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                 March 2025 (Strong Women) 

Shady Hollow - by Black, Juneau                                 MYS BLACK 

The first book in the Shady Hollow series, in which we are introduced to the village of 

Shady Hollow, a place where woodland creatures live together in harmony—until a 

curmudgeonly toad turns up dead and the local reporter has to solve the case. 

Reporter Vera Vixen is a relative newcomer to Shady Hollow. The fox has a nose for 

news, so when she catches wind that the death might be a murder, she resolves to get 

to the bottom of the case, no matter where it leads. As she stirs up still waters, the fox 

exposes more than one mystery, and discovers that additional lives are in jeopardy. 

 Vera finds more to this town than she ever suspected. It seems someone in the Hollow 

will do anything to keep her from solving the murder, and soon it will take all of Vera’s 

cunning and quickness to crack the case. 

White chrysanthemum -by Bracht, Mary Lynn            FIC BRACHT 

Having spent her entire youth under Japanese occupation, a young woman in World 

War II-era Korea follows in her mother's footsteps as an elite female diver, only to be 

forced into prostitution in order to save her beloved younger sister. 

The Magnolia Palace -by Davis, Fiona                         FIC DAVIS 

Eight months since losing her mother in the Spanish flu outbreak of 1919, 21-year-old 

Lillian Carter's life has completely fallen apart. For the past six years, under the moniker 

Angelica, Lillian was one of the most sought-after artists' models in New York City, with 

statues based on her figure gracing landmarks from the Plaza Hotel to the Brooklyn 

Bridge. But with her mother gone, a grieving Lillian is rudderless and desperate - the 
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work has dried up and a looming scandal has left her entirely without a safe haven. So 

when she stumbles upon an employment opportunity at the Frick mansion - a building 

that, ironically, bears her own visage, Lillian jumps at the chance. But the longer she 

works as a private secretary to the imperious and demanding Helen Frick, the daughter 

and heiress of industrialist and art patron Henry Clay Frick, the more deeply her life gets 

intertwined with that of the family - pulling her into a tangled web of romantic trysts, 

stolen jewels and family drama that runs so deep, the stakes just may be life or death. 

Take My Hand -by Dolen, Perkins Valdez            FIC PERKINS-VALDEZ 

Alabama who blows the whistle on a terrible injustice done to her patients, from the New 

York Times bestselling author of Wench 

Montgomery, Alabama, 1973. Fresh out of nursing school, Civil Townsend intends to 

make a difference, especially in her African American community. At the Montgomery 

Family Planning Clinic, she hopes to help women shape their destinies, to make their 

own choices for their lives and bodies. 

But when her first week on the job takes her along a dusty country road to a worn-down 

one-room cabin, Civil is shocked to learn that her new patients, Erica and India, are 

children—just eleven and thirteen years old. Neither of the Williams sisters has even 

kissed a boy, but they are poor and Black, and for those handling the family’s welfare 

benefits, that’s reason enough to have the girls on birth control. As Civil grapples with 

her role, she takes India, Erica, and their family into her heart. Until one day she arrives 

at their door to learn the unthinkable has happened, and nothing will ever be the same 

for any of them. 

Decades later, with her daughter grown and a long career in her wake, Dr. Civil 

Townsend is ready to retire, to find her peace, and to leave the past behind. But there 

are people and stories that refuse to be forgotten. That must not be forgotten. 

Because history repeats what we don’t remember. 

Inspired by true events and brimming with hope, Take My Hand is a stirring exploration 

of accountability and redemption. 

The Christie Affair – by Gramont, Nina De            FIC GRAMONT 

Nina de Gramont's The Christie Affair is a beguiling novel of star-crossed lovers, 

heartbreak, revenge, and murder-and a brilliant re-imagination of one of the most 

talked-about unsolved mysteries of the twentieth century. Every story has its secrets. 

Every mystery has its motives. "A long time ago, in another country, I nearly killed a 

woman. It's a particular feeling, the urge to murder. It takes over your body so 

completely, it's like a divine force, grabbing hold of your will, your limbs, your psyche. 

There's a joy to it. In retrospect, it's frightening, but I daresay in the moment it feels 

sweet. The way justice feels sweet." The greatest mystery wasn't Agatha Christie's 

disappearance in those eleven infamous days, it's what she discovered. London,1925: 

In a world of townhomes and tennis matches, socialites and shooting parties, Miss Nan 
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O'Dea became Archie Christie's mistress, luring him away from his devoted and well-

known wife, Agatha Christie. The question is, why? Why destroy another woman's 

marriage, why hatch a plot years in the making, and why murder? How was Nan O'Dea 

so intricately tied to those eleven mysterious days that Agatha Christie went missing? 

The Women -by Hannah, Kristin                                   FIC HANNAH 

When twenty-year-old nursing student Frances "Frankie" McGrath hears these 

unexpected words, it is a revelation. Raised on idyllic Coronado Island and sheltered by 

her conservative parents, she has always prided herself on doing the right thing, being 

agood girl. But in 1965 the world is changing, and she suddenly imagines a different 

choice for her life. When her brother ships out to serve in Vietnam, she impulsively joins 

the Army Nurse Corps and follows his path. As green and inexperienced as the mensent 

to Vietnam to fight, Frankie is overwhelmed by the chaos and destruction of war, as well 

as the unexpected trauma of coming home to a changed and politically divided America. 

The Book of Lost Names -by Harmel, Kristin             FIC HARMEL 

As a graduate student in 1942, Eva was forced to flee Paris after the arrest of her father, 

a Polish Jew. Finding refuge in a small mountain town in the Free Zone, she begins 

forging identity documents for Jewish children fleeing to neutral Switzerland. But erasing 

people comes with a price, and Eva decides she must find a way to preserve the real 

names of the children who are too young to remember who they really are. Sixty-five 

years later, a book is discovered that appears to contain some sort of code, but 

researchers don't know where it came from, or what the code means. Only Eva holds 

the answer, but will she have the strength to revisit old memories and help reunite those 

lost during the war? 

The Henna artist -by Joshi, Alka                                 FIC JOSHI 

A talented henna artist for wealthy confidantes finds her efforts to control her own 

destiny in 1950s Jaipur threatened by the abusive husband she fled as a teenage girl. 

The Frozen River -by Lawhon, Ariel                           FIC LAWHON 

From the New York Times bestselling author of I Was Anastasia and Code Name 

Helene comes a gripping historical mystery inspired by the life and diary of Martha 

Ballard, a renowned 18th-century midwife who defied the legal system and wrote herself 

into American history. Maine, 1789: When the Kennebec River freezes, entombing a 

man in the ice, Martha Ballard is summoned to examine the body and determine cause 

of death. As a midwife and healer, she is privy to much of what goes on behind closed 

doors in Hallowell. Her diary is a record of every birth and death, crime and debacle that 

unfolds in the close-knit community. Months earlier, Martha documented the details of 

an alleged rape committed by two of the towns most respected gentlemen--one of 

whom has now been found dead in the ice. But when a local physician undermines her 

conclusion, declaring the death to be an accident, Martha is forced to investigate the 
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shocking murder on her own. Over the course of one winter, as the trial nears, and 

whispers and prejudices mount, Martha doggedly pursues the truth. Her diary soon 

lands at the center of the scandal, implicating those she loves, and compelling Martha 

to decide where her own loyalties lie. Clever, layered, and subversive, Ariel Lawhons 

newest offering introduces an unsung heroine who refused to accept anything less than 

justice at a time when women were considered best seen and not heard. The Frozen 

River is a thrilling, tense, and tender story about a remarkable woman who left an 

unparalleled legacy yet remains nearly forgotten to this day. 

The Arctic fury -by Macallister, Greer                        FIC MACALLISTER 

1855: Virginia Reeve is summoned by an eccentric Brit with a compelling offer. Lady 

Jane Franklin wants her to lead a dozen women into the Arctic in search of the ships of 

her husband's lost expedition, and she's willing to pay handsomely. All four search 

attempts Lady Franklin has sponsored have failed. She has decided only a radical 

new approach can succeed: let women make the decisions. Lady Franklin will disavow 

all knowledge of the expedition if it fails, but if it succeeds, she promises great rewards 

.A year later, Virginia stands trial for murder. Survivors of the expedition willing to 

publicly support her sit in the front row. There are only six left. Set against the 

unforgiving backdrop of one of the world's most inhospitable locations, THE ARCTIC 

FURY uses the true story of Lady Jane Franklin's tireless attempts to find her husband's 

lost expedition as a jumping-off point to spin a tale of bravery, intrigue, perseverance 

and hope. 

The Song of the Jade Lily -by Manning, Kirsty          FIC MANNING 

A gripping historical novel that tells the little-known story of Jewish refugees who fled to 

Shanghai during WWII. 

1939: Two young girls meet in Shanghai, also known as the "Paris of the East". 

Beautiful local Li and Jewish refugee Romy form a fierce friendship, but the deepening 

shadows of World War II fall over the women as they slip between the city's glamorous 

French Concession district and the teeming streets of the Shanghai Ghetto. Yet soon 

the realities of war prove to be too much for these close friends as they are torn apart. 

2016: Fleeing London with a broken heart, Alexandra returns to Australia to be with her 

grandparents, Romy and Wilhelm. Her grandfather is dying, and over the coming weeks 

Romy and Wilhelm begin to reveal the family mysteries they have kept secret for more 

than half a century. As fragments of her mother's history finally become clear, Alexandra 

struggles with what she learns while more is also revealed about her grandmother's own 

past in Shanghai. 

After Wilhelm dies, Alexandra flies to Shanghai, determined to trace her grandparents' 

past. Peeling back the layers of their hidden lives, she is forced to question what she 

knows about her family—and herself. 

The Song of the Jade Lily is a lush, provocative, and beautiful story of friendship, 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=41993794-0f73-11ee-b632-c367616b0300&entityType=Agent
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motherhood, the price of love, and the power of hardship and courage that can shape 

us all. 

Convenience Store Woman -by Murata, Sayaka            FIC MURATA 

The English-language debut of one of Japan's most talented contemporary writers, 

selling over 650,000 copies there, Convenience Store Woman is the heartwarming and 

surprising story of thirty-six-year-old Tokyo resident Keiko Furukura. Keiko has never fit 

in, neither in her family, nor in school, but when at the age of eighteen she begins 

working at the Hiiromachi branch of "Smile Mart," she finds peace and purpose in her 

life. In the store, unlike anywhere else, she understands the rules of social interaction—

many are laid out line by line in the store's manual—and she does her best to copy the 

dress, mannerisms, and speech of her colleagues, playing the part of a "normal" person 

excellently, more or less. Managers come and go, but Keiko stays at the store for 

eighteen years. It's almost hard to tell where the store ends and she begins. Keiko is 

very happy, but the people close to her, from her family to her coworkers, increasingly 

pressure her to find a husband, and to start a proper career, prompting her to take 

desperate action... 

A brilliant depiction of an unusual psyche and a world hidden from view, Convenience 

Store Woman is an ironic and sharp-eyed look at contemporary work culture and the 

pressures to conform, as well as a charming and completely fresh portrait of an 

unforgettable heroine. 

The Lost Apothecary - by Penner, Sarah                          FIC PENNER 

Secretly dispensing poisons to liberate women from the men who have wronged them, 

a London apothecary triggers unintended consequences that shape three lives across 

multiple centuries. 

A Woman of No Importance : the untold story of the American spy 

who helped win World War II -by Purnell, Sonia             940.5486 PUR                                                  

Traces the story of mid-twentieth-century spy Virginia Hall, detailing her pivotal role in 

coordinating Resistance activities in Europe that helped change the course of World 

War II. 

The Diamond Eye - by Quinn, Kate                                FIC QUINN 

Known as Lady Death--a lethal hunter of Nazis--Mila Pavlichenko, sent to America on a 

goodwill tour, forms an unexpected friendship with First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and a 

connection with a silent fellow sniper, offering her a chance at happiness until her past 

returns with a vengeance. 

 

https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=e0838581-0f75-11ee-93ed-6dccf3ed0aee&entityType=Agent
https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=0b5f392c-c095-5316-8651-12e0bb9d5f77&entityType=FormatGroup
https://mon.search.stellanj.org/search/card?id=7fb5dcd7-0f71-11ee-b632-a96c67c009fe&entityType=Agent
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Serena - by Rash, Ron                                                     FIC RASH 

The year is 1929, and newlyweds George and Serena Pemberton travel from Boston to 

the North Carolina mountains where they plan to create a timber empire. Although 

George has already lived in the camp long enough to father an illegitimate child, Serena 

is new to the mountains; but she soon shows herself to be equal of any man, 

overseeing crews, hunting rattlesnake, even saving her husband's life. 

Killers of a Certain Age -by Raybourn, Deanna             FIC RAYBOURN 

They’ve spent their lives as the deadliest assassins in a clandestine international 

organization, but now that they're sixty years old, four women friends can’t just retire – 

it’s kill or be killed in this action-packed thriller by New York Times bestselling and Edgar 

Award-nominated author Deanna Raybourn. 

Billie, Mary Alice, Helen, and Natalie have worked for the Museum, an elite network of 

assassins, for forty years. Now their talents are considered old-school and no one 

appreciates what they have to offer in an age that relies more on technology than 

people skills. 

When the foursome is sent on an all-expenses paid vacation to mark their retirement, 

they are targeted by one of their own. Only the Board, the top-level members of the 

Museum, can order the termination of field agents, and the women realize they’ve been 

marked for death. 

Now to get out alive they have to turn against their own organization, relying on 

experience and each other to get the job done, knowing that working together is the 

secret to their survival. They’re about to teach the Board what it really means to be a 

woman—and a killer—of a certain age. 

The Paris Library -by Skeslien Charles, Janet               FIC SKESLIEN 

Paris, 1939: Young and ambitious Odile Souchet seems to have the perfect life with her 

handsome police officer beau and a dream job at the American Library in Paris. When 

the Nazis march into the city, Odile stands to lose everything she holds dear, including 

her beloved library. Together with her fellow librarians, Odile joins the Resistance with 

the best weapons she has: books. But when the war finally ends, instead of freedom, 

Odile tastes the bitter sting of unspeakable betrayal. 

Montana, 1983: Lily is a lonely teenager looking for adventure in small-town Montana. 

Her interest is piqued by her solitary, elderly neighbor. As Lily uncovers more about her 

neighbor's mysterious past, she finds that they share a love of language, the same 

longings, and the same intense jealousy, never suspecting that a dark secret from the 

past connects them. 

"A love letter to Paris, the power of books, and the beauty of intergenerational 

friendship" (Booklist), The Paris Library shows that extraordinary heroism can 

sometimes be found in the quietest places. 
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Girl Waits With Gun -by Stewart, Amy                         FIC STEWART 

In 1914, collisions between motor cars and horse-drawn carriages are an everyday 

occurrence on the streets of Paterson, New Jersey. But when an out-of-control driver 

smashes into a buggy driven by Constance, Norma, and Fleurette Kopp, their lives 

change forever. Constance, the oldest, demands payment for the damages, but quickly 

realizes that she is dealing with a madman - Henry Kaufman, a silk manufacturer with a 

drinking problem and a dangerous group of associates. Soon the Kopp home is under 

siege. The sisters face threats of arson, kidnapping and white slavery. Bricks come 

flying through their windows, and shots are fired at their house late at night. Even the 

sheriff can't solve the case on his own. He issues revolvers to the Kopp sisters, posts 

guards at their house, and enlists Constance's help in catching Kaufman. In the 

process, Constance finds herself pulled into an underworld of abused factory workers, 

missing children, and dirty dealings. Her attempts to help another woman in trouble 

forces her to confront her own past and imagine a different future for herself and her 

sisters. Before the collision, she was just a bored thirty-five year-old woman living at 

home with her sisters in the New Jersey countryside, stuck in a life she didn't want but 

couldn't escape. But the minute Constance is issued a gun, she finds her calling. Set 

against the backdrop of the famous Paterson Silk Strike and based on actual events, 

Girl Waits With Gun is the first in a series of novels based on the real life adventures of 

Constance, Norma, and Fleurette Kopp. Drawing on extensive research into newspaper 

reports, courthouse files, genealogical archives, letters, and photographs, this intriguing 

story remains true to the historical record. The Kopp sister's long-forgotten exploits, as 

told in the series, actually did make headlines nationwide in their day. The case against 

Henry Kaufman opened the door to a life of crime-fighting and mystery-solving for the 

Kopp sisters. In the fifteen years following the incident, Constance would serve as one 

of the nation's first female deputy sheriffs, perform intelligence work during World War I, 

and run a detective agency with her sisters through the 1920s- all of which will be the 

subject of future books in the series. 

The Gilded Years -by Tanabe, Karin                               FIC TANABE 

Since childhood, Anita Hemmings has longed to attend the country’s most exclusive 

school for women, Vassar College. Now, a bright, beautiful senior in the class of 1897, 

she is hiding a secret that would have banned her from admission: Anita is the only 

African-American student ever to attend Vassar. With her olive complexion and dark 

hair, this daughter of a janitor and descendant of slaves has successfully passed as 

white, but now finds herself rooming with Louise “Lottie” Taylor, the scion of one of New 

York’s most prominent families. 

Though Anita has kept herself at a distance from her classmates, Lottie’s sphere of 

influence is inescapable, her energy irresistible, and the two become fast friends. Pulled 

into her elite world, Anita learns what it’s like to be treated as a wealthy, educated white 
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woman—the person everyone believes her to be—and even finds herself in a heady 

romance with a moneyed Harvard student. It’s only when Lottie becomes infatuated with 

Anita’s brother, Frederick, whose skin is almost as light as his sister’s, that the situation 

becomes particularly perilous. And as Anita’s college graduation looms, those closest to 

her will be the ones to dangerously threaten her secret. 

Set against the vibrant backdrop of the Gilded Age, an era when old money traditions 

collided with modern ideas, Tanabe has written an unputdownable and emotionally 

compelling story of hope, sacrifice, and betrayal—and a gripping account of how one 

woman dared to risk everything for the chance at a better life. 

A Duty to the Dead: Bess Crawford Series -by Todd, Charles  

                                                                                           MYS TODD 

Independent-minded Bess Crawford's upbringing is far different from that of the usual 

upper-middle-class British gentlewoman. At the outbreak of WWI, she volunteers for the 

nursing corps, serving from the battlefields of France to the doomed hospital ship 

Britannic. On one voyage, she promises to a deliver a message from a dying officer to 

his brother. Once she's able to do so, she's disturbed at the brother's indifferent 

reception of the message, and when an unexpected turn of events provides her with an 

opportunity to stay with the family for a short time, she takes it. 

Dinners With Ruth : A Memoir on the Power of Friendships -by 

Totenberg, Nina                                                               070.92 TOT 

Celebrated NPR correspondent Nina Totenberg delivers an extraordinary memoir of her 

personal successes, struggles, and life-affirming relationships, including her beautiful 

friendship of nearly fifty years with Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

Black Cake -by Wilkerson, Charmaine                        FIC WILKERSON 

In present-day California, Eleanor Bennett’s death leaves behind a puzzling inheritance 

for her two children, Byron and Benny: a black cake, made from a family recipe with a 

long history, and a voice recording. In her message, Eleanor shares a tumultuous story 

about a headstrong young swimmer who escapes her island home under suspicion of 

murder. The heartbreaking tale Eleanor unfolds, the secrets she still holds back, and the 

mystery of a long-lost child challenge everything the siblings thought they knew about 

their lineage and themselves. 

Can Byron and Benny reclaim their once-close relationship, piece together Eleanor’s 

true history, and fulfill her final request to “share the black cake when the time is right”? 

Will their mother’s revelations bring them back together or leave them feeling more lost 

than ever? 

Charmaine Wilkerson’s debut novel is a story of how the inheritance of betrayals, 

secrets, memories, and even names can shape relationships and history. Deeply 
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evocative and beautifully written, Black Cake is an extraordinary journey through the life 

of a family changed forever by the choices of its matriarch. 

Maisie Dobbs Mystery Series -by Winspear, Jacqueline       

                                                                                 MYS WINSPEAR 

Maisie Dobbs got her start as a maid in an aristocratic London household when she was 

thirteen. Her employer, suffragette Lady Rowan Compton, soon became her patron, 

taking the remarkably bright youngster under her wing. Lady Rowan's friend, Maurice 

Blanche, often retained as an investigator by the European elite, recognized Maisie’s 

intuitive gifts and helped her earn admission to the prestigious Girton College in 

Cambridge, where Maisie planned to complete her education. 

 The outbreak of war changed everything. Maisie trained as a nurse, then left for France 

to serve at the Front, where she found—and lost—an important part of herself. Ten 

years after the Armistice, in the spring of 1929, Maisie sets out on her own as a private 

investigator, one who has learned that coincidences are meaningful, and truth elusive. 

Her very first case involves suspected infidelity but reveals something very different. 

 In the aftermath of the Great War, a former officer has founded a working farm known 

as The Retreat, that acts as a convalescent refuge for ex-soldiers too shattered to 

resume normal life. When Fate brings Maisie a second case involving The Retreat, she 

must finally confront the ghost that has haunted her for over a decade. 

The Fourth Wing -by Yarros, Rebecca                            SF YARROS 

Twenty-year-old Violet Sorrengail was supposed to enter the Scribe Quadrant, living a 

quiet life among books and history. Now, the commanding general—also known as her 

tough-as-talons mother—has ordered Violet to join the hundreds of candidates striving 

to become the elite of Navarre: dragon riders. 

But when you're smaller than everyone else and your body is brittle, death is only a 

heartbeat away...because dragons don't bond to "fragile" humans. They incinerate them. 

With fewer dragons willing to bond than cadets, most would kill Violet to better their own 

chances of success. The rest would kill her just for being her mother's daughter—like 

Xaden Riorson, the most powerful and ruthless wingleader in the Riders Quadrant. 

She'll need every edge her wits can give her just to see the next sunrise. 

Yet, with every day that passes, the war outside grows more deadly, the kingdom's 

protective wards are failing, and the death toll continues to rise. Even worse, Violet 

begins to suspect leadership is hiding a terrible secret. 

Friends, enemies, lovers. Everyone at Basgiath War College has an agenda—because 

once you enter, there are only two ways out: graduate or die. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Jacqueline-Winspear/e/B001JP8DJK/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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I am Malala -by Yousafzai, Malala                                   B YOUSAFZAI   

Describes the life of the young Pakistani student who advocated for women's rights and 

education in the Taliban-controlled Swat Valley, survived an assassination attempt, and 

became the youngest nominee for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
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