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Fiction

Blake, Sarah

The Postmistress Fic

The Postmistress is a sweeping novel about the loss of innocence of two extraordinary women
and of two countries torn apart by war.

On the eve of the United States's entrance into World War Il in 1940, Iris James, the
postmistress of Franklin, a small town on Cape Cod, does the unthinkable: She doesn't deliver a
letter.

In London, American radio gal Frankie Bard is working with Edward R. Murrow, reporting on the
Blitz. One night in a bomb shelter, she meets a doctor from Cape Cod with a letter in his pocket,
a letter Frankie vows to deliver when she returns from Germany and France, where she is to
record the stories of war refugees desperately trying to escape.

The residents of Franklin think the war can't touch them but as Frankie's radio broadcasts air,
some know that the war is indeed coming. And when Frankie arrives at their doorstep, the two
stories collide in a way no one could have foreseen.

The Postmistress is an unforgettable tale of the secrets we must bear or bury. It is about what
happens to love during wartime, when those we cherish leave. And how every story - of love or
war - is about looking left when we should have been looking right.



Bloor, Edward
London Calling YA Fic

Martin Conway comes from a family filled with heroes and disgraces. His grandfather was a statesman
who worked at the US Embassy in London during WWII. His father is an alcoholic who left his family. His
sister is an overachieving Ivy League graduate. And Martin? Martin is stuck in between—floundering.
But during the summer after 7th grade, Martin meets a boy who will change his life forever. Jimmy
Harker appears one night with a deceptively simple question: Will you help? Where did this boy come
from, with his strange accent and urgent request? Is he a dream? It's the most vivid dream Martin's ever
had. And he meets Jimmy again and again—but how can his dreams be set in London during the Blitz?
How can he see his own grandfather, standing outside the Embassy? How can he wake up with a head
full of people and facts and events that he certainly didn't know when he went to sleep—but which turn
out to be verifiably real?

The people and the scenes Martin witnesses have a profound effect on him. They become almost more
real to him than his waking companions. And he begins to believe that maybe he can help Jimmy. Or
maybe that he must help Jimmy, precisely because all logic and reason argue against it.

This is a truly remarkable and deeply affecting novel about fathers and sons, heroes and scapegoats.
About finding a way to live with faith and honor and integrity. And about having an answer to the
guestion: What did you do to help?

Chiaverini, Jennifer

The Spymistress Fic

Pledging her loyalty to the North at the risk of her life when her native Virginia secedes, Quaker-
educated aristocrat Elizabeth Van Lew uses her innate skills for gathering military intelligence to help
construct the Richmond underground and orchestrate escapes from the infamous Confederate Libby
Prison.

de Rosnay, Tatiana

Sarah’s Key Fic

Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten-year-old girl, is brutally arrested with her family by the French police in the
Vél d’Hiv roundup, but not before she locks her younger brother in a cupboard in the family's
apartment, thinking that she will be back within a few hours.

Paris, May 2002: On Vél d’Hiv’s 60th anniversary, journalist Julia Jarmond is asked to write an article
about this black day in France's past. Through her contemporary investigation, she stumbles onto a trail
of long-hidden family secrets that connect her to Sarah. Julia finds herself compelled to retrace the girl's
ordeal, from that terrible term in the Vél d'Hiv, to the camps, and beyond. As she probes into Sarah's
past, she begins to question her own place in France, and to reevaluate her marriage and her life.
Tatiana de Rosnay offers us a brilliantly subtle, compelling portrait of France under occupation and
reveals the taboos and silence that surround this painful episode.



El-Mohtar, Amal and Max Gladstone

This is How You Lose the Time War Fic

Among the ashes of a dying world, an agent of the Commandment finds a letter. It reads: Burn before
reading.

Thus begins an unlikely correspondence between two rival agents hellbent on securing the best possible
future for their warring factions. Now, what began as a taunt, a battlefield boast, becomes something
more. Something epic. Something romantic. Something that could change the past and the future.
Except the discovery of their bond would mean the death of each of them. There’s still a war going on,
after all. And someone has to win. That’s how war works, right?

Cowritten by two beloved and award-winning sci-fi writers, This Is How You Lose the Time War is an epic
love story spanning time and space.

Follett, Ken — The Century Trilogy

Fall of Giants

This is an epic of love, hatred, war and revolution. This is a huge novel that follows five families through
the world-shaking dramas of the First World War, the Russian Revolution, and the struggle for votes for
women.

It is 1911. The Coronation Day of King George V. The Williams, a Welsh coal-mining family is linked by
romance and enmity to the Fitzherberts, aristocratic coal-mine owners. Lady Maud Fitzherbert falls in
love with Walter von Ulrich, a spy at the German Embassy in London. Their destiny is entangled with
that of an ambitious young aide to U.S. President Woodrow Wilson and to two orphaned Russian
brothers, whose plans to emigrate to America fall foul of war, conscription and revolution. In a plot of
unfolding drama and intriguing complexity, "Fall of Giants" moves seamlessly from Washington to St
Petersburg, from the dirt and danger of a coal mine to the glittering chandeliers of a palace, from the
corridors of power to the bedrooms of the mighty.

Winter of the World

Winter of the World picks up right where the first book left off, as its five interrelated families—
American, German, Russian, English, Welsh—enter a time of enormous social, political, and economic
turmoil, beginning with the rise of the Third Reich, through the Spanish Civil War and the great dramas
of World War Il, up to the explosions of the American and Soviet atomic bombs. These characters and
many others find their lives inextricably entangled as their experiences illuminate the cataclysms that
marked the century. From the drawing rooms of the rich to the blood and smoke of battle, their lives
intertwine, propelling the reader into dramas of ever-increasing complexity.

Edge of Eternity

Edge of Eternity is the sweeping, passionate conclusion to Ken Follett’s extraordinary historical epic,
The Century Trilogy. Throughout these books, Follett has followed the fortunes of five intertwined
families — American, German, Russian, English, and Welsh — as they make their way through the
twentieth century. Now they come to one of the most tumultuous eras of all: the enormous social,
political, and economic turmoil of the 1960s through the 1980s, from civil rights, assassinations, mass
political movements and Vietnam to the Berlin Wall, the Cuban Missile Crisis, presidential impeachment,
revolution —and rock and roll.



Follett, Ken

Hornet Flight Fic

An extraordinary novel from the early days of World War Il. It is June 1941, and the war is not going well
for England. Across the North Sea, eighteen-year-old Harald Olufsen takes a shortcut on the German-
occupied Danish island of Sande and discovers an astonishing sight that will change the momentum of
the war. He must get word to England-except that he has no way to get there. He has only an old
derelict Hornet Moth biplane rusting away in a ruined church: a plane so decrepit that it is unlikely ever
to get off the ground...even if Harald knew how to fly it.

Gillman, David R.
City of Women Fic

Itis 1943 - the height of the Second World War - and Berlin has essentially become a city of women. In
this page-turning novel, David Gillham explores what happens to ordinary people thrust into
extraordinary times, and how the choices they make can be the difference between life and death.

Guterson, David

Snow Falling on Cedars Fic

San Piedro Island, north of Puget Sound, is a place so isolated that no one who lives there can afford to
make enemies. But in 1954 a local fisherman is found suspiciously drowned, and a Japanese American
named Kabuo Miyamoto is charged with his murder.

In the course of the ensuing trial, it becomes clear that what is at stake is more than a man's guilt. For
on San Pedro, memory grows as thickly as cedar trees and the fields of ripe strawberries—memories of
a charmed love affair between a white boy and the Japanese girl who grew up to become Kabuo's wife;
memories of land desired, paid for, and lost. Above all, San Piedro is haunted by the memory of what
happened to its Japanese residents during World War Il, when an entire community was sent into exile
while its neighbors watched.

Hannah, Kristin
The Nightingale Fic

With courage, grace, and powerful insight, bestselling author Kristin Hannah captures the epic
panorama of World War Il and illuminates an intimate part of history seldom seen: the women's war.
The Nightingale tells the stories of two sisters, separated by years and experience, by ideals, passion and
circumstance, each embarking on her own dangerous path toward survival, love, and freedom in
German-occupied, war-torn France—a heartbreakingly beautiful novel that celebrates the resilience of
the human spirit and the durability of women. It is a novel for everyone, a novel for a lifetime.

Harmel, Kristin

Book of Lost Names Fic

Eva Traube Abrams, a semi-retired librarian in Florida, is shelving books when her eyes lock on a
photograph in the New York Times. She freezes; it is an image of a book she has not seen in more than
sixty years—a book she recognizes as The Book of Lost Names. Inspired by an astonishing true story
from World War Il, a young woman with a talent for forgery helps hundreds of Jewish children flee the
Nazis in this “sweeping and magnificent” (Fiona Davis, bestselling author of The Lions of Fifth Avenue)
historical novel from the #1 international bestselling author of The Winemaker’s Wife.



Harris, Robert
Munich Fic

September 1938. Hitler is determined to start a war. Chamberlain is desperate to preserve the peace.
The issue is to be decided in a city that will forever afterwards be notorious for what takes place there.
Munich. As Chamberlain's plane judders over the Channel and the Fuhrer's train steams relentlessly
south from Berlin, two young men travel with secrets of their own. Hugh Legat is one of Chamberlain's
private secretaries, Paul Hartmann a German diplomat and member of the anti-Hitler resistance. Great
friends at Oxford before Hitler came to power, they haven't seen one another since they were last in
Munich six years earlier. Now, as the future of Europe hangs in the balance, their paths are destined to
cross again. When the stakes are this high, who are you willing to betray?

Heller, Joseph

Catch 22 Fic

The satirical war novel is set during World War Il, from 1942-1944. It mainly follows the life of antihero
Captain John Yossarian, a U.S. Army Air Forces B-25 bombardier and examines the absurdity of war and
military life through the experiences of Yossarian and his cohorts, who attempt to maintain their sanity
while fulfilling their service requirements so that they may return home.

Postorino, Rosella

At the Wolf’s Table Fic

The internationally bestselling novel based on the untold true story of the women conscripted to be
Hitler's food tasters. Germany, 1943: Twenty-six-year-old Rosa Sauer's parents are gone, and her
husband Gregor is far away, fighting on the front lines of WWII. Impoverished and alone, she makes the
fateful decision to leave war-torn Berlin to live with her in-laws in the countryside, thinking she'll find
refuge there. But one morning, the SS come to tell her she has been conscripted to be one of Hitler's
tasters: three times a day, she and nine other women go to his secret headquarters, the Wolf's Lair, to
eat his meals before he does. Forced to eat what might kill them, the tasters begin to divide into The
Fanatics, those loyal to Hitler, and the women like Rosa who insist they are not Nazis, even as they risk
their lives every day for Hitler's.

Quinn, Kate

The Diamond Eye Fic

In the snowbound city of Kiev, wry and bookish history student Mila Pavlichenko organizes her life
around her library job and her young son, but Hitler's invasion of Russia sends her on a different path.
Given a rifle and sent to join the fight, Mila must forge herself from studious girl to deadly sniper, a
lethal hunter of Nazis known as Lady Death. When news of her three hundredth kill makes her a
national heroine, Mila finds herself torn from the bloody battlefields of the eastern front and sent to
America on a goodwill tour. Still reeling from war wounds and devastated by loss, Mila finds herself
isolated and lonely in the glittering world of Washington, DC, until an unexpected friendship with First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and an even more unexpected connection with a silent fellow sniper offer the
possibility of happiness. But when an old enemy from Mila's past joins forces with a deadly new foe
lurking in the shadows, Lady Death finds herself battling her own demons and enemy bullets in the
deadliest duo.



Sullivan, Mark T.

Beneath the Scarlet Sky Fic

Pino Lella wants nothing to do with the war or the Nazis. He's a normal Italian teenager--
obsessed with music, food, and girls--but his days of innocence are numbered. When his family
home in Milan is destroyed by Allied bombs, Pino joins an underground railroad helping Jews
escape over the Alps, and falls for Anna, a beautiful widow six years his senior. In an attempt to
protect him, Pino's parents force him to enlist as a German soldier--a move they think will keep
him out of combat. But after Pino is injured, he is recruited at the tender age of eighteen to
become the personal driver for Adolf Hitler's left hand in Italy, General Hans Leyers, one of the
Third Reich's most mysterious and powerful commanders. Now, with the opportunity to spy for
the Allies inside the German High Command, Pino endures the horrors of the war and the Nazi
occupation by fighting in secret, his courage bolstered by his love for Anna and for the life he
dreams they will one day share.

Sullivan, Mark T.

The Last Green Valley Fic

In late March 1944, as Stalin's forces push into Ukraine, young Emil and Adeline Martel decide
they must run in retreat from their land with murderous Nazi officers they despise to escape the
Soviets and go in search of freedom.

Skeslien, Janet Charles

Paris Library Fic

Paris, 1939: Young and ambitious Odile Souchet has it all: her handsome police officer beau and a dream
job at the American Library in Paris. When the Nazis march into Paris, Odile stands to lose everything
she holds dear, including her beloved library. Together with her fellow librarians, Odile joins the
Resistance with the best weapons she has books. But when the war finally ends, instead of freedom,
Odile tastes the bitter sting of unspeakable betrayal. Montana, 1983: Lily is a lonely teenager looking for
adventure in small-town Montana. Her interest is piqued by her solitary, elderly neighbor. As Lily
uncovers more about her neighbor's mysterious past, she finds that they share a love of language, the
same longings, and the same intense jealousy, never suspecting that a dark secret from the past
connects them. A powerful novel that explores the consequences of our choices and the relationships
that make us who we are--family, friends, and favorite authors--The Paris Library shows that
extraordinary heroism.

Sepetys, Ruta

Salt to the Sea Fic

Racing to freedom with thousands of other refugees as Russian forces close in on their homes in
East Prussia, Joana, Emilia, and Florian meet aboard the doomed Wilhelm Gustloff and are
forced to trust each other in order to survive.



Mysteries

Macneal, Susan Elia
Mr. Churchill’s Secretary MYS

London, 1940. Winston Churchill has just been sworn in, war rages across the Channel, and the threat of
a Blitz looms larger by the day. But none of this deters Maggie Hope. She graduated at the top of her
college class and possesses all the skills of the finest minds in British intelligence, but her gender
qualifies her only to be the newest typist at No. 10 Downing Street. Her indefatigable spirit and
remarkable gifts for codebreaking, though, rival those of even the highest men in government, and
Maggie finds that working for the prime minister affords her a level of clearance she could never have
imagined—and opportunities she will not let pass. In troubled, deadly times, with air-raid sirens sending
multitudes underground, access to the War Rooms also exposes Maggie to the machinations of a
menacing faction determined to do whatever it takes to change the course of history.

Ensnared in a web of spies, murder, and intrigue, Maggie must work quickly to balance her duty to King
and Country with her chances for survival. And when she unravels a mystery that points toward her own
family’s hidden secrets, she’ll discover that her quick wits are all that stand between an assassin’s
murderous plan and Churchill himself.

Todd, Charles

Duty to the Dead Mys
World War | nurse Bess Crawford promises Lieutenant Arthur Graham that she will carry his
dying request to his brother, a request that is treated with skepticism, leading Bess to carry it out
herself and put her own life at risk for Arthur's sake.

Winspear, Jacqueline
Masie Dobbs MYS

Maisie Dobbs finds herself drawn back into the Great War when she begins investigating a
recent crime.

Non- Fiction

Blume, Lesley M. M.

Fall Out: Hiroshima 940.5425 BLU

Just days after the United States decimated Hiroshima and Nagasaki with nuclear bombs, the
Japanese surrendered unconditionally. But the US government and military had begun a secret
propaganda and information suppression campaign to hide the devastating nature of these
experimental weapons. Occupation forces closed the atomic cities to Allied reporters, preventing
leaks about the horrific long-term effects of radiation which would kill thousands during the
months after the blast. For nearly a year the cover-up worked-- until New Yorker journalist John
Hersey got into Hiroshima and managed to report the truth to the world. Blume shares this piece



of hidden history and shows how this knowledge has remained among the greatest deterrents to
using nuclear weapons since the end of World War 11.

DeFede, Jim
The Day the World Came to Town 971.8 DEF

When 38 jetliners bound for the United States were forced to land at Gander International Airport in
Canada by the closing of U.S. airspace on September 11, the population of this small town on
Newfoundland Island swelled from 10,300 to nearly 17,000. The citizens of Gander met the stranded
passengers with an overwhelming display of friendship and goodwill.

As the passengers stepped from the airplanes, exhausted, hungry and distraught after being held on
board for nearly 24 hours while security checked all of the baggage, they were greeted with a feast
prepared by the townspeople. Local bus drivers who had been on strike came off the picket lines to
transport the passengers to the various shelters set up in local schools and churches. Linens and
toiletries were bought and donated. A middle school provided showers, as well as access to computers,
email, and televisions, allowing the passengers to stay in touch with family and follow the news.

Over the course of those four days, many of the passengers developed friendships with Gander
residents that they expect to last a lifetime. As a show of thanks, scholarship funds for the children of
Gander have been formed and donations have been made to provide new computers for the schools.
This book recounts the inspiring story of the residents of Gander, Canada, whose acts of kindness have
touched the lives of thousands of people and been an example of humanity and goodwill.

Grann, David

The Wager 910.9164 GRA

A page-turning story of shipwreck, survival, and savagery, culminating in a court martial that reveals a
shocking truth. The powerful narrative reveals the deeper meaning of the events on The Wager,
showing that it was not only the captain and crew who ended up on trial, but the very idea of empire."

Hillenbrand, Laura
Unbroken: A World War Il Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption

940.5472 HIL
On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and
disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the
ocean surface, a face appeared--Lt. Louis Zamperini. Captured by the Japanese and driven to the
limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope,
resolve, and humor.

Keefe, Patrick Radden
Say Nothing: The True Story of Murder and Memory in Northern
Ireland 364.1523

Jean McConville's abduction was one of the most notorious episodes of the vicious conflict known as
The Troubles. Everyone in the neighborhood knew the I.R.A. was responsible. But in a climate of fear
and paranoia, no one would speak of it. In 2003, five years after an accord brought an uneasy peace to



Northern Ireland, a set of human bones was discovered on a beach. McConville's children knew it was
their mother when they were told a blue safety pin was attached to the dress--with so many kids, she
had always kept it handy for diapers or ripped clothes.

Patrick Radden Keefe's mesmerizing book on the bitter conflict in Northern Ireland and its aftermath
uses the McConville case as a starting point for the tale of a society wracked by a violent guerrilla war, a
war whose consequences have never been reckoned with. The brutal violence seared not only people
like the McConville children, but also I.R.A. members embittered by a peace that fell far short of the goal
of a united Ireland and left them wondering whether the killings they committed were not justified acts
of war, but simple murders.

Larson, Erik

Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania 940.4514

A chronicle of the sinking of the Lusitania discusses the factors that led to the tragedy and the
contributions of such figures as Woodrow Wilson, bookseller Charles Lauriat, and architect
Theodate Pope Riddle.

Larson, Erik

The Splendid and the Vile 940.4521

On Winston Churchill's first day as prime minister, Hitler invaded Holland and Belgium. Poland and
Czechoslovakia had already fallen, and the Dunkirk evacuation was just two weeks away. For the next
twelve months, Hitler would wage a relentless bombing campaign, killing 45,000 Britons. It was up to
Churchill to hold the country together and persuade President Franklin Roosevelt that Britain was a
worthy ally-and willing to fight to the end. In The Splendid and the Vile, Erik Larson shows, in cinematic
detail, how Churchill taught the British people "the art of being fearless." It is a story of political
brinkmanship, but it's also an intimate domestic drama set against the backdrop of Churchill's prime-
ministerial country home, Chequers; his wartime retreat, Ditchley, where he and his entourage go when
the moon is brightest, and the bombing threat is highest; and of course 10 Downing Street in London.

Philbrick, Nathaniel

Bunker Hill: A City, a Siege, a Revolution 973.3312

Recounts the events of the Boston battle that ignited the American Revolution, tracing the
experiences of Patriot leader Dr. Joseph Warren, a newly recruited George Washington, and
British General William Howe. Boston, Massachusetts, in 1775 is an island city occupied by
British troops after a series of incendiary incidents by patriots who range from citizens to
vigilantes. After the Boston Tea Party, British and American soldiers and Massachusetts
residents have maneuvered around each other until April 19th, when violence erupts at
Lexington and Concord. In June, with the city cut off from supplies by a British blockade and
Patriot militia poised in siege, skirmishes give way to war in the Battle of Bunker Hill.

Purnell, Sonia
A Woman of No Importance: The Untold Story of the American Spy Who Helped

Win World War I 940.5486

In 1942, the Gestapo sent out an urgent transmission: "She is the most dangerous of all Allied
spies. We must find and destroy her."

The target in their sights was Virginia Hall, a Baltimore socialite who talked her way into
Special Operations Executive, the spy organization dubbed Winston Churchill's "Ministry of
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Ungentlemanly Warfare." She became the first Allied woman deployed behind enemy lines and -
despite her prosthetic leg - helped to light the flame of the French Resistance, revolutionizing
secret warfare as we know it.

Virginia established vast spy networks throughout France, called weapons and explosives down
from the skies, and became a linchpin for the Resistance. Even as her face covered wanted
posters and a bounty was placed on her head, Virginia refused order after order to evacuate. She
finally escaped through a death-defying hike over the Pyrenees into Spain, her cover blown. But
she plunged back in, adamant that she had more lives to save, and led a victorious guerilla
campaign, liberating swathes of France from the Nazis after D-Day.

Roach, Mary
Grunt: The Curious Science of Human at War 355.0709 ROA

Explores the science of keeping humans healthy and focused in the extreme environments of war,
drawing on interviews with doctors, trainers, and weapons testers to illuminate how soldiers are
conditioned to survive traumas.

Syria’s secret Library

Thompson, Mike 956.9104 THO

Daraya lies on the fringe of Damascus, just southwest of the Syrian capital. Yet for four years it lived in
another world. Besieged by government forces early in the Syrian Civil War, its people were deprived of
food, bombarded by heavy artillery, and under the constant fire of snipers. But deep beneath this scene
of frightening devastation lay a hidden library. While the streets above echoed with shelling and rifle
fire, the secret world below was a haven of books. Long rows of well-thumbed volumes lined almost
every wall: bloated editions with grand leather covers, pocket-sized guides to Syrian poetry, and no-
nonsense reference books, all arranged in well-ordered lines. But this precious horde was not bought
from publishers or loaned by other libraries-they were the books salvaged and scavenged at great
personal risk from the doomed city above.

Biography

Goggins, David

Can't Hurt Me: Master Your Mind and Defy the Odds

For David Goggins, childhood was a nightmare -- poverty, prejudice, and physical abuse colored his days
and haunted his nights. But through self-discipline, mental toughness, and hard work, Goggins
transformed himself from a depressed, overweight young man with no future into a U.S. Armed Forces
icon and one of the world's top endurance athletes. The only man in history to complete elite training as
a Navy SEAL, Army Ranger, and Air Force Tactical Air Controller, he went on to set records in numerous
endurance events, inspiring Outside magazine to name him "The Fittest (Real) Man in America."

Donohue, John “Chick”
The Greatest Beer Run Ever: A Memoir of Friendship, Loyalty, and War

Now a major motion picture based on the true story of one man's journey from New York City to the
heart of the Vietnam War in 1967 to bring beer to his childhood friends. “Chickie” Donohue wants to
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feel purpose in his life after his service ended in the war. He decides to support those still serving
overseas by sneaking beer to some of friends. Chick set off on an adventure that would change his life
forever—an odyssey that took him through a series of hilarious escapades and harrowing close calls.



