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Amy Bloom 
. White Houses                                                                            (Fic Bloom) 
After meeting the future first lady while covering Franklin Roosevelt's campaign, Lorena Hickock 

and Eleanor discover a powerful passion between them. 

Jennifer Chiaverini 
. Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker                                                      (Fic Chiaverini) 
Elizabeth Keckley, a former slave.  Presents a fictionalized account of the friendship between 

Mary Todd Lincoln and her dressmaker. 

. Mrs. Lincoln’s Rival                                                                 (Fic Chiaverini) 

Kate Chase Sprague was born in 1840 in Cincinnati, Ohio, the second daughter to the second 

wife of a devout but ambitious lawyer. Her father, Salmon P. Chase, rose to prominence in the 

antebellum years and was appointed secretary of the treasury in Abraham Lincoln's cabinet, 

while aspiring to even greater heights. Beautiful, intelligent, regal, and entrancing, young Kate 

Chase stepped into the role of establishing her thrice-widowed father in Washington society and 

as a future presidential candidate. Her efforts were successful enough that The Washington 

Star declared her "the most brilliant woman of her day. None outshone her." None, that is, but 

Mary Todd Lincoln. Though Mrs. Lincoln and her young rival held much in common-political 

acumen, love of country, and a resolute determination to help the men they loved achieve 

greatness-they could never be friends, for the success of one could come only at the expense of 

the other. When Kate Chase married William Sprague, the wealthy young governor of Rhode 

Island, it was widely regarded as the pinnacle of Washington society weddings. President 

Lincoln was in attendance. 

 

 



.  Mrs. Lincoln’s Sisters                                                            (Fic Chiaverini)      
Devastated by her 1875 suicide attempt, the sisters of widowed former First Lady Mary Todd 

Lincoln navigate the consequences of their husbands' choices while advocating for Mary's 

needs. 

Alexis Coe 
.You Never Forget Your First                                                 (973.4109 COE) 
In a genre overdue for a shakeup, Alexis Coe takes a closer look at our first--and finds he's not 

quite the man we remember Young George Washington was raised by a struggling single 

mother, demanded military promotions, chased rich young women, caused an international 

incident, and never backed down--even when his dysentery got so bad he had to ride with a 

cushion on his saddle. But after he married Martha, everything changed. Washington became 

the kind of man who named his dog Sweetlips and hated to leave home. He took up arms 

against the British only when there was no other way, though he lost more battles than he won. 

Coe focuses on his activities off the battlefield--like espionage and propaganda. After an unlikely 

victory in the Revolutionary War, Washington once again shocked the world by giving up power, 

only to learn his compatriots wouldn't allow it. The founders pressured him into the presidency--

twice. He established enduring norms but left office heartbroken over the partisan nightmare his 

backstabbing cabinet had created. Back on his plantation, the man who fought for liberty finally 

confronted his greatest hypocrisy--what to do with the hundreds of men, women, and children 

he owned--before succumbing to a brutal death. Alexis Coe combines rigorous research and 

unsentimental storytelling, finally separating the man from the legend. 

Erica Armstrong Dunbar 

. Never Caught                                                                       (306.362 DUN) 

When George and Martha Washington moved from their beloved Mount Vernon in Virginia to 

Philadelphia, then the seat of the nation's capital, they took nine enslaved people with them. 

They would serve as cooks and horsemen, as house servants and personal attendants. The 

North was different for the entire household, free and enslaved, white and black. There was a 

new climate to adjust to, and new mores as well. Slavery, in Philadelphia at least, was looked 

down upon. Indeed, there was even a law requiring slaveholders to free their slaves after six 

months. Yet George Washington thought he could outwit and circumvent the law by sending his 

slaves south every six months, thereby resetting the clock. Among the slaves to figure out this 

subterfuge was Ona Judge, Martha Washington's chief attendant. Having interacted with 

Philadelphia's sizable free black community, Ona Judge observed and soon longed for 

liberation. And, risking everything she knew, leaving behind everyone she loved and had known 

her entire life, she fled. Here, then, is the story not only of the powerful lure of freedom but also 

of George Washington's determination to recapture his property by whatever means necessary. 

Never Caught is the only book that examines the life of an eighteenth-century fugitive woman in 

intricate detail, and it provides a new look at George Washington's relationship to slavery. An 

important new work on one of the world's most celebrated families, Never Caught is a must-read 

for anyone interested in American history. 



Stephanie Dray 
. America’s First Daughter                                                      (Fic Dray) 

 In a compelling, richly researched novel that draws from thousands of letters and original 

sources, bestselling authors Stephanie Dray and Laura Kamoie tell the fascinating, untold story 

of Thomas Jefferson’s eldest daughter, Martha Patsy Jefferson Randolph a woman who kept 

the secrets of our most enigmatic founding father and shaped an American legacy. From her 

earliest days, Patsy Jefferson knows that though her father loves his family dearly, his devotion 

to his country runs deeper still. As Thomas Jefferson’s oldest daughter, she becomes his 

helpmate, protector, and constant companion in the wake of her mother s death, traveling with 

him when he becomes American minister to France. It is in Paris, at the glittering court and 

among the first tumultuous days of revolution, that fifteen-year-old Patsy learns about her 

father’s troubling liaison with Sally Hemings, a slave girl her own age. Meanwhile, Patsy has 

fallen in love with her father’s protégé, William Short, a staunch abolitionist and ambitious 

diplomat. Torn between love, principles, and the bonds of family, Patsy questions whether she 

can choose a life as William s wife and still be a devoted daughter. Her choice will follow her in 

the years to come, to Virginia farmland, Monticello, and even the White House. And as scandal, 

tragedy, and poverty threaten her family, Patsy must decide how much she will sacrifice to 

protect her father's reputation, in the process defining not just his political legacy, but that of the 

nation he founded. 

 

Joseph J. Ellis 

. His Excellency: George Washington                                      (B Washington) 

Drawing from the newly catalogued Washington papers at the University of Virginia, the author 

paints a full portrait of Washington's life and career in the context of eighteenth-century 

America, richly detailing his private life and illustrating the ways in which it influenced his public 

persona. 

 

Sally Gunning 

. Monticello: A daughter and Her father                                      (Fic Gunning) 

A tale inspired by the relationship between Thomas Jefferson and his eldest daughter, Martha, 

finds her returning after five years abroad to the family's Virginia plantation, where heartbreak 

and political challenges are complicated by her father's absence. 

 

Nancy Horan 
. House of Lincoln                                                                        (Fic Horan) 

An unprecedented view of Lincoln's Springfield from the acclaimed and bestselling author of 

Loving Frank. Nancy Horan, author of the million-copy New York Times bestseller Loving Frank, 

returns with a sweeping historical novel, which tells the story of Abraham Lincoln's ascendance 



from rumpled lawyer to U.S. president to the Great Emancipator through the eyes of a young 

asylum-seeker who arrives in Lincoln's home of Springfield from Madeira, Portugal. Showing 

intelligence beyond society's expectations, fourteen-year-old Ana Ferreira lands a job in the 

Lincoln household assisting Mary Lincoln with their boys and with the hostess duties borne by 

the wife of a rising political star. Ana bears witness to the evolution of Lincoln's views on 

equality and the Union and observes in full complexity the psyche and pain of his bold, 

polarizing wife, Mary. Along with her African American friend Cal, Ana encounters the presence 

of the Underground Railroad in town and experiences personally how slavery is tearing apart 

her adopted country. Culminating in an eyewitness account of the little-known Springfield race 

riot of 1908, The House of Lincoln takes readers on a journey through the historic changes that 

reshaped America and that continue to reverberate today. 

Brad Meltzer 

. First Conspiracy: The Secret Plot To Kill George Washington     (973.4109 MEL) 

Taking place during the most critical period of our nation's birth, The First Conspiracy tells a remarkable and 

previously untold piece of American history that not only reveals George Washington's character, but also illuminates 

the origins of America's counterintelligence movement that led to the modern day CIA. In 1776, an elite group of 

soldiers were handpicked to serve as George Washington's bodyguards. Washington trusted them; relied on them. 

But unbeknownst to Washington, some of them were part of a treasonous plan. In the months leading up to the 

Revolutionary War, these traitorous soldiers, along with the Governor of New York, William Tryon, and Mayor David 

Mathews, launched a deadly plot against the most important member of the military: George Washington himself. 

This is the story of the secret plot and how it was revealed. It is a story of leaders, liars, counterfeiters, and jailhouse 

confessors. It also shows just how hard the battle was for George Washington and how close America was to losing 

the Revolutionary War. In this historical page-turner, New York Times bestselling author Brad Meltzer teams up with 

American history writer and documentary television producer, Josh Mensch to unravel the shocking true story behind 

what has previously been a footnote in the pages of history. Drawing on extensive research, Meltzer and Mensch 

capture in riveting detail how George Washington not only defeated the most powerful military force in the world, but 

also uncovered the secret plot against him in the tumultuous days leading up to July 4, 1776 

 

Lisa McCubbin 
. Betty Ford: First Lady, Women’s Advocate, Survivor, Trailblazer  (B Ford) 
An intimate and insightful biography of Betty Ford, the groundbreaking, candid, and resilient 
First Lady and wife of President Gerald Ford, from the #1 New York Times bestselling co-author 
of Five Presidents and Mrs. Kennedy and Me. Betty Ford: First Lady, Women's Advocate, 
Survivor, Trailblazer is the inspiring story of an ordinary Midwestern girl thrust onto the world 
stage and into the White House under extraordinary circumstances. Setting a precedent as First 
Lady, Betty Ford refused to be silenced by her critics as she publicly championed equal rights 
for women, and spoke out about issues that had previously been taboo--breast cancer, 
depression, abortion, and sexuality. Privately, there were signs something was wrong. After a 
painful intervention by her family, she admitted to an addiction to alcohol and prescription drugs. 
Her courageous decision to speak out publicly sparked a national dialogue, and in 1982, she co-
founded the Betty Ford Center, which revolutionized treatment for alcoholism and inspired the 
modern concept of recovery. Lisa McCubbin also brings to light Gerald and Betty Ford's 
sweeping love story: from Michigan to the White House, until their dying days, their relationship 
was that of a man and woman utterly devoted to one another other--a relationship built on trust, 
respect, and an unquantifiable chemistry. Based on intimate in-depth interviews with all four of 
her children, Susan Ford Bales, Michael Ford, Jack Ford, and Steven Ford, as well as family 



friends, and colleagues, Betty Ford: First Lady, Women's Advocate, Survivor, Trailblazer is a 
deeply personal, empathic portrait of an outspoken First Lady, who was first and foremost a 
devoted wife and mother. With poignant details and rare insight, McCubbin reveals a fiercely 
independent woman who had a lively sense of humor, unwavering faith, and an indomitable 
spirit--the true story behind one of the most admired and influential women of our time. 
 

Shelley Fraser Mickle 
. White House Wild Child: How Alice Roosevelt Broke All the Rules and Won the Heart 
of America                                                                                     (B Roosevelt) 
 
During Theodore Roosevelt’s presidency—from 1901 to 1909, when Mark Twain called him the 
most popular man in America—his daughter Alice Roosevelt mesmerized the world with her 
antics and beauty. 
 
Alice was known for carrying a gun, a copy of the Constitution, and a green snake in her purse. 
When her father told her she couldn’t smoke under his roof, she climbed to the top of the White 
House and smoked on the roof. She became the most famous woman in America—and even 

the world—predating Princess Diana and Jackie Kennedy as an object of public obsession. 
 
As her celebrity grew, she continued to buck tradition, push against social norms, and pull 
political sway behind the curtain of privilege and access. She was known for her acerbic wit and 
outspoken tendencies which hypnotized both the social and political world. 
 
Brilliantly researched and powerfully told, Shelley Fraser Mickle places the reader in the time 
and place of Alice and asks what would it have been like to be a strong-willed powerful woman 
of that day. Drawn from primary and secondary sources, Alice’s life comes into focus in this 
historical celebration of an extraordinary woman ahead of her time. 
 

Stephanie Thornton 
American Princess: A Novel of First Daughter Alice Roosevelt        (Fic Thornton) 
 
Alice may be the president's daughter, but she's nobody's darling. As bold as her signature color 
Alice Blue, the gum-chewing, cigarette-smoking, poker-playing First Daughter discovers that the 
only way for a woman to stand out in Washington is to make waves -- oceans of them. With the 
canny sophistication of the savviest politician on the Hill, Alice uses her celebrity to her 
advantage, testing the limits of her power and the seductive thrill of political entanglements. But 
Washington, DC is rife with heartaches and betrayals, and when Alice falls hard for a smooth-
talking congressman it will take everything this rebel has to emerge triumphant and claim her 
place as an American icon. As Alice soldiers through the devastation of two world wars and 
brazens out a cutting feud with her famous Roosevelt cousins, it's no wonder everyone in the 
capital refers to her as the Other Washington Monument -- and Alice intends to outlast them all. 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 


