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Things My Son Needs to Know about the World — Backman, Fredrik
B BACKMAN

The #1 New York Times bestselling author of A Man Called Ove shares an irresistible
and moving collection of heartfelt, humorous essays about fatherhood, providing his
newborn son with the perspective and tools he'll need to make his way in the world.
Things My Son Needs to Know About the World collects the personal dispatches from
the front lines of one of the most daunting experiences any man can experience:
fatherhood. As he conveys his profound awe at experiencing all the "firsts" that fill him
with wonder and catch him completely unprepared, Fredrik Backman doesn't shy away
from revealing his own false steps and fatherly flaws, tackling issues both great and
small, from masculinity and mid-life crises to practical jokes and poop. In between the
sleep-deprived lows and wonderful highs, Backman takes a step back to share the true
story of falling in love with a woman who is his complete opposite, and learning to live a
life that revolves around the people you care about unconditionally. Alternating between
humorous side notes and longer essays offering his son advice as he grows up and
ventures out into the world, Backman relays the big and small lessons in life, including: -
How to find the team you belong to -Why airports explain everything about religion and
war -The reason starting a band is crucial to cultivating and keeping friendships -How to
beat Monkey Island 3 -Why, sometimes, a dad might hold onto his son's hand just a
little too tight This is an irresistible and insightful collection, perfect for new parents and
fans of Backman's "unparalleled understanding of human nature” (Shelf Awareness). As
he eloguently reminds us, "You can be whatever you want to be, but that's nowhere
near as important as knowing that you can be exactly who you are.



Little Monsters — by Brodeur, Adrienne FIC BRODEUR

Ken and Abby Gardner lost their mother when they were small, and they have been
haunted by her absence ever since. Their father, Adam, a brilliant oceanographer,
raised them mostly on his own in his remote home on Cape Cod, where the attachment
between Ken and Abby deepened into something complicated—and as adults their
relationship is strained. Now, years later, the siblings’ lives are still deeply entwined.
Ken is a successful businessman with political ambitions and a picture-perfect family
and Abby is a talented visual artist who depends on her brother’s goodwill, in part
because he owns the studio where she lives and works.

As the novel opens, Adam is approaching his seventieth birthday, staring down his
mortality and fading relevance. He has always managed his bipolar disorder with
medication, but he’s determined to make one last scientific breakthrough and so he has
secretly stopped taking his pills, which he knows will infuriate his children. Meanwhile,
Abby and Ken are both harboring secrets of their own, and there is a new person on the
periphery of the family—Steph, who doesn’t make her connection known. As Adam
grows more attuned to the frequencies of the deep sea and less so to the people
around him, Ken and Abby each plan the elaborate gifts they will present to their father
on his birthday, jostling for primacy in this small family unit.

I Will Find You — by Coben, Harlan FIC COBEN

David Burroughs was once a devoted father to his three-year-old son Matthew, living a
dream life just a short drive away from the working-class suburb where he and his wife,
Cheryl, first fell in love—until one fateful night when David woke suddenly to discover
Matthew had been murdered while David was asleep just down the hall.

Half a decade later, David’s been wrongly accused and convicted of the murder, left to
serve out his time in a maximum-security prison—a fate which, grieving and wracked
with guilt, David didn’t have the will to fight. The world has moved on without him. Then
Cheryl's younger sister, Rachel, makes a surprise appearance during visiting hours
bearing a strange photograph. It's a vacation shot of a bustling amusement park a friend
shared with her, and in the background, just barely in frame, is a boy bearing an eerie
resemblance to David’s son. Even though it can’t be, David just knows: Matthew is still
alive.

David plans a harrowing escape, determined to achieve the impossible—save his son,
clear his own name, and discover the real story of what happened. But with his life on
the line and the FBI following his every move, can David evade capture long enough to
reveal the shocking truth?

Not My Father’s Son — by Cumming, Alan B Cumming

In his unigue and engaging voice, the acclaimed actor of stage and screen shares the
emotional story of his complicated relationship with his father and the deeply buried
family secrets that shaped his life and career.

With ribald humor, wit, and incredible insight, Alan seamlessly moves back and forth in

2



time, integrating stories from his childhood in Scotland and his experiences today as a
film, television, and theater star. At times suspenseful, deeply moving, and wickedly
funny, Not My Father’s Son will make readers laugh even as it breaks their hearts.

The Last Thing He Told Me — by Dave, Laura FIC DAVE

A gripping mystery about a woman who thinks she's found the love of her life until he
disappears. Before Owen Michaels disappears, he smuggles a note to his beloved wife
of one year: Protect her. Despite her confusion and fear, Hannah Hall knows exactly to
whom the note refers--Owen's sixteen-year-old daughter, Bailey. Bailey, who lost her
mother tragically as a child. Bailey, who wants absolutely nothing to do with her new
stepmother. As Hannah's increasingly desperate calls to Owen go unanswered, as the
FBI arrests Owen's boss, as a US marshal and federal agents arrive at her Sausalito
home unannounced, Hannah quickly realizes her husband isn't who he said he was.
And that Bailey just may hold the key to figuring out Owen's true identity--and why he
really disappeared. Hannah and Bailey set out to discover the truth. But as they start
putting together the pieces of Owen's past, they soon realize they're also building a new
future--one neither of them could have anticipated. With its breakneck pacing, dizzying
plot twists, and evocative family drama, The Last Thing He Told Me is a riveting
mystery, certain to shock you with its final, heartbreaking turn.

The Great Alone — by Hannah, Kristin FIC HANNAH

Alaska, 1974. Unpredictable. Unforgiving. Untamed. For a family in crisis, the ultimate
test of survival. Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes home from the Vietham war a
changed and volatile man. When he loses yet another job, he makes an impulsive
decision: he will move his family north, to Alaska, where they will live off the grid in
America's last true frontier. Thirteen-year-old Leni, a girl coming of age in a tumultuous
time, caught in the riptide of her parents' passionate, stormy relationship, dares to hope
that a new land will lead to a better future for her family. She is desperate for a place to
belong. Her mother, Cora, will do anything and go anywhere for the man she loves,
even if means following him into the unknown. At first, Alaska seems to be the answer
to their prayers. In a wild, remote corner of the state, they find a fiercely independent
community of strong men and even stronger women. The long, sunlit days and the
generosity of the locals make up for the Allbrights' lack of preparation and dwindling
resources. But as winter approaches and darkness descends on Alaska, Ernt's fragile
mental state deteriorates and the family begins to fracture. Soon the perils outside pale
in comparison to threats from within. In their small cabin, covered in snow, blanketed in
eighteen hours of night, Leni and her mother learn the terrible truth: they are on their
own. In the wild, there is no one to save them but themselves. In this unforgettable
portrait of human frailty and resilience, Kristin Hannah reveals the indomitable character
of the modern American pioneer and the spirit of a vanishing Alaska-a place of
incomparable beauty and danger. The Great Alone is a daring, beautiful, stay-up-all-
night audiobook about love and loss, the fight for survival, and the wildness that lives in
both man and nature. Praise for The Great Alone: "Listeners, beware: You won't want to
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stop listening to narrator Julia Whelan's performance of this complex story of survival
and family...With pitch-perfect timing and a touch of drama, Whelan exquisitely builds
the tension, creating an enveloping atmosphere of foreboding that's difficult to turn away
from...a don't miss audiobook experience.

Ask Again, Yes — by Keene, Mary Beth FIC KEANE

Francis Gleeson and Brian Stanhope, rookie NYPD cops, are neighbors in the suburbs.
What happens behind closed doors in both houses—the loneliness of Francis's wife,
Lena, and the instability of Brian's wife, Anne, sets the stage for the explosive events to
come.

In Mary Beth Keane's extraordinary novel, a lifelong friendship and love blossoms
between Kate Gleeson and Peter Stanhope, born six months apart. One shocking night
their loyalties are divided, and their bond will be tested again and again over the next
thirty years. Heartbreaking and redemptive, Ask Again, Yes is a gorgeous and generous
portrait of the daily intimacies of marriage and the power of forgiveness.

Defending Jacob — by Landay, William FIC LANDAY

Andy Barber has been an assistant district attorney for two decades. He is respected.
Admired in the courtroom. Happy at home with the loves of his life: his wife, Laurie, and
their teenage son, Jacob. Then Andy’s quiet suburb is stunned by a shocking crime: a
young boy stabbed to death in a leafy park. And an even greater shock: The accused is
Andy’s own son—shy, awkward, mysterious Jacob.

Andy believes in Jacob’s innocence. Any parent would. But the pressure mounts.
Damning evidence. Doubt. A faltering marriage. The neighbors’ contempt. A murder trial
that threatens to obliterate Andy’s family. It is the ultimate test for any parent: How far
would you go to protect your child? It is a test of devotion. A test of how well a parent
can know a child. For Andy Barber, a man with an iron will and a dark secret, it is a test
of guilt and innocence in the deepest sense.

How far would you go?

To Kill a Mockingbird — by Lee, Harper FIC LEE

One of the most cherished stories of all time, To Kill a Mockingbird has been translated
into more than forty languages, sold more than forty million copies worldwide, served as
the basis for an enormously popular motion picture, and was voted one of the best
novels of the twentieth century by librarians across the country. A gripping, heart-
wrenching, and wholly remarkable tale of coming-of-age in a South poisoned by virulent
prejudice, it views a world of great beauty and savage inequities through the eyes of a
young girl, as her father—a crusading local lawyer—risks everything to defend a black
man unjustly accused of a terrible crime.



Walking With Sam: A Father, A Son and 500 Miles Across Spain — by
McCarthy, Andrew 791.4302MCC

When Andrew McCarthy's eldest son began to take his first steps into adulthood,
McCarthy found himself wishing time would slow down. Looking to create a more
meaningful connection with Sam before he fled the nest, as well as recreate his own
life-altering journey decades before, McCarthy decided the two of them should set out
on a trek like few others: 500 miles across Spain's Camino de Santiago. Over the
course of the journey, the pair traversed an unforgiving landscape, having more honest
conversations in five weeks than they'd had in the preceding two decades. Discussions
of divorce, the trauma of school, McCarthy's difficult relationship with his own father,
fame, and Flaming Hot Cheetos threatened to either derail their relationship or cement
it. WALKING WITH SAM captures this intimate, candid and hopeful expedition as the
father son duo travel across the country and towards one another.

The Tender Bar: A Memoir — by Moehringer, J. R B MOEHRINGER

J.R. Moehringer grew up listening for a voice: the sound of his missing father, a disc
jockey who disappeared before J.R. spoke his first words. As a boy, he would press his
ear to a radio, straining to hear the keys to his own identity. His mother was his world,
his anchor, but he needed something else, something he couldn't name. So, he turned
to the bar on the corner, a grand old New York saloon that was a sanctuary for all types
of men--cops and poets, actors and lawyers, gamblers and stumblebums. The
flamboyant characters taught J.R., tended him, and provided a kind of fatherhood by
committee. When the time came for him to leave home, the bar became a way station,
offering shelter from failure, from rejection, and eventually from reality--until at last the
bar turned J.R. away. A portrait of one boy's struggle to become a man, and a touching
depiction of how some men remain lost boys.

A Very Inconvenient Scandal — by Mitchard, Jacquelyn ~ FIC MITCHARD

Frankie Attleboro returns home to Cape Cod with thrilling news. She's met the love of
her life, they're getting married and have a baby on the way. Her talented, charismatic
father overshadows her with his own announcement: he's also getting married. To
Frankie's best friend, Ariel, who is also pregnant, and due soon. In an instant, he
upends Frankie's life. Her father's choices will have profound implications for her, for her
family and for her unborn child. Before Frankie and Ariel can adjust to this new reality,
Ariel's estranged mother, Carlotta, returns after a decade-long absence. Carlotta's
presence is unsettling, where has she been all these years? Why did she come back
now? Frankie is suspicious. She digs into Carlotta's past, where she finds multiple
identities, unexplained illnesses and a mysterious house fire that was never solved. As
her mother's dangerous behavior intensifies, Frankie must untangle the threads of
Carlotta's past to protect Ariel's future, and her own.



Vacationland — by Moore, Meg Mitchell FIC MOORE

Louisa has come to her parents' house in Maine this summer with all three of her kids, a
barely written book, and a trunkful of resentment. Left behind in Brooklyn is her
husband, who has promised that after this final round of fundraising at his startup he will
once again pick up his share of the household responsibilities. Louisa is hoping that the
crisp breeze off Penobscot Bay will blow away the irritation she is feeling with her life
choices and replace it with enthusiasm for both her family and her work.

Dreams From My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance — by Obama,
Barack B OBAMA

In this lyrical, unsentimental, and compelling memaoir, the son of a black African father
and a white American mother searches for a workable meaning to his life as a black
American. It begins in New York, where Barack Obama learns that his father—a figure
he knows more as a myth than as a man—has been killed in a car accident. This
sudden death inspires an emotional odyssey—first to a small town in Kansas, from
which he retraces the migration of his mother’s family to Hawaii, and then to Kenya,
where he meets the African side of his family, confronts the bitter truth of his father’s
life, and at last reconciles his divided inheritance.

Inheritance: a memoir of genealogy, paternity, and love — by Shapiro, Dani

B SHAPIRO
From the acclaimed, best-selling memoirist, novelist - "a writer of rare talent" (Cheryl
Strayed) - and host of the hit podcast Family Secrets, comes a memoir about the
staggering family secret uncovered by a genealogy test: an exploration of the urgent
ethical questions surrounding fertility treatments and DNA testing, and a profound
inquiry of paternity, identity, and love.
What makes us who we are? What combination of memory, history, biology,
experience, and that ineffable thing called the soul defines us?
In the spring of 2016, through a genealogy website to which she had whimsically
submitted her DNA for analysis, Dani Shapiro received the stunning news that her
father was not her biological father. She woke up one morning and her entire history -
the life she had lived - crumbled beneath her.
Inheritance is an audiobook about secrets - secrets within families, kept out of shame or
self-protectiveness; secrets we keep from one another in the name of love. It is the story
of a woman's urgent quest to unlock the story of her own identity, a story that has been
scrupulously hidden from her for more than 50 years, years she had spent writing
brilliantly, and compulsively, on themes of identity and family history. It is an audiobook
about the extraordinary moment we live in - a moment in which science and technology
have outpaced not only medical ethics, but also the capacities of the human heart to
contend with the consequences of what we discover.



This Time Tomorrow — by Straub, Emma FIC STRAUB

On the eve of her fortieth birthday, Alice’s life isn't terrible. She likes her job, even if it
isn't exactly the one, she expected. She’s happy with her apartment, her romantic status,
and her independence, and she adores her lifelong best friend. But her father is ailing,
and it feels to her as if something is missing. When she wakes up the next morning, she
finds herself back in 1996, reliving her sixteenth birthday. But it isn’t just her adolescent
body that shocks her, or seeing her high school crush—it's her dad, the vital, charming,
forty-something version of her father with whom she is reunited. Now armed with a new
perspective on her own life and his, some past events take on new meaning. Is there
anything that she would change if she could?



