Page Turners

@

Monroe Township Library
Most Anticipated Books (April 2024)

Pearly Everlasting — by Armstrong, Tammy (Jun 25, 2024) FIC ARMSTRONG

New Brunswick, 1934. When a cook in a logging camp finds an orphaned baby bear, he brings it
home to his wife, who names the cub Bruno and raises him alongside her newborn daughter, Pearly
Everlasting.

During the Great Depression, amidst severe poverty and dangerous work conditions, Pearly’s family
and the woodsmen form a close-knit community that embraces the tame, young bear in their camp.
But when a new camp supervisor—who increasingly endangers the lives of the loggers for profit—
arrives, he is less accepting of Bruno. When the supervisor is found dead, Bruno is blamed, and
soon after is kidnapped and sold to an animal trader. Pearly, now a teenager, has no choice but to
find Bruno and sets off on a hazardous solo journey through the forest—her first trip to “the
Outside”™—to rescue him.

To make her way home again, Pearly will have to tramp more than fifty miles through ice and snow,
elude the malevolent spirit of Jack in the Dark and confront the modern-day cruelty of villagers fearful
of her family’s way of life. Over those harrowing miles, Pearly will discover what it really means to be
family to a bear.

Glass Houses — by Ashby, Madeline (Aug 13, 2024) SF ASHBY

A group of employees and their CEO, celebrating the sale of their remarkable emotion-
mappingAlalgorithm, crash onto a not-quite-deserted tropical island.



Luckily, those who survived have found a beautiful, fully stocked private palace, with all the latest
technological updates (though one without connection to the outside world). The house, however,
has more secrets than anyone might have guessed, and a much darker reason for having been built
and left behind.

Kristen, the hyper-competent "chief emotional manager” (i.e., the eccentric boyish billionaire-CEO
Sumter's idea of an HR department) is trying to keep her colleagues stable throughout this new
challenge, but staying sane seems to be as much of a challenge as staying alive. Being a woman in
technology has always meant having to be smarter than anyone expects....and Kristen's survival
skills are more impressive than anyone knows.

What Time the Sexton’s Spade Doth Rust — by Bradley, Alan (Sep 3, 2024)

FIC BRADLEY
Flavia de Luce has taken on the mentorship of her odious, moon-faced cousin Undine, who has
come to live at Buckshaw following the death of her mother. Undine's main talent, aside from
cultivating disgusting habits, seems to be raising Flavia's hackles, although in her best moments, she
shows potential for trespassing, trickery, and other assorted mayhem.
When Major Greyleigh, a local recluse and former hangman, is found dead from a breakfast of
poisonous mushrooms, suspicion falls on the de Luce family's longtime cook, Mrs. Mullet. After all,
wasn't it she who picked the mushrooms, cooked the omelet, and served it to Greyleigh in the
moments before his death? “| have to admit,” says Flavia, an expert in the chemical nature of
poisons, “that I'd been praying to God for a jolly good, old-fashioned mushroom poisoning. Not that |
wanted anyone to die, but why give a girl a gift such as mine without giving her the opportunity to use
it?”
But Flavia knows the beloved Mrs. Mullet is innocent. Together with Dogger, estate gardener and
partner-in-crime, and the obnoxious Undine, she sets out to find the real killer and clear Mrs. Mullet's
good name. Little does she know that following the case's twists and turns will lead her to a most
surprising discovery—one with the power to upend her entire life.

It Had To Be You - by Brazier, Eliza Jane (July 16, 2024) FIC BRAZIER

Two contract killers, each with a hit out on the other, must fight their growing attraction as they face
off in an epic game of love and murder across Western Europe. When Eva and Jonathan hook up on
the sleeper train from Florence to Paris, they think they'll never see each other again. Which is too
bad, because neither has ever felt a spark like this for another person. But love isn't on the agenda in
their line of work. Six months later, they run into each other in the Hall of Mirrors in Versailles. This
meeting is not by chance, because Eva has been hired to kill Jonathan. She's a contract killer, but
what she doesn't know is that he is too. Their meeting kicks off a high-stakes cross-continent
adventure across Western Europe. There will be tourism. People will die. Eva and Jonathan might
even fall in love. As the two get closer to completing their assignments, it becomes clear that they
are also being hunted--by something even more dangerous than their feelings for each other...

The Burning — by Castillo, Linda (Kate Burkholder Book 16)( July 9,2024) MYS CASTILLO

Newlywed Chief of Police Kate Burkholder is awakened by an urgent midnight call summoning her to
a suspicious fire in the woods. When she arrives at the scene, she discovers a charred body.
According to the coroner, the deceased, an Amish man named Milan Swanz, was chained to a stake



and burned alive. It is an appalling and eerily symbolic crime against an upstanding husband and
father.

Kate knows all too well that the Amish prefer to handle their problems without interference from the
outside world, and no one will speak about the murdered man. From what she's able to piece
together, Swanz led a deeply troubled life and had recently been excommunicated. But if that's the
case, why are the Amish so reluctant to talk about him? Are they protecting the memory of one of
their own? Or are they afraid of something they dare not share?

When her own brother is implicated in the case, Kate finds herself not only at odds with the Amish,
the world of which she was once a part, but also the English community and her counterparts in law
enforcement. The investigation takes a violent turn when Kate's life is threatened by a mysterious
stranger.

To uncover the truth about the death of Milan Swanz, Kate must dive deep into the Anabaptist
culture, peering into all the dark corners of its history, only to uncover a secret legacy that shatters
everything she thought she knew about the Amish themselves--and her own roots.

The Unwedding — by Condie, Ally (June 4, 2024) FIC CONDIE

Ellery Wainwright is alone at the edge of the world.

She and her husband, Luke, were supposed to spend their twentieth wedding anniversary together
at the luxurious Resort at Broken Point in Big Sur, California. Where better to celebrate a marriage, a
family, and a life together than at one of the most stunning places on earth?

But now she's traveling solo.

To add insult to injury, there's a wedding at Broken Point scheduled during her stay. Ellery
remembers how it felt to be on the cusp of everything new and wonderful, with a loved and certain
future glimmering just ahead. Now, she isn't certain of anything except for her love for her kids and
her growing realization that this place, though beautiful, is unsettling.

When Ellery discovers the body of the groom floating in the pool in the rain, she realizes that she is
not the only one whose future is no longer guaranteed. Before the police can reach Broken Point, a
mudslide takes out the road to the resort, leaving the guests trapped. When another guest dies, it's
clear something horrible is brewing.

Everyone at Broken Point has a secret. And everyone has a shadow. Including Ellery.

Eddie Winston Looking for Love — by Cronin, Marianne (Sep 10, 2024) FIC CRONINE

Eddie Winston is 90 years old. He has lived and he has loved, but he has never been kissed. A true
gentleman and incurable romantic, Eddie spends his days volunteering at a charity shop, where he
sorts through the donations of the living and the dead, preserving letters and tokens of love along the
way. And it is here that he meets Bella, a troubled young woman who, at 24 years old, has just lost
the love of her life.

When Bella learns that Eddie is yet to have his first kiss, she resolves to help Eddie Winston finally
find love, sparking an adventure that will take them to unexpected places and, they hope, bring
Eddie Winston to the moment he has waited for all his life.

A tale of friendship and kindness that reminds us that those we love are never forgotten and it is
never too late to try again.


https://lmac.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/monroe/search/results?qu=The+Burning&te=&rt=false%7C%7C%7CTITLE_TEST%7C%7C%7CTitle#less

Burn — by Heller, Peter (Aug 13, 2024) FIC HELLER

Every year Jess and Storey have made an annual pilgrimage to northern Maine, where they camp,
hunt, and hike, leaving much from their long friendship unspoken. Although the state has convulsed
all summer with secession mania that had simultaneously spread across other states-Jess and
Storey figure it's a fight reserved for legislators or, worse-case scenario, folks in the capitol. But after
two weeks hunting moose off the grid, the men reach a small town and are shocked to find a bridge
blown apart, buildings burned to the ground, and bombed-out cars abandoned on the road. Trying to
make sense of the sudden destruction all around them, the men set their sights on finding their way
home, dragging a wagon across bumpy dirt roads, ransacking boats left in the lakes, and dodging
men who are armed secessionists or military, they cannot tell-as they seek a path to safety. And
then, a startling discovery, a child in the cabin of a boat, drastically alters their path and the stakes of
their escape. Drenched with the beauty of the natural world, and attuned to the specific cadences of
male friendship, even here at the edge of doom, Heller's magisterial new novel is both a blistering
warning of a divided country's political strife and an ode to the salvation of our chosen families.

Astrology House — Jade, Carinn (July 16, 2024) FIC JADE

Margot needs a minute. She’s been working eighty-hour weeks as a newly minted partner at her law
firm. She’s disconnected from her brother, the only family she has left. And she’s still not pregnant
after years of trying.

Stars Harbor Astrological Retreat promises rest, relaxation, and wisdom for Margot and her friends.
With Instagram-worthy views and nightly astrology readings in an impeccably restored waterfront
Victorian house, this getaway should be nothing but idyllic fun.

For Margot’s brother, Adam, it's the perfect opportunity to rekindle the romance that fuels his writing.
But his wife, Aimee, hides the darkness of her past with a beautiful social media feed. Their friend,
Farah, is a successful doctor who cannot admit that she’s losing control.

Yet no one holds a greater secret than their astrologer host, Rini. She has a plan for all of her guests,
and one of them won’t be leaving Stars Harbor alive.

The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife — by Johnston, Anna (Sep 10, 2024) FIC JOHNSTON

Frederick Fife was born with an extra helping of kindness in his heart. If he borrowed your car, he’d
return it washed with a full tank of gas. The problem is there’s nobody left in Fred’s life to borrow
from. At eighty-two, he’s desperately lonely, broke, and on the brink of homelessness. Fred’s luck
changes when, in a bizarre case of mistaken identity, he takes the place of Bernard Greer at the
local nursing home. Now he has a roof over his head, three meals a day, and, most importantly, the
chance to be part of a family again. All he has to do is hope that his poker face is in better shape
than his prostate and that his look-alike never turns up.

As Fred navigates life in Bernard’s shoes, he learns about the man’s past and what it might take to
return a life in better condition than he found it.

Bittersweet and remarkably perceptive, The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife is a feel-good, clever
novel about grief, forgiveness, redemption, and finding family, from an exciting new voice in fiction.

Inside the Mirror — Kapur, Parul (March 1, 2024) FIC KAPUR

In 1950s Bombay, Jaya Malhotra studies medicine at the direction of her father, a champion of
women's education who assumes the right to choose his daughters' vocations. A talented painter
drawn to the city's dynamic new modern art movement, Jaya is driven by her desire to express both



the pain and extraordinary force of life of a nation rising from the devastation of British rule. Her twin
sister, Kamlesh, a passionate student of Bharata Natyam dance, complies with her father's decision
that she become a schoolteacher while secretly pursuing forbidden dreams of dancing onstage and
in the movies.

When Jaya moves out of her family home to live with a woman mentor, she suffers grievous
consequences as a rare woman in the men's domain of art. Not only does her departure from home
threaten her family's standing and crush her reputation; Jaya loses a vital connection to Kamlesh.

Spirit Crossing — by Kruger, William Kent (Aug 20, 2024) FIC KRUGER

The disappearance of a local politician's teenage daughter is major news in Minnesota. As a huge
manhunt is launched to find her, Cork O'Connor's grandson stumbles across the shallow grave of a
young Ojibwe woman--but nobody seems that interested. Nobody, that is, except Cork and the newly
formed Iron Lake Ojibwe Tribal Police. As Cork and the tribal officers dig into the circumstances of
this mysterious and grim discovery, they uncover a connection to the missing teenager. And soon, it's
clear that Cork's grandson is in danger of being the killer's next victim.

God of the Woods — by Moore, Liz (July 2, 2024) FIC MOORE

Early morning, August 1975: a camp counselor discovers an empty bunk. Its occupant, Barbara Van
Laar, has gone missing. Barbara isn't just any thirteen-year-old: she's the daughter of the family that
owns the summer camp and employs most of the region's residents. And this isn't the first time a Van
Laar child has disappeared. Barbara's older brother similarly vanished fourteen years ago, never to
be found.

As a panicked search begins, a thrilling drama unfolds. Chasing down the layered secrets of the Van
Laar family and the blue-collar community working in its shadow, Moore's multi-threaded story invites
readers into a rich and gripping dynasty of secrets and second chances. It is Liz Moore's most
ambitious and wide-reaching novel yet.

Slow Dance - by Rowell, Rainbow (July 23, 2024) FIC ROWELL

Back in high school, everybody thought Shiloh and Cary would end up together . . . everybody but
Shiloh and Cary.

They were just friends. Best friends. Allies. They spent entire summers sitting on Shiloh's porch
steps, dreaming about the future. They were both going to get out of north Omaha--Shiloh would go
to go to college and become an actress, and Cary would join the Navy. They promised each other
that their friendship would never change.

Well, Shiloh did go to college, and Cary did join the Navy. And yet, somehow, everything changed.
Now Shiloh's thirty-three, and it's been fourteen years since she talked to Cary. She's been married
and divorced. She has two kids. And she's back living in the same house she grew up in. Her life is
nothing like she planned.

When she's invited to an old friend's wedding, all Shiloh can think about is whether Cary will be
there--and whether she hopes he will be. Would Cary even want to talk to her? After everything?
The answer is yes. And yes. And yes.

Slow Dance is the story of two kids who fell in love before they knew enough about love to recognize
it. Two friends who lost everything. Two adults who just feel lost.

It's the story of Shiloh and Cary, who everyone thought would end up together, trying to find their way
back to the start.



The Guncle Abroad - by Rowley, Steven (May 21, 2024) FIC STEVEN

Patrick O'Hara is back. It's been five years since his summer as his niece Maisie and nephew
Grant's caretaker after their mother's passing. The kids are back in Connecticut with their dad, and
Patrick has relocated to New York to remain close by and relaunch his dormant acting career. After
the run of his second successful sit-com comes to a close, Patrick feels on top of the world . . .
professionally. But some things have had to take a back seat. Looking down both barrels at fifty,
Patrick is single again after breaking things off with Emory. But at least he has a family to lean on.
Until that family needs to again lean on him.

When Patrick's brother, Greg, announces he's getting remarried in Italy, Maisie and Grant are not
thrilled. Patrick feels drawn to take the two back under his wing. As they travel through Europe on
their way to the wedding, Patrick tries his best to help them understand love, much as he once
helped them comprehend grief. But when they arrive in ltaly, Patrick is overextended managing a
groom with cold feet; his sister, Clara, flirting with guests left and right; a growing rivalry with the kids'
charming soon-to-be-launt (lesbian aunt), and two moody young teens trying to adjust to a new
normal, all culminating in a disastrous rehearsal dinner.

Can Patrick save the day? Will teaching the kids about love help him repair his own love life? Can
the change of scenery help Patrick come to terms with finally growing up? Gracing the page with his
signature blend of humor and heart, Steven Rowley charms with a beloved story about the
complicated bonds of family, love, and what it takes to rediscover yourself, even at the ripe age of
fifty.

All This and More — by Shepherd, Peng (July 9, 2024) FIC SHEPHERD

From the critically acclaimed, bestselling author of The Cartographers and The Book of M comes an
inventive new novel about a woman who wins the chance to rewrite every mistake she's ever
made... and how far she'll go to find her elusive "happily ever after." But there's a twist: the reader
gets to decide what she does next to change her fate. One woman. Endless options. Every choice
has consequences.

Meek, play-it-safe Marsh has just turned forty-five, and her life is in shambles. Her career is stagnant,
her marriage has imploded, and her teenage daughter grows more distant by the day. Marsh is
convinced she's missed her chance at everything--romance, professional fulfilment, and adventure--
and is desperate for a do-over.

She can't believe her luck when she's selected to be the star of the global sensation All This and
More, a show that uses quantum technology to allow contestants the chance to revise their pasts
and change their present lives. It's Marsh's only shot to seize her dreams, and she's determined to
get it right this time.

But even as she rises to become a famous lawyer, gets back together with her high school
sweetheart, and travels the world, she begins to worry that All This and More's promises might be too
good to be true. Because while the technology is amazing, something seems a bit off....

Can Marsh really make her life everything she wants it to be? And is it worth it?

Perfect for fans of Matt Haig's The Midnight Library and Kate Atkinson's Life After Life, bestselling
author Peng Shepherd's All This and More is an utterly original, startlingly poignant novel that puts
the reader in the driver's seat.



A Death in Cornwall - by Silva, Daniel (July 9, 2024) FIC SILVA

A brutal murder, a missing masterpiece, a mystery only Gabriel Allon can solve: Acclaimed #1 New
York Times-bestselling author Daniel Silva returns with the year's most anticipated new thriller,

Miss Morgan’s Book Brigade — by Skeslien Charles, Janet (Apr 30, 2024) FIC SKESLIEN

1918: As the Great War rages, Jessie Carson takes a leave of absence from the New York Public
Library to work for the American Committee for Devastated France. Founded by millionaire Anne
Morgan, this group of international women help rebuild destroyed French communities just miles
from the front. Upon arrival, Jessie strives to establish something that the French have never
seenchildren's libraries. She turns ambulances into bookmobiles and trains the first French female
librarians. Then she disappears.

1987: When NYPL librarian and aspiring writer Wendy Peterson stumbles across a passing
reference to Jessie Carson in the archives, she becomes consumed with learning her fate. In her
obsessive research, she discovers that she and the elusive librarian have more in common than their
work at New York's famed library, but she has no idea their paths will converge in surprising ways
across time.

Based on the extraordinary little-known history of the women who received the Croix de Guerre
medal for courage under fire, Miss Morgan's Book Brigade is a tribute to the resilience of the human
spirit, the power of literature, and ultimately the courage it takes to make a change.

Table for Two — by Towles, Amor (Apr 2, 2024) SS TOWLES

The millions of readers of Amor Towles are in for a treat as he shares some of his shorter fiction: six
stories set in New York City and a novella in Los Angeles. The New York stories, most of which are
set around the turn of the millennium, take up everything from the death-defying acrobatics of the
male ego, to the fateful consequences of brief encounters, and the delicate mechanics of comprise
which operate at the heart of modern marriages. In Towles's novel, Rules of Civility, the indomitable
Evelyn Ross leaves New York City in September 1938, with the intention of returning home to
Indiana. But as her train pulls into Chicago, where her parents are waiting, she instead extends her
ticket to Los Angeles. Told from seven points of view, "Eve in Hollywood" describes how Eve crafts a
new future for herself and others in the midst of Hollywood's golden age. Throughout the stories, two
characters often find themselves sitting across a table for two where the direction of their futures may
hinge upon what they say to each other next. Written with his signature wit, humor, and
sophistication, Table for Two is another glittering addition to Towles's canon of stylish and
transporting historical fiction.

All the Colors of the Dark — by Whitaker, Chris (Jun 25, 2024) FIC WHITAKER

1975 is a time of change in America. The Vietham War is ending. Muhammad Ali is fighting Joe
Frazier. And in the small town of Monta Clare, Missouri, girls are disappearing.

When the daughter of a wealthy family is targeted, the most unlikely hero emerges--Patch, a local
boy, who saves the girl, and, in doing so, leaves heartache in his wake.
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Patch and those who love him soon discover that the line between triumph and tragedy has never
been finer. And that their search for answers will lead them to truths that could mean losing one
another.

A missing person mystery, a serial killer thriller, a love story, a unique twist on each, Chris Whitaker
has written a novel about what lurks in the shadows of obsession, and the blinding light of hope.

The Comfort of Ghosts — by Winspear, Jacqueline (Jun 4, 2024) FIC WINSPEAR

London, 1945: Four adolescent orphans with a dark wartime history are squatting in a vacant
Belgravia mansion - the owners having fled London under heavy Luftwaffe bombing. Soon after a
demobilized British soldier, ill and reeling from his experiences overseas, takes shelter with the
group, Maisie Dobbs visits the mansion on behalf of the owners. Maisie is deeply puzzled by the
children's reticence. Their stories are evasive and, more mysteriously, they appear to possess
selfdefense skills one might expect of trained adults in wartime. Her quest to bring comfort and the
promise of a future to the youngsters and to the ailing soldier brings to light a decades-old mystery
concerning Maisie's first husband, James Compton, who was killed while piloting an experimental
aircraft. As Maisie picks apart the threads of her dead husband's life, she is forced to examine her
own painful past and question beliefs she has always accepted as true. The award-winning Maisie
Dobbs series has garnered hundreds of thousands of followers around the world, readers who are
drawn to a woman who is of her time, yet familiar in ours - and who inspires with her resilience and
capacity for endurance at the worst of times. This final assignment of her own choosing not only
opens anew future for Maisie Dobbs and her family, but serves as a fascinating portrayal of the
challenges facing the people of Britain at the close of the Second World War.

Familiaris — by Wroblewski, David (Jun 4, 2024) FIC WROBLEWSKI

The follow-up to the beloved #1 New York Times bestselling modern classic The Story of Edgar
Sawtelle, Familiaris is the stirring origin story of the Sawtelle family and the remarkable dogs that
carry the Sawtelle name.

Itis spring 1919, and John Sawtelle's imagination has gotten him into trouble ... again. Now John
and his newlywed wife, Mary, along with their two best friends and their three dogs, are setting off for
Wisconsin's northwoods, where they hope to make a fresh start--and, with a little luck, discover what
it takes to live a life of meaning, purpose and adventure. But the place they are headed for is far
stranger and more perilous than they realize, and it will take all their ingenuity, along with a few new
friends--human, animal, and otherworldly--to realize their dreams.

By turns hilarious and heartbreaking, mysterious and enchanting, Familiaris takes readers on an
unforgettable journey from the halls of a small-town automobile factory, through an epic midwestern
firestorm and an ambitious WWII dog-training program, and far back into mankind's ancient past,
examining the dynamics of love and friendship, the vexing nature of families, the universal desire to
create something lasting and beautiful, and of course, the species-long partnership between Homo
sapiens and Canis familiaris.

The Bang- Bang Sisters — by Youers, Rio (Jul 16, 2024) FIC YOUERS

From critically acclaimed author Rio Youers, an action-packed crime novel featuring three kick-ass
heroines--bandmates who moonlight as vigilantes.



Blood. Bullets. Rock and roll.

Meet the Bang-Bang Sisters: Brea, Jessie, and Flo. Together, they're a killer rock band with an
unbreakable bond.

But that's only half the story. Offstage, they're highly skilled vigilantes, traveling the country in their
beaten-up tour van to exact justice on criminals who have slipped through the system. Part rock
stars, part assassins, they're a force to be reckoned with.

Drawn by a tantalizing lead, the sisters head to Reedsville, Alabama--a city crawling with destitution
and corruption--where they close in on a notorious serial killer known as "the wren." But they soon
discover that they have walked straight into a trap set by Chance Kotter, a ruthless mobster with a
personal vendetta.

Bruised and beaten, the sisters find themselves at the mercy of Chance and a sadistic game of
survival that will pit them against each other: Forty-eight hours. One city. Three sisters. Only one of
them can survive.

Full of gripping action and shocking twists that come at a breakneck pace, The Bang-Bang Sisters is
a relentless, edge-of-your-seat thrill ride that will leave you breathless.
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