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                                                           Page Turners 

                                                                                @  

                                            Monroe Township Library 

                       December 2024 (Books to Make You Laugh) 

Beat the Reaper- by Bazell, Josh                                    FIC BAZELL 

Dr. Peter Brown is an intern at Manhattan's worst hospital, with a talent for medicine, a 

shift from hell, and a past he'd prefer to keep hidden. Whether it's a blocked circumflex 

artery or a plan to land a massive malpractice suit, he knows what evil lurks in the 

hearts of men. 

Pietro "Bearclaw" Brnwna is a hitman for the mob, with a genius for violence, a well-

earned fear of sharks, and an overly close relationship with the Federal Witness 

Relocation Program. More likely to leave a trail of dead gangsters than a molecule of 

evidence, he's the last person you want to see in your hospital room. 

Nicholas LoBrutto, aka Eddy Squillante, is Dr. Brown's new patient, with three months to 

live and a very strange idea: that Peter Brown and Pietro Brnwa might-just might-be the 

same person . . . 

Now, with the mob, the government, and death itself descending on the hospital, Peter 

has to buy time and do whatever it takes to keep his patients, himself, and his last shot 

at redemption alive. To get through the next eight hours-and somehow beat the reaper. 

700 Sundays- by Crystal, Billy                                          B CRYSTAL 

One of America's most beloved entertainers takes us home. Billy Crystal opens the front 

door to a time in his life when he shared joy, love, music, and laughter with an eccentric 

family headed by the hardworking father who left them all too soon. From the story of 

the Crystal family's proud connection to the New York jazz scene of the 40s and 50s, to 

the hilarious living room performances that would sow the seeds of Billy's career, to the 

times of tragedy, heartbreak, and his mother's unending courage, this book celebrates 
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the memories, the love, and all the other wonderful gifts parents can give a child. This is 

a tribute to a family and the people who helped make him a man.  

Heartburn- by Ephron, Nora                                               FIC EPHRON 

Is it possible to write a sidesplitting novel about the breakup of the perfect marriage? If 

the writer is Nora Ephron, the answer is a resounding yes. For in this inspired confection 

of adultery, revenge, group therapy, and pot roast, the creator of Sleepless in 

Seattle reminds us that comedy depends on anguish as surely as a proper gravy 

depends on flour and butter.Seven months into her pregnancy, Rachel Samstat 

discovers that her husband, Mark, is in love with another woman. The fact that the other 

woman has "a neck as long as an arm and a nose as long as a thumb and you should 

see her legs" is no consolation. Food sometimes is, though, since Rachel writes 

cookbooks for a living. And in between trying to win Mark back and loudly wishing him 

dead, Ephron's irrepressible heroine offers some of her favorite recipes. Heartburn is a 

sinfully delicious novel, as soul-satisfying as mashed potatoes and as airy as a perfect 

soufflé. 

American on Purpose: The Improbable Adventures of an Unlikely 

Patriot-by Ferguson, Craig                                                B FERGUSON 

Ferguson delivers a moving and achingly funny memoir of living the American dream as 

he journeys from the mean streets of Glasgow, Scotland, to the comedic promised land 

of Hollywood. Along the way, he stumbles through several attempts to make his mark - 

as a punk rock musician, a construction worker, a bouncer, and, tragically, a modern 

dancer. To numb the pain of failure, Ferguson found comfort in drugs and alcohol, 

addictions that eventually led to an aborted suicide attempt. (He forgot to do it when 

someone offered him a glass of sherry.) But his story has a happy ending: success on 

the hit sitcom The Drew Carey Show, and later as the host of CBS's Late Late Show. By 

far Ferguson's greatest triumph was his decision to become a US citizen, a milestone 

he achieved in early 2008. 

Then We Came to the End- by Ferris, Joshua           FIC FERRIS 

An astounding debut novel, wickedly funny and big-hearted, about life in the office, 

signals the arrival of a gloriously talented new writer. 

No one knows us quite the same way as the men and women who sit beside us in 

department meetings and crowd the office refrigerator with their labeled yogurts. Every 

office is a family of sorts, and the Chicago ad agency Joshua Ferris brilliantly depicts in 

his debut novel is family at its strangest and best. 

The characters in Then We Came to an End cope with a business downturn in the time-

honored way: through gossip, secret romance, elaborate pranks, and increasingly 

frequent coffee breaks. As one colleague after another is seen "walking Spanish down 
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the hall" (office shorthand for being fired), the survivors obsessively parse their bosses' 

decisions - when they're not competing for the best office furniture left behind or trying 

to make sense of the mysterious pro-bono ad campaign that is their only remaining 

"work". 

Joshua Ferris has a demon's eye for the details and emotions that make up our lives, 

and he has written a hilarious and moving novel about the strange selves we become 

when we walk through the office doors each day. 

Bridget Jones’s Diary- by Fielding, Helen                        FIC FIELDING 
Meet Bridget Jones—a 30-something Singleton who is certain she would have all the 

answers if she could: 

a. lose 7 pounds 

b. stop smoking 

c. develop Inner Poise 

Bridget Jones’s Diary is the devastatingly self-aware, laugh-out-loud daily chronicle of 

Bridget’s permanent, doomed quest for self-improvement—a year in which she resolves 

to: visit the gym three times a week, not just to buy a sandwich, form a relationship with 

a functional adult, and learn to work the television remote. 

Over the course of the year, Bridget loses a total of 72 pounds but gains a total of 74. 

She remains, however, optimistic. Through it all, Bridget will have you helpless with 

laughter, and—like millions of readers the world round—you’ll find yourself shouting, 

“Bridget Jones is me!” 

Becoming Duchess Goldblatt- by Goldblatt, Duchess      B GOLDBLATT 

Part memoir and part joyful romp through the fields of imagination, the story behind a 

beloved pseudonymous Twitter account reveals how a writer deep in grief rebuilt a life 

worth living. Becoming Duchess Goldblatt is two stories: that of the reclusive real-life 

writer who created a fictional character out of loneliness and thin air, and that of the 

magical Duchess Goldblatt herself, a bright light in the darkness of social media. Fans 

around the world are drawn to Her Grace’s voice, her wit, her life-affirming love for all 

humanity, and the fun and friendship of the community that’s sprung up around her.  

Erotic Stories for Punjabi Widows- by Jaswal, Balli Kaur    FIC JASWAL 

Nikki lives in cosmopolitan West London, where she tends bar at the local pub. The 

daughter of Indian immigrants, she’s spent most of her twenty-odd years distancing 

herself from the traditional Sikh community of her childhood, preferring a more 

independent (that is, Western) life. When her father’s death leaves the family financially 

strapped, Nikki, a law school dropout, impulsively takes a job teaching a "creative 

writing" course at the community center in the beating heart of London’s close-knit 

Punjabi community.  
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Because of a miscommunication, the proper Sikh widows who show up are expecting to 

learn basic English literacy, not the art of short-story writing. When one of the widows 

finds a book of sexy stories in English and shares it with the class, Nikki realizes that 

beneath their white dupattas, her students have a wealth of fantasies and memories. 

Eager to liberate these modest women, she teaches them how to express their untold 

stories, unleashing creativity of the most unexpected—and exciting—kind.  

As more women are drawn to the class, Nikki warns her students to keep their work 

secret from the Brotherhood, a group of highly conservative young men who have 

appointed themselves the community’s "moral police." But when the widows’ gossip 

offers shocking insights into the death of a young wife—a modern woman like Nikki—

and some of the class erotica is shared among friends, it sparks a scandal that 

threatens them all. 

The Unlikely Adventures of the Shergill Sisters- by Jaswal, Balli Kaur 

FIC JASWAL 

On her deathbed, their mother voices one last wish: that her daughters will make a 

pilgrimage together to the Golden Temple in Amritsar to carry out her final rites. After a 

trip to India with her mother long ago, Rajni vowed never to return. But she’s always 

been a dutiful daughter, and cannot, even now, refuse her mother’s request. Jezmeen 

has just been publicly fired from her television job, so the trip to India is a welcome 

break to help her pick up the pieces of her broken career. Shirina’s in-laws are pushing 

her to make a pivotal decision about her married life; time away will help her decide 

whether to meekly obey, or to bravely stand up for herself for the first time.  

Arriving in India, these sisters will make unexpected discoveries about themselves, their 

mother, and their lives—and learn the real story behind the trip Rajni took with their 

Mother long ago—a momentous journey that resulted in Mum never being able to return 

to India again.  

A Very Punchable Face- by Jost, Colin                              B JOST 

If there’s one trait that makes someone well suited to comedy, it’s being able to take a 

punch—metaphorically and occasionally, physically.   

 You’ll also discover things about Jost that will surprise and confuse you, like how Jimmy 

Buffett saved his life, how Czech teenagers attacked him with potato salad, how an 

insect laid eggs inside his legs, and how he competed in a twenty-five-man match at 

WrestleMania (and almost won). You’ll go behind the scenes at SNL and Weekend 

Update (where he’s written some of the most memorable sketches and jokes of the past 

fifteen years). And you’ll experience the life of a touring stand-up comedian—from 

performing in rural college cafeterias at noon to opening for Dave Chappelle at Radio 

City Music Hall.  
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Crazy Rich Asians- by Kwan, Kevin                                FIC KWAN 

When New Yorker Rachel Chu agrees to spend the summer in Singapore with her 

boyfriend, Nicholas Young, she envisions a humble family home and quality time with 

the man she hopes to marry. But Nick has failed to give his girlfriend a few key details. 

One, that his childhood home looks like a palace; two, that he grew up riding in more 

private planes than cars; and three, that he just happens to be the country’s most 

eligible bachelor.  

On Nick’s arm, Rachel may as well have a target on her back the second she steps off 

the plane, and soon, her relaxed vacation turns into an obstacle course of old money, 

new money, nosy relatives, and scheming social climbers.  

Fuzz: When Nature Breaks the Law- by Roach, Mary    591.5 ROA 

What’s to be done about a jaywalking moose? A bear caught breaking and entering? A 

murderous tree? Three hundred years ago, animals that broke the law would be 

assigned legal representation and put on trial. These days, as New York Times best-

selling author Mary Roach discovers, the answers are best found not in jurisprudence 

but in science: the curious science of human-wildlife conflict, a discipline at the 

crossroads of human behavior and wildlife biology.  

Roach tags along with animal-attack forensics investigators, human-elephant conflict 

specialists, bear managers, and "danger tree" faller blasters. Intrepid as ever, she 

travels from leopard-terrorized hamlets in the Indian Himalaya to St. Peter’s Square in 

the early hours before the pope arrives for Easter Mass, when vandal gulls swoop in to 

destroy the elaborate floral display. She taste-tests rat bait, learns how to install a 

vulture effigy, and gets mugged by a macaque.  

Combining little-known forensic science and conservation genetics with a motley cast of 

laser scarecrows, langur impersonators, and trespassing squirrels, Roach reveals as 

much about humanity as about nature’s lawbreakers. When it comes to "problem" 

wildlife, she finds, humans are more often the problem - and the solution. Fascinating, 

witty, and humane, Fuzz offers hope for compassionate coexistence in our ever-

expanding human habitat.  

The Guncle- by Rowley, Steven                                   FIC ROWLEY 

A warm and deeply funny novel about a once-famous gay sitcom star whose 

unexpected family tragedy leaves him with his niece and nephew for the summer".  
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This is Where I Leave You- by Tropper, Jonathan       FIC TROPPER 

Judd Foxman is thrown together with his dysfunctional family when his father dies, while 

at the same time coping with his wife's infidelity and the end of his marriage. 

Zero Stars, Do Not Recommend- by Wassmer, MJ        FIC WASSMER 
Professional underachiever Dan Foster is finally taking a vacation. Sure, his life has 

been average at best and, yeah, he has never quite lived up to his potential. But after a 

few Miller Lites in paradise with his girlfriend Mara, things are starting tolook up. Then 

the sun explodes. With the island suddenly plunged in darkness (and Mara pestering 

him for not springing for the up-charged travel insurance), Dan's holiday takes a 

surprising turn when the elite guests install themselves as the new rulingclass. As 

temperatures drop and tensions rise, revolution begins to brew on the island, and Dan 

accidentally becomes a beacon of hope for the surviving vacationers. But when one six-

person plane is discovered that could send them back to the mainland, Danrealizes he 

has a choice to make. Does he find a way to escape the island with Mara? Or does he 

stay and fight to become the most unlikely hero of the end of the world? 
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