
1 
 

                                                     

                                                           Page Turners 

                                                  @  

                              Monroe Township Library 

                    January 2025 (Staff Favorite Reads 0f 2024) 

Martyr! - by Akbar, Kaveh                                        FIC AKBAR 

A newly sober, orphaned son of Iranian immigrants, guided by the voices of artists, 

poets, and kings, embarks on a remarkable search for a family secret that leads him to 

a terminally ill painter living out her final days in the Brooklyn Museum. Electrifying, 

funny, and wholly original, Martyr! heralds the arrival of an essential new voice in 

contemporary fiction. Cyrus Shams is a young man grappling with an inheritance of 

violence and loss: his mother’s plane was shot down over the skies of the Persian Gulf 

in a senseless accident; and his father’s life in America was circumscribed by his work 

killing chickens at a factory farm in the Midwest. Cyrus is a drunk, an addict, and a poet, 

whose obsession with martyrs leads him to examine the mysteries of his past—toward 

an uncle who rode through Iranian battlefields dressed as the angel of death to inspire 

and comfort the dying, and toward his mother, through a painting discovered in a 

Brooklyn art gallery that suggests she may not have been who or what she seemed. 

Hester – by Albanese, Laurie Lico                         FIC LICO ALBANESE 

Isobel Gamble is a young seamstress carrying generations of secrets when she sets 

sail from Scotland in the early 1800s with her husband, Edward. An apothecary who has 

fallen under the spell of opium, his pile of debts have forced them to flee Glasgow for a 

fresh start in the New World. But only days after they've arrived in Salem, Edward 

abruptly joins a departing ship as a medic––leaving Isobel penniless and alone in a 

strange country, forced to make her way by any means possible. 

When she meets a young Nathaniel Hawthorne, the two are instantly drawn to each 

other: he is a man haunted by his ancestors, who sent innocent women to the gallows–

–while she is an unusually gifted needleworker, troubled by her own strange talents. As 

the weeks pass and Edward's safe return grows increasingly unlikely, Nathaniel and 

Isobel grow closer and closer. Together, they are a muse and a dark storyteller, the 
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enchanter and the enchanted. But which is which? 

In this sensuous and hypnotizing tale, a young immigrant woman grapples with our 

country's complicated past and learns that America's ideas of freedom and liberty often 

fall short of their promise. Interwoven with Isobel and Nathaniel's story is a vivid 

interrogation of who gets to be a "real" American in the first half of the 19th century, a 

depiction of the early days of the Underground Railroad in New England, and 

atmospheric interstitials that capture the long history of "unusual" women being accused 

of witchcraft. Meticulously researched yet evocatively imagined, Laurie Lico 

Albanese's Hester is a timeless tale of art, ambition, and desire that examines the roots 

of female creative power and the men who try to shut it down. 

The Little Liar – by Albom, Mitch                                                  FIC ALBOM 

Beloved bestselling author Mitch Albom returns with a powerful novel that moves from a 

small village in Greece during the Holocaust, to America, where the intertwined lives of 

three survivors are forever changed by the perils of deception and the grace of 

redemption. Eleven-year-old Nico Crispi never told a lie. When the Nazi's invade his 

home in Salonika, Greece, the trustworthy boy is discovered by a German officer, who 

offers him a chance to save his family. All Nico has to do is convince his fellow Jewish 

residents to board trains heading towards "the east" where they are promised jobs and 

safety. Unaware that this is all a cruel ruse, the innocent boy goes to the station platform 

every day and reassures the passengers that the journey is safe. But when the final 

train is at the station, Nico sees his family being loaded into a large boxcar crowded with 

other neighbors. Only after it is too late does Nico discover that he helped send the 

people he loved-and all the others-to their doom at Auschwitz. Nico never tells the truth 

again. In “The Little Liar”, his first novel set during the Holocaust, Mitch Albom 

interweaves the stories of Nico, his brother Sebastian, and their schoolmate Fanni, who 

miraculously survive the death camps and spend years searching for Nico, who has 

become a pathological liar, and the Nazi officer who radically changed their lives. As the 

decades pass, Albom reveals the consequences of what they said, did, and endured. A 

moving parable that explores honesty, survival, revenge and devotion, “The Little Liar” is 

Mitch Albom at his very best. Narrated by the voice of Truth itself, it is a timeless story 

about the harm we inflict with our deceits, and the power of love to ultimately redeem 

us. 

The Bear & the Nightingale – by Arden, Katherine             FIC ARDEN 

Winter lasts most of the year at the edge of the Russian wilderness, and in the long 

nights, Vasilisa and her siblings love to gather by the fire to listen to their nurse’s fairy 

tales. Above all, Vasya loves the story of Frost, the blue-eyed winter demon. Wise 

Russians fear him, for he claims unwary souls, and they honor the spirits that protect 

their homes from evil. 
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Then Vasya’s widowed father brings home a new wife from Moscow. Fiercely devout, 

Vasya’s stepmother forbids her family from honoring their household spirits, but Vasya 

fears what this may bring. And indeed, misfortune begins to stalk the village. 

But Vasya’s stepmother only grows harsher, determined to remake the village to her 

liking and to groom her rebellious stepdaughter for marriage or a convent. As the 

village’s defenses weaken and evil from the forest creeps nearer, Vasilisa must call 

upon dangerous gifts she has long concealed—to protect her family from a threat 

sprung to life from her nurse’s most frightening tales. 

The Long March Home – by Marcus, Brotherton     FIC BROTHERTON 

Inspired by a true story, three best friends from Mobile, Alabama are captured in the 

Philippines during WWII--they vow to return home together. They struggle to survive 

against impossible odds that becomes known as the Bataan Death March."--Provided 

by publisher. 

The Adventures of Amina Al-Sirafi – by Chakraborty, Shannon      

                                                                                    SF CHAKROBORTY                                 
While trying to settle into a life of piety, motherhood, and absolutely nothing that hints of 

the supernatural, Amina al-Sirafi, one of the Indian Ocean's most notorious pirates, is 

offered a job she cannot refuse, but soon discovers this final chance at glory comes with 

a high price--her soul. 

Clear – by Crays, Davies                                           FIC DAVIES 

John, an impoverished Scottish minister, has accepted a job evicting the lone remaining 

occupant of an island north of Scotland--Ivar, who has been living alone for decades, 

with only the animals and the sea for company. Though his wife, Mary, has serious 

misgivings about the errand, he decides to go anyway, setting in motion a chain of 

events that neither he nor Mary could have predicted. Shortly after John reaches the 

island, he falls down a cliff and is found, unconscious and badly injured, by Ivar who 

takes him home and tends to his wounds. The two men do not speak a common 

language, but as John builds a dictionary of Ivar's world, they learn to communicate 

and, as Ivar sees himself for the first time in decades reflected through the eyes of 

another person, they build a fragile, unusual connection. Unfolding in the 1840s in the 

final stages of the infamous Scottish Clearances--which saw whole communities of the 

rural poor driven off the land in a relentless program of forced evictions--this singular, 

beautiful, deeply surprising novel explores the differences and connections between us, 

the way history shapes our deepest convictions, and how the human spirit can survive 

despite all odds. Moving and unpredictable, sensitive and spellbinding, Clear is a 

profound and pleasurable read. 
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Whiskey in the Jar – by Davis, Irene                               FIC DAVIS 

When a highwayman’s ransom wipes out her savings, Jenny Blair no longer has the 

funds to get her sister away from an abusive marriage. What’s a girl to do in a world 

where men take the money and drink it away? 

Catch the highwayman herself, of course, and earn the reward money for turning him in. 

But the highwayman is nothing like Jenny expects. Not only does he have the favor of 

the fair folk to protect him, he steals her heart—and now she’ll have to find a way to 

save both her sister and the man she’s sent to hang. 

The Christie Affair – by De Gramont, Nina                       FIC GRAMONT 

Nina de Gramont's The Christie Affair is a beguiling novel of star-crossed lovers, 

heartbreak, revenge, and murder-and a brilliant re-imagination of one of the most 

talked-about unsolved mysteries of the twentieth century. Every story has its secrets. 

Every mystery has its motives. "A long time ago, in another country, I nearly killed a 

woman. It's a particular feeling, the urge to murder. It takes over your body so 

completely, it's like a divine force, grabbing hold of your will, your limbs, your psyche. 

There's a joy to it. In retrospect, it's frightening, but I dare say in the moment it feels 

sweet. The way justice feels sweet." The greatest mystery wasn't Agatha Christie's 

disappearance in those eleven infamous days, it's what she discovered. London,1925: 

In a world of townhomes and tennis matches, socialites and shooting parties, Miss Nan 

O'Dea became Archie Christie's mistress, luring him away from his devoted and well-

known wife, Agatha Christie. The question is, why? Why destroy another woman's 

marriage, why hatch a plot years in the making, and why murder? How was Nan O'Dea 

so intricately tied to those eleven mysterious days that Agatha Christie went missing? 

The Lindbergh Nanny – by Fredericks, Mariah         FIC FREDERICKS 

When the most famous toddler in America, Charles Lindbergh, Jr., is kidnapped from his 

family home in New Jersey in 1932, the case makes international headlines. Already 

celebrated for his flight across the Atlantic, his father, Charles, Sr., is the country's 

golden boy, with his wealthy, lovely wife, Anne Morrow Lindbergh, by his side. 

But there's someone else in their household-Betty Gow, a formerly obscure young 

woman, now known around the world by another name: the Lindbergh Nanny. A 

Scottish immigrant deciphering the rules of her new homeland and its East Coast elite, 

Betty finds Colonel Lindbergh eccentric and often odd, Mrs. Lindbergh kind yet nervous, 

and Charlie simply a darling. Far from home and bruised from a love affair gone horribly 

wrong, Betty finds comfort in caring for the child, and warms up to the attention of 

handsome sailor Henrik, sometimes known as Red. Then, Charlie disappears. Suddenly 

a suspect in the eyes of both the media and the public, Betty, must find the truth about 

what really happened that night, in order to clear her own name and to find justice for 

the child she loves. "Gripping and elegant, The Lindbergh Nanny brings readers into the 

interior of the twentieth century's most infamous crime.    
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Witch of Wild Things –by Gilliland, R Vasquez   ROMANCE VASQUEZ 

Sage Flores has been running from her family - and their 'gifts' - ever since her younger 

sister Sky died. Eight years later, Sage reluctantly returns to her hometown. Like 

slipping into an old, comforting sweater, Sage takes back her job at Cranberry Rose 

Company and uses her ability to communicate with plants to discover unusual heritage 

specimens in the surrounding lands. What should be a simple task is complicated by 

her partner in botany sleuthing: Tennessee Reyes. He broke her heart in high school, 

and she never fully recovered. Working together is reminding her of all their past tender, 

genuine moments - and new feelings for this mature sexy man are starting to take root 

in her heart. With rare plants to find, a dead sister who keeps bringing her coffee, and 

another sister whose anger fills the sky with lightning, Sage doesn't have time for 

romance. But being with Tenn is like standing in the middle of a field on the cusp of a 

summer thunderstorm - supercharged and inevitable. 

Anita de Monte Laughs Last –by Gonzalez, Xochitl     FIC GONZALEZ 

Anita de Monte, a rising star in the art world, is found dead in New York City; her tragic 

death is the talk of the town. Until it isn't. By 1998 Anita's name has been all but 

forgotten, certainly by the time Raquel, a third-year art history student, is preparing her 

final thesis. On College Hill, surrounded by privileged students whose futures are 

already paved out for them, Raquel feels like an outsider. Students of color, like her, are 

the minority there, and the pressure to work twice as hard for the same opportunities is 

no secret. 

But when Raquel becomes romantically involved with a well-connected older art 

student, she finds herself unexpectedly rising up the social ranks. As she attempts to 

straddle both worlds, she stumbles upon Anita's story, raising questions about the 

dynamics of her own relationship, which eerily mirrors that of the forgotten artist. 

Moving back and forth through time and told from the perspectives of both 

women, Anita de Monte Laughs Last is a propulsive, witty examination of power, love, 

and art, daring to ask who gets to be remembered and who is left behind in the rarefied 

world of the elite. 

Home Front – by Hannah, Kristin                                   FIC HANNAH 

All marriages have a breaking point. All families have wounds. All wars have a cost. . .. 

Like many couples, Michael and Jolene Zarkades have to face the pressures of 

everyday life—children, careers, bills, chores—even as their twelve-year marriage is 

falling apart. Then a deployment sends Jolene deep into harm's way and leaves 

defense attorney Michael at home, unaccustomed to being a single parent to their two 

girls. As a mother, it agonizes Jolene to leave her family, but as a solider, she has 

always understood the true meaning of duty. In her letters home, she paints a rose-

colored version of her life on the front lines, shielding her family from the truth. But war 

will change Jolene in ways that none of them could have foreseen. When tragedy 



6 
 

strikes, Michael must face his darkest fear and fight a battle of his own—for everything 

that matters to his family. 

At once a profoundly honest look at modern marriage and a dramatic exploration of the 

toll war takes on an ordinary American family, Home Front is a story of love, loss, 

heroism, honor, and ultimately, hope. 

The Women – by Hannah, Kristin                                FIC HANNAH 

Women can be heroes, too.' When twenty-year-old nursing student Frances Frankie 

McGrath hears these unexpected words, it is a revelation. Raised on idyllic Coronado 

Island and sheltered by her conservative parents, she has always prided herself on 

doing the right thing, being a good girl. But in 1965 the world is changing, and she 

suddenly imagines a different choice for her life. When her brother ships out to serve in 

Vietnam, she impulsively joins the Army Nurse Corps and follows his path. As green and 

inexperienced as the men sent to Vietnam to fight, Frankie is overwhelmed by the 

chaos and destruction of war, as well as the unexpected trauma of coming home to a 

changed and politically divided America. The Women is the story of one woman gone to 

war, but it shines a light on the story of all women who put themselves in harm's way to 

help others. Women whose sacrifice and commitment to their country has all too often 

been forgotten. 

The Other Valley – by Howard, Scott Alexander              FIC HOWARD 

Sixteen-year-old Odile is an awkward, quiet girl vying for a coveted seat on the Conseil. 

If she earns the position, she'll decide who may cross her town's heavily guarded 

borders. On the other side, it's the same valley, the same town. Except to the east, the 

town is twenty years ahead in time. To the west, it's twenty years behind. The towns 

repeat in an endless sequence across the wilderness. When Odile recognizes two 

visitors she wasn't supposed to see, she realizes that the parents of her friend Edme 

have been escorted across the border from the future, on a mourning tour, to view their 

son while he's still alive in Odile's present. Edme--who is brilliant, funny, and the only 

person to truly see Odile--is about to die. Sworn to secrecy in order to preserve the 

timeline, Odile now becomes the Conseil's top candidate. Yet she finds herself drawing 

closer to the doomed boy, imperiling her entire future. 

The Henna Artist – by Joshi, Alka (Series)                       FIC JOSHI 

Vivid and compelling in its portrait of one woman's struggle for fulfillment in a society 

pivoting between the traditional and the modern, The Henna Artist opens a door into a 

world that is at once lush and fascinating, stark and cruel. Escaping from an abusive 

marriage, seventeen-year-old Lakshmi makes her way alone to the vibrant 1950s pink 

city of Jaipur. There she becomes the most highly requested henna artist ‘and 

confidante ‘to the wealthy women of the upper class. But trusted with the secrets of the 

wealthy, she can never reveal her own. Known for her original designs and sage advice, 
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Lakshmi must tread carefully to avoid the jealous gossips who could ruin her reputation 

and her livelihood. As she pursues her dream of an independent life, she is startled one 

day when she is confronted by her husband, who has tracked her down these many 

years later with a high-spirited young girl in tow- sister Lakshmi never knew she had. 

Suddenly the caution that she has carefully cultivated as protection is threatened. Still, 

she perseveres, applying her talents and lifting up those that surround her as she does. 

"Eloquent and moving ‘Joshi masterfully balances a yearning for self-discovery with the 

need for familial love. 

A Sorceress Comes to call – by Kingfisher, T            SF KINGFISHER 

From New York Times bestselling and Hugo Award-winning author T. Kingfisher comes 

A Sorceress Comes to Call--a dark reimagining of the Brothers Grimm's "The Goose 

Girl," rife with secrets, murder, and forbidden magic. (The hardcover edition features a 

foil stamp on the casing and custom endpapers illustrated by the author.) Cordelia 

knows her mother is . . . unusual. Their house doesn't have any doors between rooms--

there are no secrets in this house--and her mother doesn't allow Cordelia to have a 

single friend. Unless you count Falada, her mother's beautiful white horse. The only 

time Cordelia feels truly free is on her daily rides with him. But more than simple 

eccentricity sets her mother apart. Other mothers don't force their daughters to be silent 

and motionless for hours, sometimes days, on end. Other mothers aren't evil sorcerers. 

When her mother unexpectedly moves them into the manor home of a wealthy older 

Squire and his kind but keen-eyed sister, Hester, Cordelia knows this welcoming pair 

are to be her mother's next victims. But Cordelia feels at home for the very first time 

among these people, and as her mother's plans darken, she must decide how to face 

the woman who raised her to save the people who have become like family. 

Delicious in Dungeon – by Kui, Ryoko               YA MANGA DELICIOUS 

When young adventurer Laios and his company are attacked and soundly thrashed by a 

dragon deep in a dungeon, the party loses all its money and provisions...and a member! 

They're eager to go back and save her, but there is just one problem: If they set out with 

no food or coin to speak of, they're sure to starve on the way! But Laios comes up with a 

brilliant idea: "Let's eat the monsters!" Slimes, basilisks, and even dragons...none are 

safe from the appetites of these dungeon-crawling gourmands! 

The Frozen River – by Lawhon, Ariel                             FIC LAWHON 

From the New York Times bestselling author of I Was Anastasia and Code Name 

Helene comes a gripping historical mystery inspired by the life and diary of Martha 

Ballard, a renowned 18th-century midwife who defied the legal system and wrote herself 

into American history. Maine, 1789: When the Kennebec River freezes, entombing a 

man in the ice, Martha Ballard is summoned to examine the body and determine cause 

of death. As a midwife and healer, she is privy to much of what goes on behind closed 
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doors in Hallowell. Her diary is a record of every birth and death, crime and debacle that 

unfolds in the close-knit community. Months earlier, Martha documented the details of 

an alleged rape committed by two of the towns most respected gentlemen--one of 

whom has now been found dead in the ice. But when a local physician undermines her 

conclusion, declaring the death to be an accident, Martha is forced to investigate the 

shocking murder on her own. Over the course of one winter, as the trial nears, and 

whispers and prejudices mount, Martha doggedly pursues the truth. Her diary soon 

lands at the center of the scandal, implicating those she loves, and compelling Martha 

to decide where her own loyalties lie. Clever, layered, and subversive, Ariel Lawhons 

newest offering introduces an unsung heroine who refused to accept anything less than 

justice at a time when women were considered best seen and not heard. The Frozen 

River is a thrilling, tense, and tender story about a remarkable woman who left an 

unparalleled legacy yet remains nearly forgotten to this day. 

The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store -by McBride, James   FIC MCBRIDE 

In 1972, when workers in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, were digging the foundations for a 

new development, the last thing they expected to find was a skeleton at the bottom of a 

well. Who the skeleton was and how it got there were two of the long-held secrets kept 

by the residents of Chicken Hill, the dilapidated neighborhood where immigrant Jews 

and African Americans lived side by side and shared ambitions and sorrows. Chicken 

Hill was where Moshe and Chona Ludlow lived when Moshe integrated his theater and 

where Chona ran the Heaven & Earth Grocery Store. When the state came looking for a 

deaf boy to institutionalize him, it was Chona and Nate Timblin, the Black janitor at 

Moshe's theater and the unofficial leader of the Black community on Chicken Hill, who 

worked together to keep the boy safe. 

The Housemaid – by McFadden, Frieda                            FIC MCFADDEN 

Every day I clean the Winchesters' beautiful house top to bottom. I pick up their 

daughter from school. And I cook a delicious meal for the whole family before heading 

up to eat alone in my tiny room on the top floor. I try to ignore how Nina makes a mess 

just to watch me clean it up. How she tells strange lies about her own daughter. And 

how her husband, Andrew, seems more broken every day. But as I look into Andrew's 

handsome brown eyes, so full of pain, it's hard not to imagine what it would be like to 

live Nina's life. The walk-in closet, the fancy car, the perfect husband... I try on one of 

Nina's pristine white dresses once. Just to see what it's like. But she soon finds out... 

and by the time I realize my attic bedroom door only locks from the outside, it's far too 

late. But I reassure myself: the Winchesters don't know who I really am. They don't 

know what I'm capable of... 

The Bane Witch – by Morgyn, Ava                                   FIC MORGYN 

Piers Corbin has always had an affinity for poisonous things―plants and men. From the 
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pokeweed berries she consumed at age five that led to the accidental death of a 

stranger, to the husband whose dark proclivities have become… concerning, poison has 

been at the heart of her story. 

But when she fakes her own death in an attempt to escape her volatile marriage and 

goes to stay with her estranged great aunt in the mountains, she realizes her 

predilection is more than a hunger―it’s a birthright. Piers comes from a long line of 

poison eaters―Bane Witches―women who ingest deadly plants and use their magic to 

rid the world of evil men. 

Piers sets out to earn her place in her family’s gritty but distinguished legacy, all while 

working at her Aunt Myrtle’s cafe and perpetuating a flirtation with the local, well-

meaning sheriff to allay his suspicions on the body count she’s been leaving in her 

wake. But soon she catches the attention of someone else, a serial killer operating in 

the area. And that only means one thing―it’s time to feed. 

The Berry Pickers - by Peters, Amanda                          FIC PETERS 

July 1962. A Mi’kmaq family from Nova Scotia arrives in Maine to pick blueberries for 

the summer. Weeks later, four-year-old Ruthie, the family’s youngest child, vanishes. 

She is last seen by her six-year-old brother, Joe, sitting on a favorite rock at the edge of 

a berry field. Joe will remain distraught by his sister’s disappearance for years to come.  

In Maine, a young girl named Norma grows up as the only child of an affluent family. Her 

father is emotionally distant, her mother frustratingly overprotective. Norma is often 

troubled by recurring dreams and visions that seem more like memories than 

imagination. As she grows older, Norma slowly comes to realize there is something her 

parents aren’t telling her. Unwilling to abandon her intuition, she will spend decades 

trying to uncover this family secret.  

.Diamond Eye – by Quinn, Kate                                         FIC QUINN 

Known as Lady Death--a lethal hunter of Nazis--Mila Pavlichenko, sent to America on a 

goodwill tour, forms an unexpected friendship with First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and a 

connection with a silent fellow sniper, offering her a chance at happiness until her past 

returns with a vengeance. 

Slow Dance – by Rowell, Rainbow                                           FIC ROWELL 

They were just friends. Best friends. They spent entire summers sitting on Shiloh's 

porch steps, dreaming about the future. They promised each other that, no matter what, 

their friendship would never change. 

Well, Shiloh did go to college, and Cary did join the Navy. And yet, somehow, everything 

changed. 

Now Shiloh's thirty-three, and it's been fourteen years since she talked to Cary. She's 

been married and divorced. She has two kids. And she's back living in the same house 

she grew up in. Her life is nothing like she planned. 
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When she's invited to an old friend's wedding, all Shiloh can think about is whether Cary 

will be there—and whether she hopes he will be. Would Cary even want to talk to her? 

After everything? 

The answer is yes. And yes. And yes. 

Slow Dance is the story of two kids who fell in love before they knew enough about love 

to recognize it. . . Two friends who lost everything. . . Two adults who just feel lost. 

It's the story of Shiloh and Cary, who everyone thought would end up together, trying to 

find their way back to the start. 

Table for Two – by Towles, Amor                                            SS TOWLES 

The millions of listeners of Amor Towles are in for a treat as he shares some of his 

shorter fiction: six stories set in New York City and a novella in Los Angeles. The New 

York stories, most of which are set around the turn of the millennium, take up everything 

from the death-defying acrobatics of the male ego to the fateful consequences of brief 

encounters, and the delicate mechanics of comprise which operate at the heart of 

modern marriages. In Towles's novel, Rules of Civility, the indomitable Evelyn Ross 

leaves New York City in September 1938, with the intention of returning home to 

Indiana. But as her train pulls into Chicago, where her parents are waiting, she instead 

extends her ticket to Los Angeles. Told from seven points of view, "Eve in Hollywood" 

describes how Eve crafts a new future for herself, and others, in the midst of 

Hollywood's golden age. Throughout the stories, two characters often find themselves 

sitting across a table for two where the direction of their futures may hinge upon what 

they say to each other next. 

Remarkably Bright Creatures – by Van Pelt, Shelby        FIC VANPELT 

After Tova Sullivan's husband died, she began working the night shift at the Sowell Bay 

Aquarium, mopping floors and tidying up. Keeping busy has always helped her cope, 

which she's been doing since her eighteen-year-old son, Erik, mysteriously vanished on 

a boat in Puget Sound over thirty years ago. 

Tova becomes acquainted with curmudgeonly Marcellus, a giant Pacific octopus living 

at the aquarium. Marcellus knows more than anyone can imagine but wouldn't dream of 

lifting one of his eight arms for his human captors— until he forms a remarkable 

friendship with Tova. 

Ever the detective, Marcellus deduces what happened the night Tova's son 

disappeared. And now Marcellus must use every trick his old invertebrate body can 

muster to unearth the truth for her before it's too late. 

Shelby Van Pelt's debut novel is a gentle reminder that sometimes taking a hard look at 

the past can help uncover a future that once felt impossible. 

All Systems Red – by Wells, Martha                                 SF WELLS 

As a heartless killing machine, I was a complete failure." 
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In a corporate-dominated spacefaring future, planetary missions must be approved and 

supplied by the Company. Exploratory teams are accompanied by Company-supplied 

security androids, for their own safety. 

But in a society where contracts are awarded to the lowest bidder, safety isn't a primary 

concern. 

On a distant planet, a team of scientists are conducting surface tests, shadowed by their 

Company-supplied 'droid — a self-aware SecUnit that has hacked its own governor 

module, and refers to itself (though never out loud) as "Murderbot." Scornful of humans, 

all it really wants is to be left alone long enough to figure out who it is. 

But when a neighboring mission goes dark, it's up to the scientists and their Murderbot 

to get to the truth. 

All the Colors of the Dark – by Whitaker, Chris               FIC WHITAKER 

1975 is a time of change in America. The Vietnam War is ending. Muhammad Ali is 

fighting Joe Frazier. And in the smalltown of Monta Clare, Missouri, girls are 

disappearing. 

When the daughter of a wealthy family is targeted, the most unlikely hero emerges—

Patch, a local boy, who saves the girl, and, in doing so, leaves heartache in his wake. 

Patch and those who love him soon discover that the line between triumph and tragedy 

has never been finer. And that their search for answers will lead them to truths that 

could mean losing one another. 

A missing person mystery, a serial killer thriller, a love story, a unique twist on each, 

Chris Whitaker has written a novel about what lurks in the shadows of obsession and 

the blinding light of hope. 

 

 

 


