée’s ex . . . right? 

The Five- Star Weekend- by Hilderbrand, Elin         FIC HILDERBRAND 

Hollis Shaw's life seems picture-perfect. She's the star of the popular food blog, Hungry 

with Hollis, and is married to Matthew, a dreamy heart surgeon. But after she and 

Matthew get into a heated argument one snowy morning, Matthew leaves for the airport 

and is killed in a car accident. The cracks in Hollis's perfect life--her strained marriage 

and her complicated relationship with her daughter, Caroline--grow deeper. When Hollis 

hears about something called the "Five-Star Weekend"--A woman invites her best friend 

from her teenage years, her twenties, her thirties, and mid-life--Hollis decides to host 

her own "Five-Star Weekend" on Nantucket. But her weekend won't be the Hallmark 

movie one might expect. Hollis's childhood friend, Tatum, invites Hollis's first love, Jack 

Finigan, to spend time with them, stirring up old feelings. Meanwhile, Tatum is forced to 

play nice with Dru-ann, Hollis's best friend from UNC Chapel Hill. Dru-Ann’s career as a 

prominent Chicago sports agent is on the line after her comments about a client's 

mental health issues are misconstrued online. Brooke, Hollis' friend from their thirties, 

has just discovered that her husband is having an inappropriate relationship with a 

woman at work. Again! She runs into an old "friend," Electra, a troublemaker who had 

ousted Brooke from the Wellesley mom friend group where Brooke and Hollis met years 
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before. And then there's Gigi, a stranger to everyone (including Hollis) who reached out 

to Hollis on her blog. Gigi carries an unusual grace and, as it happens, has many 

secrets. It will be a weekend like no other. 

A Summer Affair (Book 1 of 4: Nantucket) - by Hilderbrand, Elin  

                                                                                     FIC HILDERBRAND 

Claire has a problem with setting limits. All her life she has taken on every responsibility, 

assumed every burden, granted every request. Claire wants it all--and in the eyes of her 

friends, she has it: a devoted husband, four beautiful children, even a successful career 

as an artist. So when she agrees to chair the committee for Nantucket's social event of 

the year, she knows she can handle it. Claire can handle anything. But when planning 

the gala propels her into the orbit of billionaire Lock Dixon, unexpected sparks begin to 

fly. Lock insists on working closely with Claire--often over a bottle of wine--and before 

long she can't ignore the subtle touches and lingering looks. To her surprise, she can't 

ignore how they make her feel, either. Claire finds the gala, her life, and herself spinning 

out of control. A Summer Affair captures the love, loss, and limbo of an illicit romance 

and unchecked passion as it takes us on a brave and breathless journey into the heart 

of one modern woman. 

The Perfect Couple (Book 3 of 4: Nantucket)- by Hilderbrand, Elin                                      

                                                                                 FIC HILDERBRAND 

It's Nantucket wedding season, also known as summer-the sight of a bride racing down 

Main Street is as common as the sun setting at Madaket Beach. The Otis-Winbury 

wedding promises to be an event to remember: the groom's wealthy parents have 

spared no expense to host a lavish ceremony at their oceanfront estate.   But it's going 

to be memorable for all the wrong reasons after tragedy strikes: a body is discovered in 

Nantucket Harbor just hours before the ceremony-and everyone in the wedding party is 

suddenly a suspect. As Chief of Police Ed Kapenash interviews the bride, the groom, 

the groom's famous mystery-novelist mother, and even a member of his own family, he 

discovers that every wedding is a minefield-and no couple is perfect. Featuring beloved 

characters from The Castaways, Beautiful Day, and A Summer Affair, The Perfect 

Couple proves once again that Elin Hilderbrand is the queen of the summer beach read. 

The Same Bright Stars- by Joella, Ethan                 FIC JOELLA 

Three generations of Schmidts have run their family's beachfront restaurant and Jack 

has been at the helm since the death of his father. Jack puts the demands of the 

restaurant above all else, with a string of failed relationships, no hobbies, and no days 

off as proof of his commitment to the place. He can't remember the last time he sat 

on the beach or even enjoyed a moment to himself. Meanwhile, the DelDine group has 

been gradually snapping up beloved eateries along this stretch of coast and are 

pursuing Jack with a very generous offer to take Schmidt's off his hands. Jack craves 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CYY171H7?binding=kindle_edition&ref_=dbs_s_ks_series_rwt_tkin&qid=1749844525&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CYY171H7?binding=kindle_edition&qid=1749844201&sr=1-1&ref=dbs_dp_rwt_sb_pc_tkin
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companionship and maybe even a family. He wonders if closing the door on the 

restaurant might open a new window for him. But who would he be without Schmidt's, 

and can he trust DelDine's claims that they will continue to employ his staff and honor 

his family's legacy? When he receives startling news from the past, Jack begins to 

reshape his life and forge unexpected new friendships. But will he really let go of the 

very things that have defined him? 

It’s a Love Story- by Monaghan, Annabel          ROMANCE MONAGHAN 

Hollywood producer whose “fake it till you make it” mantra sets her on a crash course 

with her past, forcing her to spend a week on Long Island with the last man she thinks 

might make her believe in love. 

Love is a lie. Laughter is the only truth. 

Jane Jackson spent her adolescence as "Poor Janey Jakes," the barbecue-sauce-in-

her-braces punch line on America's fifth-favorite sitcom. Now she’s trying to be taken 

seriously as a Hollywood studio executive by embracing a new mantra: Fake it till you 

make it. 

Except she might have faked it too far. Desperate to get her first project greenlit and 

riled up by pompous cinematographer and one-time crush Dan Finnegan, she claimed 

that she could get mega pop star Jack Quinlan to write a song for the movie. Jack may 

have been her first kiss—and greatest source of shame—but she hasn’t spoken to him 

in twenty years. 

Now Jane must turn to the last man she’d ever want to owe: Dan Finnegan. Because 

Jack is playing a festival in Dan’s hometown, and Dan has an in. A week in close 

quarters with Dan as she faces down her past is Jane's idea of hell, but he just might 

surprise her. While covering up her lie, can they find something true? 

Same Time Next Summer- by Monaghan, Annabel   

                                                                           ROMANCE MONOGHAN 

Sam’s life is on track. She has the perfect doctor fiancé, Jack (his strict routines are a 

good thing, really), a great job in Manhattan (unless they fire her), and is about to tour a 

wedding venue near her family’s Long Island beach house. Everything should go to 

plan, yet the minute she arrives, Sam senses something is off. Wyatt is here. Her Wyatt. 

But there’s no reason for a thirty-year-old engaged woman to feel panicked around the 

guy who broke her heart when she was seventeen. Right?  

    Yet being back at this beach, hearing notes from Wyatt’s guitar float across the night 

air from next door as if no time has passed—Sam’s memories come flooding back: the 

feel of Wyatt’s skin on hers, their nights in the treehouse, and the truth behind their split. 

Sam remembers who she used to be, and as Wyatt reenters her life their connection is 

as undeniable as it always was. She will have to make a choice. 
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The Islanders- by Moore, Meg Mitchell                        FIC MOORE 

J. Courtney Sullivan's Maine meets the works of Elin Hilderbrand in this delicious 

summer read involving three strangers, one island, and a season packed with 

unexpected romance, well-meaning lies, and damaging secrets. Anthony Puckett was a 

rising literary star. The son of an uber-famous thriller writer, Anthony's debut novel spent 

two years on the bestseller list and won the adoration of critics. But something went 

very wrong with his second work. Now Anthony's borrowing an old college's friend's 

crumbling beach house on Block Island in the hopes that solitude will help him get back 

to the person he used to be. Joy Sousa owns and runs Block Island's beloved whoopie 

pie café. She came to this quiet space eleven years ago, newly divorced and with a 

young daughter, and built a life for them here. To her customers and friends, Joy is a 

model of independence, hard-working and happy. And mostly she is. But this summer 

she's thrown off balance. A food truck from a famous New York City brand is roving 

around the island, selling goodies-and threatening her business. Lu Trusdale is 

spending the summer on her in-laws' dime, living on Block Island with her two young 

sons while her surgeon husband commutes to the mainland hospital. When Lu's second 

son was born, she and her husband made a deal: he'd work and she'd quit her 

corporate law job to stay home with the boys. But a few years ago, Lu quietly began 

working on a private project that has becoming increasingly demanding on her time. 

Torn between her work and home, she's beginning to question that deal she made. Over 

the twelve short weeks of summer, these three strangers will meet and grow close, will 

share secrets and bury lies. And as the promise of June turns into the chilly nights of 

August, the truth will come out, forcing each of them to decide what they value most, 

and what they are willing to give up to keep it. 

Sandwich- by Newman, Catherine                                    FIC NEWMAN 

From the beloved author of We All Want Impossible Things, a moving, hilarious story of 

a family summer vacation full of secrets, lunch, and learning to let go. 

For the past two decades, Rocky has looked forward to her family's yearly escape to 

Cape Cod. Their humble beach-town rental has been the site of sweet memories, sunny 

days, great meals, and messes of all kinds: emotional, marital, and—thanks to the 

cottage's ancient plumbing—septic too. 

This year's vacation, with Rocky sandwiched between her half-grown kids and fully 

aging parents, promises to be just as delightful as summers past—except, perhaps, for 

Rocky's hormonal bouts of rage and melancholy. (Hello, menopause!) Her body is 

changing—her life is, too. And then a chain of events sends Rocky into the past, reliving 

both the tenderness and sorrow of a handful of long-ago summers. 
It's one precious week: everything is in balance; everything is in flux. And when Rocky 

comes face to face with her family's history and future, she is forced to accept that she 

can no longer hide her secrets from the people she loves. 
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Instructions for a Heatwave- by O'Farrell, Maggie         FIC OFARRELL 

When a recently retired family patriarch clears out his bank account and disappears 

during a sweltering summer in 1976, his three children converge on their mother's home 

for the first time in years and track clues to an ancestral village in Ireland, where they 

uncover illuminating family secrets. 

The Compound- by Rawle, Aisling                                  FIC RAWLE 

Lily-a bored, beautiful twenty-something-wakes up on a remote desert compound, 

alongside nineteen other contestants competing on a massively popular reality show. To 

win, she must outlast her housemates to stay in the Compound the longest, while 

competing in challenges for luxury rewards like champagne and lipstick, plus communal 

necessities to outfit their new home, like food, appliances, and a front door. Cameras 

are catching all her angles, good and bad, but Lily has no desire to leave: why would 

she, when the world outside is falling apart? As the competition intensifies, intimacy 

between the players deepens, and it becomes increasingly difficult to distinguish 

between desire and desperation. When the unseen producers raise the stakes, forcing 

contestants into upsetting, even dangerous situations, the line between playing the 

game and surviving it begins to blur. If Lily makes it to the end, she'll receive prizes 

beyond her wildest dreams-but what will she have to do to win? 

Chances Are- by Russo, Richard                                 FIC RUSSO 

From the Pulitzer Prize-winning Richard Russo--in his first stand-alone novel in a 

decade--comes a new revelation: a gripping story about the abiding yet complex power 

of friendship. One beautiful September day, three sixty-six-year old men convene on 

Martha's Vineyard, friends ever since meeting in college circa the sixties. They couldn't 

have been more different then, or even today--Lincoln's a commercial real estate broker, 

Teddy a tiny-press publisher, and Mickey a musician beyond his rockin' age. But each 

man holds his own secrets, in addition to the monumental mystery that none of them 

has ever stopped puzzling over since a Memorial Day weekend right here on the 

Vineyard in 1971. Now, forty-four years later, as this new weekend unfolds, three lives 

and that of a significant other are displayed in their entirety while the distant past 

confounds the present like a relentless squall of surprise and discovery. Shot through 

with Russo's trademark comedy and humanity, Chances Are. also introduces a new 

level of suspense and menace that will quicken the reader's heartbeat throughout this 

absorbing saga of how friendship's bonds are every bit as constricting and rewarding as 

those of family or any other community. For both longtime fans and lucky newcomers, 

Chances Are. is a stunning demonstration of a highly acclaimed author deepening and 

expanding his remarkable achievement. 

 



9 
 

Colony- by Siddons, Anne Rivers                                  FIC SIDDONS 

An unforgettable story of love, acceptance, and tradition. When Maude Chambliss first 

arrives at Retreat, the seasonal home of her husband's aristocratic family, she is a 

nineteen-year-old bride fresh from South Carolina's Low Country. Among the patrician 

men and women who reside in the summer colony on the coast of Maine, her gypsy-like 

beauty and impulsive behavior immediately brand her an outsider. She, as well as 

everyone else, is certain she will never fit in. And of course, she doesn't...at first. But 

over the many summers she spends there, Maude comes to cherish life in the colony, 

as she does the people who share it with her. There is her husband Peter, consumed 

with a darkness of spirit; her adored but dangerously fragile children; her domineering 

mother-in-law, who teaches her that it is the women who posses the strength to keep 

the colony intact; and Maine native Micah Willis, who is ultimately Maude's truest friend. 

This brilliant novel, rich with emotion, is filled with appealing, intense, and indomitable 

characters. Anne Rivers Siddons paints a portrait of a woman determined to preserve 

the spirit of past generations and the future of plaice where she became who she is...a 

place called Colony. 

The Girls of August- by Siddons, Anne Rivers          FIC SIDDONS 

Anne Rivers Siddons's New York Times bestselling novel about four friends whose lives 

are forever changed by the events of one summer. For fifteen years, four "girls of 

August" would gather together to spend a week at the beach, until tragedy interrupts 

their ritual. Now they reunite for a startling week of discoveries. The ritual began when 

they were in their twenties and their husbands were in medical school and became a 

mainstay of every summer thereafter. Their only criteria was oceanfront and isolation, 

their only desire to strengthen their far-flung friendships. They called themselves the 

Girls of August. But when one of the Girls dies tragically, the group slowly drifts apart 

and their vacations together are brought to a halt. Years later, a new marriage reunites 

them, and they decide to come together once again on a remote barrier island off the 

South Carolina coast. There, far from civilization, the women uncover secrets that will 

change them in ways they never expected. 

Outer Banks- by Siddons, Anne Rivers                  FIC SIDDONS 

When Katherine Stuart Lee is invited back for a reunion at the beachfront home on the 

Outer Banks of South Carolina, she is torn between the desire to forget or revive the 

memories. Does forgiveness come with maturity, or will reunion reignite the flames? 

 

The Summer Before the War- by Simonson, Helen       FIC SIMONSON 

Bestselling author Helen Simonson returns with a splendid historical novel full of the 

same wit, romance, and insight into the manners and morals of small-town British life as 

her beloved "Major Pettigrew's Last Stand." It's the summer of 1914 and life in the 
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sleepy village of Rye, England is about to take an interesting turn. Agatha Kent is 

expecting an unusual candidate to be the school's Latin teacher: Beatrice Nash, a 

young woman of good breeding in search of a position after the death of her father. 

Agatha's nephews, meanwhile, have come to spend the summer months, as always, 

both with dreams of their own. When Hugh is sent to pick up Beatrice from the train 

station - life, of course, changes. Here, these characters and others we come to love 

and root for become characters we hope and pray for when the shadow of the Great 

War looms ever closer to home. 

That Last Carolina Summer- by White, Karen                FIC WHITE 

As a child, Phoebe Manigault developed the gift of premonition after she was struck by 

lightning in the creek near her Charleston home. Plagued throughout her life by 

mysterious dreams and always living in the shadow of her beautiful sister, Addie, 

Phoebe eventually moves to the West Coast, as far from her family as possible. Now, 

years later, she is summoned back to South Carolina, to help Addie care for their ailing 

mother. 

As Phoebe’s return lures her back into deep-rooted tensions and conflicts, she is drawn 

to Celeste, whose granddaughter went missing years ago. Their connection brings 

comfort to Phoebe, while Celeste’s adult grandson Liam resurrects complicated 

emotions tied to Phoebe’s past. 

But the longer Phoebe spends in her childhood home, the more her recurring 

nightmares intensify—bringing her closer to the shocking truth that will irrevocably 

change everything. Unfolding against the lush backdrop of the South Carolina 

Lowcountry, That Last Carolina Summer is an unforgettable story about the 

unbreakable bonds of family and the gift of second chances. 

On Folly Beach- by White, Karen                                 FIC WHITE 

Folly Beach, South Carolina, has survived despite hurricanes and war. But it’s the 

personal battles of Folly Beach’s residents that have left the most scars, and they are 

why a young widow has been beckoned there to heal her own. To most people, Folly 

Beach is simply the last barrier island before reaching the great Atlantic. To some, it’s a 

sanctuary for lost souls, which is why Emmy Hamilton’s mother encourages her to buy a 

local bookstore, Folly’s Finds, hoping it will distract Emmy from the loss of her husband. 

Emmy is at first resistant. So much has already changed. But after finding love letters 

and an image of a beautiful bottle tree in a box of used books from Folly’s Finds, she 

decides to take the plunge. But the seller insists on one condition: Emmy must allow 

Lulu, the late owner’s difficult sister, to continue selling her bottle trees from the store’s 

backyard. For the most part, Emmy ignores Lulu and sifts through the love letter. But the 

more she discovers about the letters, the more she understands Lulu. As details of a 

possible murder and a mysterious disappearance during World War II are revealed, the 

two women discover that circumstances beyond their control, sixty years apart, have 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=4c380bc0-cb44-52df-a9a6-87610973d1e0&entityType=FormatGroup
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brought them together. On Folly Beach. And it is here that their war-ravaged hearts can 

find hope for a second chance. 

The Sound of Glass- by White, Karen                          FIC WHITE 
The New York Times bestselling author of A Long Time Gone now explores a Southern 

family's buried history, which will change the life of the woman who unearths it, secret 

by shattering secret. It has been two years since the death of Merritt Heyward's 

husband, Cal, when she receives unexpected news-Cal's family home in Beaufort, 

South Carolina, bequeathed by Cal's reclusive grandmother, now belongs to Merritt. 

Charting the course of an uncertain life-and feeling guilt from her husband's tragic 

death-Merritt travels from her home in Maine to Beaufort, where the secrets of Cal's 

unspoken-of past reside among the pluff mud and jasmine of the ancestral Heyward 

home on the Bluff. This unknown legacy, now Merritt's, will change and define her as 

she navigates her new life-a new life complicated by the arrival of her too young 

stepmother and ten-year-old half-brother. Soon, in this house of strangers, Merritt is 

forced into unraveling the Heyward family past as she faces her own fears and finds the 

healing, she needs in the salt air of the Low Country. 

Sag Harbor- by Whitehead, Colson                             FIC WHITEHEAD 

Benji Cooper is one of the few Black students at an elite prep school in Manhattan. But 

every summer, Benji escapes to the Hamptons, to Sag Harbor, where a small 

community of Black professionals have built a world of their own. 

The summer of ’85 won’t be without its usual trials and tribulations, of course. There will 

be complicated new handshakes to fumble through and state-of-the-art profanity to 

master. Benji will be tested by contests big and small, by his misshapen haircut (which 

seems to have a will of its own), by the New Coke Tragedy, and by his secret Lite FM 

addiction. But maybe, just maybe, this summer might be one for the ages. 

The Lost Summers of Newport- by Williams, Beatriz       FIC LOST 

2019: Andie Figuero has just landed her dream job as a producer on Makeover 

Mansion, a popular reality show about restoring America's most lavish historical houses. 

Andie's latest project features the once glorious but now crumbling Sprague Hall in 

Newport ... But the mansion's reclusive owner, Lucia 'Lucky' Sprague, will only allow the 

show to go forward on two conditions: One, nobody speaks to her. Two, nobody touches 

the mansion's ruined boathouse. 1899: Ellen Daniels has been hired to give singing 

lessons to Miss Maybelle Sprague, a naive young Colorado mining heiress whose 

stepbrother, John, has poured their new money into buying a place among Newport's 

elite. John is determined to see Maybelle married off to a fortune-hunting Italian prince, 

and Ellen is supposed to polish up the girl ... But demure Ellen has her own scandalous 

past, which catches up to her in one catastrophic night... 1957: In the years since Lucky 

Sprague and her grandmother--the American-born Princess di Conti--fled Mussolini's 
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Italy and returned to Sprague Hall, Lucky's lost her Italian accent and found a place for 

herself among the yachting set by marrying Stuyvesant Sprague, the alcoholic scion of 

her Sprague stepfamily. But an encounter in the mansion's old boathouse will uncover a 

devastating truth..." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


