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                                                   Page Turners    
                                      @  
                             Monroe Library 
                                  (April 2023) 

                                      Books about Libraries/Librarians 

Fiction 

The Littlest Library by Alexander, Poppy  

A heartwarming literary-themed novel about a woman who turns an ordinary red phone box into 

the littlest library in England and brings together a struggling village. Jess Metcalf is perfectly 

content with her quiet, predictable life. But when her beloved grandmother passes away and 

she loses her job at the local library, Jess' life is turned upside down. Determined to pick up the 

pieces, Jess decides it's time for a new beginning. Unable to part with her grandmother's 

cherished books, she packs them all up and moves to a tiny cottage in the English countryside. 

To her surprise, Jess discovers that she's now the owner of an old red phone box that was left 

on the property. Missing her job at the local library, Jess decides to give back to her new 

community--using her grandmother's collection to turn the ordinary phone box into the littlest 

library in England. It's not long before the books are borrowed and begin to work their literary 

magic--bringing the villagers together... and managing to draw Jess' grumpy but handsome 

neighbor out of his shell. Maybe it's finally time for Jess to follow her heart, let go of her old life, 

and make the village her home? But will she be able to take the leap? 

 

The Librarian by Beinhart, Larry 
How on earth did nebbish university librarian David Goldberg end up on Virginia's Ten Most 

Wanted Criminals list for bestiality? And how did he get ensnared in a vast right-wing conspiracy 
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to steal the presidency? It all begins so innocently when Goldberg starts moonlighting for 

eccentric, conservative billionaire Alan Carston Stowe as an archivist. But Goldberg's 

appointment worries a cabal of ruthless right-wingers -- ostensibly allies of Stowe, whose money 

lubricates their zany scary conspiracies -- with very close ties to the White House. They fear that 

Goldberg will find something in Stowe's records that will compromise the dirty tricks involved in 

re-electing Augustus Winthrop Scott, the dim scion of a powerful Republican political family, for 

a second term. As the presidential election heads into its final stretch, the hunt is on to remove 

Goldberg from his position -- by any means necessary. The acclaimed, Edgar-winning mystery 

writer Larry Beinhart returns with this timely novel. In the tradition of Carl Hiassen, Elmore 

Leonard, and Joe Klein, The Librarian is a frenetic, scary and hilarious thriller that goes deep 

into the dark heart of election year politics. 

 

The Personal Librarian by Benedict, Marie 

In her twenties, Belle da Costa Greene is hired by J. P. Morgan to curate a collection of rare 
manuscripts, books, and artwork for his newly built Pierpont Morgan Library. Belle becomes a 
fixture on the New York society scene and one of the most powerful people in the art and book 
world, known for her impeccable taste and shrewd negotiating for critical works as she helps 
build a world-class collection. But Belle has a secret, one she must protect at all costs. She was 
born not Belle da Costa Greene but Belle Marion Greener. She is the daughter of Richard 
Greener, the first Black graduate of Harvard and a well-known advocate for equality. Belle's 
complexion isn't dark because of her alleged Portuguese heritage that lets her pass as white—
her complexion is dark because she is African American. The Personal Librarian tells the story 
of an extraordinary woman, famous for her intellect, style, and wit, and shares the lengths to 
which she must go—for the protection of her family and her legacy—to preserve her carefully 
crafted white identity in the racist world in which she lives. 

No Offense (Little Bridge Island #2) by Cabot, Meg 

A broken engagement only gave Molly Montgomery additional incentive to follow her dream job 
from the Colorado Rockies to the Florida Keys. Now, as Little Bridge Island Public Library’s 
head of children’s services, Molly hopes the messiest thing in her life will be her sticky-note 
covered desk. But fate—in the form of a newborn left in the restroom—has other ideas. So does 
the sheriff who comes to investigate the “abandonment”. The man’s arrogance is almost as 
distracting as his blue eyes. Almost . . . Recently divorced, John has been having trouble 
adjusting to single life as well as single parenthood. But something in Molly’s beautiful smile 
gives John hope that his old life on Little Bridge might suddenly hold new promise—if only they 
can get over their differences. 

The Paris Library by Charles, Janet Skeslien 
 
Paris, 1939. Young, ambitious, and tempestuous, Odile Souchet has it all: Paul, her handsome 

police officer beau; Margaret, her best friend from England; her adored twin brother Remy; and 

a dream job at the American Library in Paris, working alongside the library's legendary director, 

Dorothy Reeder. But when World War II breaks out, Odile stands to lose everything she holds 
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dear - including her beloved library. After the invasion, as the Nazis declare a war on words and 

darkness falls over the City of Light, Odile and her fellow librarians join the Resistance with the 

best weapons they have: books. They risk their lives again and again to help their fellow Jewish 

readers. When the war finally ends, instead of freedom, Odile tastes the bitter sting of 

unspeakable betrayal. Montana, 1983. Odile's solitary existence in gossipy small-town Montana 

is unexpectedly interrupted by Lily, her neighbor, a lonely teenager longing for adventure. As 

Lily uncovers more about Odile's mysterious past, they find they share a love of language, the 

same longings, and the same lethal jealousy. Odile helps Lily navigate the troubled waters of 

adolescence by always recommending just the right book at the right time, never suspecting 

that Lily will be the one to help her reckon with her own terrible secret. Based on the true story 

of the American Library in Paris, The Paris Library explores the geography of resentment, the 

consequences of terrible choices made, and how extraordinary heroism can be found in the 

quietest of places. 

The Librarian of Saint – Malo by Escobar, Mario 

Through letters with a famous author, one French librarian tells her love story and describes the 

brutal Nazi occupation of her small coastal village. 

The Lending Library by Fogelson, Aliga 

When the Chatsworth library closes indefinitely, small-town art teacher Dodie Fairisle turns her 

sunroom into her very own little lending library, which leads to both new friendships and 

romance, as well as an unexpected chance to realize her secret dream of motherhood. 

The Midnight Library by Haig, Matt 

Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that contains an infinite 
number of books, each one the story of another reality. One tells the story of your life as it is, 
along with another book for the other life you could have lived if you had made a different choice 
at any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have been, what if you had the 
chance to go to the library and see for yourself? Would any of these other lives truly be better? 
In The Midnight Library, Nora Seed finds herself faced with this decision. Faced with the 
possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a different career, undoing old breakups, 
realizing her dreams of becoming a glaciologist; she must search within herself as she travels 
through the Midnight Library to decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living 
in the first place. 

The Camel Bookmobile by Hamilton, Masba 

The Camel Bookmobile follows an American librarian who travels to the arid bush of 

northeastern Kenya to give meaning to her life, but ultimately loses a piece of her heart. A 

compelling novel that shows how one life can change many, in spite of dangerous and 

seemingly immutable obstacles. It is a story that captures the riddles and calamities that often 

occur when two cultures collide. It follows an American librarian who travels to Africa to give 

meaning to her life, and ultimately loses a piece of her heart. In the end, this compelling novel 

shows how one life can change many, in spite of dangerous and seemingly immutable 

obstacles. 
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The Book of Lost Names by Harmel, Kristin 

Eva Traube Abrams, a semi-retired librarian in Florida, is shelving books one morning when her 
eyes lock on a photograph in a magazine lying open nearby. She freezes; it’s an image of a 
book she hasn’t seen in sixty-five years—a book she recognizes as The Book of Lost Names. 
The accompanying article discusses the looting of libraries by the Nazis across Europe during 
World War II—an experience Eva remembers well—and the search to reunite people with the 
texts taken from them so long ago. The book in the photograph, an eighteenth-century religious 
text thought to have been taken from France in the waning days of the war, is one of the most 
fascinating cases. Now housed in Berlin’s Zentral- und Landesbibliothek library, it appears to 
contain some sort of code, but researchers don’t know where it came from—or what the code 
means. Only Eva holds the answer—but will she have the strength to revisit old memories and 
help reunite those lost during the war? 

Jade Dragon Mountain by Hart, Elsa 

On the mountainous border of China and Tibet in 1708, a detective must learn what a killer 

already knows: that empires rise and fall on the strength of the stories they tell. Li Du was an 

imperial librarian. Now he is an exile. Arriving in Dayan, the last Chinese town before the 

Tibetan border, he is surprised to find it teeming with travelers, soldiers, and merchants. All 

have come for a spectacle unprecedented in this remote province: an eclipse of the sun 

commanded by the Emperor himself. When a Jesuit astronomer is found murdered in the home 

of the local magistrate, blame is hastily placed on Tibetan bandits. But Li Du suspects this was 

no random killing. Everyone has secrets: the ambitious magistrate, the powerful consort, the 

bitter servant, the irreproachable secretary, the East India Company merchant, the nervous 

missionary, and the traveling storyteller who can't keep his own story straight. Beyond the 

sloping roofs and festival banners, Li Du can see the mountain pass that will take him out of 

China forever. He must choose whether to leave, and embrace his exile, or to stay, and 

investigate a murder that the town of Dayan seems all too willing to forget. 

The Railwayman’s Wife by Hay, Ashley 

An absorbing and uplifting read." -M.L. Stedman, author of The Light Between Oceans "This is a 

book in which grief and love are so entwined they make a new and wonderful kind of sense." -

Fiona McFarlane, author of The Night Guest Amidst the strange, silent aftermath of World War 

II, a widow, a poet, and a doctor search for lasting peace and fresh beginnings in this 

internationally acclaimed, award-winning novel. When Anikka Lachlan's husband, Mac, is killed 

in a railway accident, she is offered--and accepts--a job at the Railway Institute's library and 

searches there for some solace in her unexpectedly new life. But in Thirroul, in 1948, she's not 

the only person trying to chase dreams through books. There's Roy McKinnon, who found 

poetry in the mess of war, but who has now lost his words and his hope. There's Frank Draper, 

trapped by the guilt of those his medical treatment and care failed on their first day of freedom. 

All three struggle to find their own peace, and their own new story. But along with the firming of 

this triangle of friendship and a sense of lives inching towards renewal come other extremities--

and misunderstandings. In the end, love and freedom can have unexpected ways of expressing 

themselves. The Railwayman's Wife explores the power of beginnings and endings, and how 

hard it can sometimes be to tell them apart. Most of all, it celebrates love in all its forms, and the 

beauty of discovering that loving someone can be as extraordinary as being loved yourself. 
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The Library at the Edge of the World (Finfarran Peninsula #1) by Hayes-
McCoy, Felicity 

As she drives her mobile library van between villages of Ireland’s West Coast, Hanna Casey 
tries not to think about a lot of things. Like the sophisticated lifestyle she abandoned after finding 
her English barrister husband in bed with another woman. Or that she’s back in Lissbeg, the 
rural Irish town she walked away from in her teens, living in the back bedroom of her 
overbearing mother’s retirement bungalow. Or, worse yet, her nagging fear that, as the local 
librarian and a prominent figure in the community, her failed marriage and ignominious return 
have made her a focus of gossip. With her teenage daughter, Jazz, off traveling the world and 
her relationship with her own mother growing increasingly tense, Hanna is determined to 
reclaim her independence by restoring a derelict cottage left to her by her great-aunt. But when 
the threatened closure of the Lissbeg Library puts her personal plans in jeopardy, Hanna finds 
herself leading a battle to restore the heart and soul of the Finfarran Peninsula’s fragmented 
community. And she’s about to discover that the neighbors she’d always kept at a distance have 
come to mean more to her than she ever could have imagined. 

The Ice Queen by Hoffman, Alice 

Be careful what you wish for. A small-town librarian lives a quiet life without much excitement. 
One day, she mutters an idle wish and, while standing in her house, is struck by lightning. But 
instead of ending her life, this cataclysmic event sparks it into a new beginning. She goes in 
search of Lazarus Jones, a fellow survivor who was struck dead, then simply got up and walked 
away. Perhaps this stranger who has seen death face to face can teach her to live without fear. 
When she finds him, he is her opposite, a burning man whose breath can boil water and whose 
touch scorches. As an obsessive love affair begins between them, both are forced to hide their 
most dangerous secrets—what turned one to ice and the other to fire. 

Open Season by Howard, Linda 

Daisy Minor is bored. Worse than that, she's boring. A plain, small-town librarian, she's got a 
wardrobe as sexy as a dictionary and hasn't been on a date in years. She's never even had a 
lukewarm love affair, let alone a hot one. So when she wakes up on her 34th birthday and 
wonders how it is that she still lives with her widowed mom and spinster aunt while her friends 
have all gotten married and started families, she decides it's time to get a life - and a sex life. 
And as far as she can tell, good girls don't attract nearly as many men as bad ones.              
One makeover later, Daisy has transformed herself into a party girl extraordinaire. She's 
dancing the night away at clubs and laughing and flirting with men for the first time in, well, 
forever. With a new lease on her own place, it's open season for manhunting. 

But on her way home late one night, Daisy sees something she's not supposed to see. 
Suddenly the target of a killer, she's forced to put her manhunt on hold. But the very moment 

she stops looking might be the moment she finds what she's wanted all along. 

The Department of Rare Books and Special Collections by Jurczyk, Eva 

Liesl Weiss has been (mostly) happy working in the rare books department of a large university, 

managing details and working behind the scenes to make the head of the department look 



6 
 

good. But when her boss has a stroke and she's left to run things, she discovers that the 

library's most prized manuscript is missing. Liesl tries to sound the alarm and inform the police 

about the missing priceless book but is told repeatedly to keep quiet to keep the doors open and 

the donors happy. But then a librarian goes missing as well. Liesl must investigate both 

disappearances, unspooling her colleagues' pasts like the threads of a rare book binding as it 

becomes clear that someone in the department must be responsible for the theft. What Liesl 

discovers about the dusty manuscripts she has worked among for so long--and about the 

people who preserve and revere them--shakes the very foundation on which she has built her 

life. 

Home for Erring and Outcast Girls by Kibler, Julie 

In turn-of-the-20th century Texas, the Berachah Home for the Redemption and Protection of 
Erring Girls is an unprecedented beacon of hope for young women consigned to the dangerous 
poverty of the streets by birth, circumstance, or personal tragedy. When Lizzie Bates and Mattie 
McBride meet there—one sick and abused, but desperately clinging to her young daughter, the 
other jilted by the beau who fathered her ailing son—they form a friendship that will see them 
through unbearable loss, heartbreak, difficult choices, and ultimately, diverging paths. A century 
later, Cate Sutton, a reclusive university librarian, uncovers the hidden histories of the two 
troubled women as she stumbles upon the cemetery on the home’s former grounds and begins 
to comb through its archives in her library. Pulled by an indescribable connection, what Cate 
discovers about their stories leads her to confront her own heartbreaking past, and to reclaim 
the life she thought she'd let go forever. 

11/22/63 by King, Stephen 

On November 22, 1963, three shots rang out in Dallas, President Kennedy died, and the world 
changed. Unless... In 2011, Jake Epping, an English teacher from Lisbon Falls, Maine, sets out 
on an insane — and insanely possible — mission to prevent the Kennedy assassination. 
Leaving behind a world of computers and mobile phones, he goes back to a time of big 
American cars and diners, of Lindy Hopping, the sound of Elvis, and the taste of root beer. In 
this haunting world, Jake falls in love with Sadie, a beautiful high school librarian. And, as the 
ominous date of 11/22/63 approaches, he encounters a troubled loner named Lee Harvey 
Oswald... 

The Girl’s Guide to Witchcraft (Jane Madison #1) by Klasky, Mindy L. 

Jane Madison, a somewhat timid, fashion-challenged librarian living in Washington, D.C., is 
none too pleased when she learns her salary is being cut by a quarter. Her supervisor eases the 
blow by offering to let Jane live rent-free in a small cottage on the library property. Jane gets 
more than she bargained for when she discovers a hidden key that unlocks the door to the 
basement, which is filled with a wide array of witchcraft books. Jane is even more surprised 
when she recites a spell and it works, calling forth a familiar in the form of a handsome, cheeky 
gay man and bringing a stern but sexy warder, David, to her door, intent on helping her harness 
and moderate her newfound powers. 
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The Borrower by Makkai, Rebecca 

When her favorite patron, a book-loving ten-year-old, runs away from overbearing parents who 

force him to attend anti-gay classes with a celebrity pastor, children's librarian Lucy Hull flees 

with the boy and discovers that they are being pursued by an anonymous adversary. 

The Librarian Spy by Martin, Madeline 

Ava thought her job as a librarian at the Library of Congress would mean a quiet, routine 
existence. But an unexpected offer from the US military has brought her to Lisbon with a new 
mission: posing as a librarian while working undercover as a spy gathering intelligence. 
Meanwhile, in occupied France, Elaine has begun an apprenticeship at a printing press run by 
members 

Of the Resistance. It’s a job usually reserved for men, but in the war, those rules have been 
forgotten. Yet she knows that the Nazis are searching for the press and its printer in order to 
silence them. As the battle in Europe rages, Ava and Elaine find themselves connecting through 
coded messages and discovering hope in the face of war. 

The Library of Lost Things by Namey, Laura Taylor 

Darcy Wells finds refuge in her books as she deals with her mother's compulsive hoarding, but 

her life is changed when she meets Asher Fleet, a former teen pilot, who forces her to realize 

that she needs to stop hiding. 

The Seaside Library by Novak, Brenda 

There are secrets that bring friends together, and others that drive them apart... Mariners Island 

is barely ten miles long, but when Ivy, Ariana and Cam were teenagers, it was their whole world. 

Beyond the pristine beaches and iconic lighthouse lies the beautiful old library that belongs to 

Ivy's family. While that bound Ivy to the island as an adult, Ariana could not leave Mariners 

behind fast enough. The town holds too many...memories. Not only her unrequited feelings for 

Cam, but the tragedy that left a scar on the community. When a young girl went missing, a 

teenage Cam was unthinkably the prime suspect. Ariana and Ivy knew he couldn't have hurt 

anyone, and they promised to protect him--even if it meant lying on his behalf. Now, twenty 

years later, Ariana returns to Mariners just as new evidence emerges on the case, calling into 

question everything the three friends thought they knew--and everyone they thought they could 

trust. What really happened that night? Over the course of one eventful summer, Ariana, Ivy and 

Cam will learn the truth--about their pasts, their futures and the ties that still bind them as 

closely as the pages of a book. 

The Diamond Eye by Quinn, Kate 

A librarian and single mother, Mila serves as a sniper for the Soviet Union during World War II 
and becomes well known thanks to her exploits, including a body count of more than 300 
soldiers. When she’s wounded and sent to America to bolster support for the war, Mila finds a 
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kindred spirit in Eleanor Roosevelt, but she also faces danger from a former adversary. Based 
on a true story. 

The Librarian of Boone’s Hollow by Sawyer, Kim Vogel 

A traveling librarian ventures into the mining towns of Kentucky on horseback and rediscovers 

her passions in this powerful novel from the best-selling author of A Silken Thread. 

The Book of Speculation by Swyler, Erika 

Simon Watson, a young librarian on the verge of losing his job, lives alone on the Long Island 

Sound in his family home--a house, perched on the edge of a bluff, that is slowly crumbling 

toward the sea. His parents are long dead, his mother having drowned in the water his house 

overlooks. His younger sister, Enola, works for a traveling carnival reading tarot cards, and 

seldom calls. On a day in late June, Simon receives a mysterious package from an antiquarian 

bookseller. The book tells the story of Amos and Evangeline, doomed lovers who lived and 

worked in a traveling circus more than two hundred years ago. The paper crackles with age as 

Simon turns the yellowed pages filled with notes, sketches, and whimsical flourishes; and his 

best friend and fellow librarian, Alice, looks on in increasing alarm. Why does his grandmother's 

name, Verona Bonn, appear in this book? Why do so many women in his family drown on July 

24? Could there possibly be some kind of curse on his family--and could Enola, who has 

suddenly turned up at home for the first time in six years, risk the same fate in just a few weeks? 

In order to save her--and perhaps himself--Simon must try urgently to decode his family history 

while moving on from the past. 

 

Mystery 
Death Overdue by Brook, Allison 

Carrie Singleton is just about done with Clover Ridge, Connecticut. Then she's offered a job as 

the head of programs and events at the local library-- which comes complete with its own ghost. 

Her first major event is a program presented by retired homicide detective Al Buckley, who 

claims he knows who murdered Laura Foster, a much-loved part-time library aide who was 

bludgeoned to death fifteen years earlier. As he invites members of the audience to share 

stories about Laura, he suddenly keels over and dies. He was poisoned-- and Carrie feels 

responsible. She's convinced he was murdered by the same man who killed Laura all those 

years ago. Luckily for Carrie, she has a friendly, knowledgeable ghost by her side. 

Dewey Decimated by Brook, Allison 

Carrie Singleton is just off a hot string of murder cases centered around the spooky local library 

in Clover Ridge, Connecticut. She could really use a break--but no such luck, as she; Smoky 

Joe, the resident cat; and Evelyn, the library's ghost, are drawn into another tantalizing 

whodunit. First, a dead body is found in the basement of the building attached to the library, and 

it turns out to be Carrie's fiancé’s Uncle Alec, who Dylan hasn't seen in years. But Alec has no 
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intention of truly checking out, and his ghost makes itself at home in the library, greatly upsetting 

the patrons. Carrie and Evelyn work hard to keep Alec out of sight, but what was he doing in 

Clover Ridge to begin with? And why was he killed? Meanwhile, the town council, of which 

Carrie is also a member, is embroiled in a hot-headed debate over the fate of the Seabrook 

Preserve, a lovely and valuable piece of property that runs along Long Island Sound. Turn it into 

an upscale park? Sell it to a condo developer? Or keep it as protected land? As the dispute 

rages, there's another murder, this time involving a council member. Could the two murders be 

connected? And could Carrie be next on the hit list? 

A Most Curious Murder by Buzzelli, Elizabeth Kane 

  

With the destruction of her mother's Little Library and the discovery of curmudgeon Adam Cane 
murdered in the neighbor Zoe Zola's fairy garden, divorcée Jenny Weston begins to doubt the 
soundness of her decision to return to her hometown of Bear Falls, Michigan. When another 
body is discovered, Jenny and Zoe decide to clear Zoe's name by finding the real killer. 
 
 

Pouncing on Murder by Cass, Laurie 

Springtime in Chilson, Michigan, means it's Minnie's favorite time of year: maple syrup season! 

But her excitement fades when her favorite syrup provider, Henry Gill, dies in a sugary accident. 

It's tough news to swallow...even if the old man wasn't as sweet as his product. 

Deadly Ever After by Gates, Eva 

They're getting married! Lucy Richardson and Connor McNeil have announced their 

engagement. Their friends throw a party but...who should arrive, but Richard Eric Lewiston III, 

Lucy's former almost-fiancé and his overbearing mother Evangeline. Push comes to love when 

Evangeline makes no secret of why she's here: to get Lucy and Ricky back 

together...Evangeline throws a dinner party...for a reluctant Lucy and her family...But when a 

body is found at the restaurant's kitchen door, Lucy is again forced to unwillingly put on her 

detective's hat and do what she can to save her family and her engagement. 

The Woman in the Library by Gentill, Sulari 

Ned Kelly award winning author Sulari Gentill sets this mystery-within-a-mystery in motion with 
a deceptively simple, Dear Hannah, What are you writing? Pulling us into the ornate reading 
room at the Boston Public Library.                                                                                                            
The tranquility is shattered by a woman's terrified scream. Security guards take charge 
immediately, instructing everyone inside to stay put until the threat is identified and contained. 
While they wait for the all-clear, four strangers, who'd happened to sit at the same table, pass 
the time in conversation and friendships are struck. Each has his or her own reasons for being 
in the reading room that morning―it just happens that one is a murderer. 
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Read or Alive by Page, Nora 

Delighted when the Georgia Antiquarian Book Society chooses Catalpa Springs for its annual 

fair, septuagenarian librarian Cleo Watkins investigates the murder of a con artist who had 

stolen a prized book from Cleo's cousin. 

The Library of Lost and Found by Patrick, Phaedra 

Librarian Martha Storm has always found it easier to connect with books than people—though 
not for lack of trying. She keeps careful lists of how to help others in her superhero-themed 
notebook. And yet, sometimes it feels like she’s invisible. All of that changes when a book of 
fairy tales arrives on her doorstep. Inside, Martha finds a dedication written to her by her best 
friend—her grandmother Zelda—who died under mysterious circumstances years earlier. When 
Martha discovers a clue within the book that her grandmother may still be alive, she becomes 
determined to discover the truth. As she delves deeper into Zelda’s past, she unwittingly reveals 
a family secret that will change her life forever. 

 

Romance 
Mad Bad and Blonde by Linz, Athie 

After she is jilted on her wedding day, librarian Faith West goes on her Italian honeymoon alone 

and meets smart and sexy Caine Hunter, who makes her feel like a real woman for the first 

time, until she discovers his true motive. 

Good Girls Do by Linz, Cathie 

Julia Wright couldn’t be more content with her job at the local library, nestled in placid, 

picturesque Serenity Falls. Until her wacky mother, petty-thief sister, and little niece “Toni the 

Biter” decide to crash her quiet party of one . . . and a new guy roars into town on his Harley, 

shaking up more than just the books on her shelves. 

Luke Maguire never thought he’d set foot back into the dull town where he'd spent his youth. 

But when his abusive father dies, he’s forced to return and take care of the family bar. While 

trying to get the people of Serenity Falls to lighten up a little, he makes an unlikely alliance with 

a feisty librarian, whose pages he’d really like to turn. The battle lines are being drawn and Luke 

may have an uphill fight on his hands, but he's determined to come out on top, tempting this 

good girl to be very bad. 

 

That Night on Thistle Lane by Neggers, Carla 

Librarian Phoebe O'Dunn must summon up the courage to live out her own fairy tale when a 

threat to the town leads her to Noah Kendrick, who, unbeknownst to her, is the unforgettable 

man she met at a masquerade ball in Boston. 
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Chance of a Lifetime by Thomas, Jodi 

 Librarian Emily must deal with a secret she has kept for many years that threatens to shatter 
her future, while new lawyer Rick Matheson seeks the aid of a beautiful U.S. Marshal as he tries 
to discover who is attempting to kill him. 
 
 

Non-Fiction 
Library: An Unquiet History by Battles, Mathew              (027.009BAT)  
Engrossingly saturated with fascinating lore, colorful anecdotes, and deft portraits." ―Hilarie M. 
Sheets, New York Times Through the ages, libraries have not only accumulated and preserved 
but also shaped, inspired, and obliterated knowledge. Now they are in crisis. Former rare books 
librarian and Harvard metal visionary Matthew Battles takes us from Boston to Baghdad, from 
classical scriptoria to medieval monasteries and on to the Information Age, to explore how 
libraries are built and how they are destroyed: from the scroll burnings in ancient China to the 
burning of libraries in Europe and Bosnia to the latest revolutionary upheavals of the digital age. 
A new afterword elucidates how knowledge is preserved amid the creative destruction of 
twenty-first-century technology. 
 
 

The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu by Hammer, Joshua  
                                                                                                                  (025.8209HAM) 
  

Describes how a group of Timbuktu librarians enacted a daring plan to smuggle the city's great 
collection of rare Islamic manuscripts away from the threat of destruction at the hands of Al 
Quaeda militants to the safety of southern Mali. 
 
 

Overdue: Reckoning With the Public Library by Oliver, Amanada  
                                                                               (027.473OLI)   
Drawing on first-hand experiences from six years of professional work as a librarian in high-
poverty neighborhoods of Washington, DC, as well as interviews and research, the author 
highlights the national problems that have existed in libraries since they were founded-racism, 
segregation and class inequalities.    
 

The Library Book by Orlean, Susan                            (027.4794ORL)    
 
Susan Orlean reopens the unsolved mystery of the most catastrophic library fire in American 
history, and delivers a dazzling love letter to a beloved institution--our libraries.     
 
 

BiblioTech: Why Libraries Matter More than in the Age of Google by 

Palfrey, John                                                           (020.2854PAL)  
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Libraries today are more important than ever. More than just book repositories, libraries can 
become bulwarks against some of the most crucial challenges of our age: unequal access to 
education, jobs, and information. In BiblioTech, educator and technology expert John Palfrey 
argues that anyone seeking to participate in the 21st century needs to understand how to find 
and use the vast stores of information available online. And libraries, which play a crucial role in 
making these skills and information available, are at risk. In order to survive our rapidly 
modernizing world and dwindling government funding, libraries must make the transition to a 
digital future as soon as possible-by digitizing print material and ensuring that born-digital 
material is publicly available online. Not all of these changes will be easy for libraries to 
implement. But as Palfrey boldly argues, these modifications are vital if we hope to save 
libraries and, through them, the American democratic ideal. 
 
We live in a world of complex and seemingly infinite information. The ways in which people of all 
ages use and obtain that information has changed drastically in recent years: e-book readership 
has increased, Wikipedia has largely supplanted encyclopedias and reference books, and many 
people now consume news and media through their smartphones, tablets, and laptops. With 
digital culture ascendant, it seems counterintuitive to argue that libraries, of all things, are more 
important than ever. But that is exactly what library expert John Palfrey does in BiblioTech, a 
stirring call to arms that explains how libraries can become bulwarks against the creeping 
problems of our times: unequal access to education, jobs, and information. Yet the fate of the 
local library is by no means secure; these institutions are struggling to adapt to our rapidly 
modernizing world, and often rely on dwindling funding from state and local governments to do 
so. In order to survive, libraries will need to dramatically shift their focus from maintaining and 
building up their collections to serving their communities. Print and analog formats will never 
disappear, Palfrey assures us, but libraries must make the transition to a digital future as soon 
as possible--by digitizing print material, ensuring that born-digital material (from data sets to 
blog posts to sound recordings) is accessible to researchers, and making all of this digital 
information publicly available online. Not all of these changes will be easy for libraries to 
implement and the process of digitizing collections and training librarians will be complicated 
and costly. But as Palfrey boldly argues, these modifications are vital if we hope to save libraries 
and, through them, the American democratic idea. 
 
 

The Library: A Fragile History by Pettegree, Andrew     (027.009PET)        
                     
  

Famed across the known world, jealously guarded by private collectors, built up over centuries, 
destroyed in a single day, ornamented with gold leaf and frescoes or filled with bean bags and 
children's drawings - the history of the library is rich, varied and stuffed full of incident. In this, 
the first major history of its kind, Andrew Pettegree and Arthur der Weduwen explore the 
contested and dramatic history of the library, from the famous collections of the ancient world to 
the embattled public resources we cherish today. Along the way, they introduce us to the 
antiquarians and philanthropists who shaped the world's great collections, trace the rise and fall 
of fashions and tastes, and reveal the high crimes and misdemeanors committed in pursuit of 
rare and valuable manuscripts. 
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The Book Thieves by Rydell, Anders                         (940.531RYD) 
 
While the Nazi party was being condemned by much of the world for burning books, they were 
already hard at work perpetrating an even greater literary crime. Through extensive new 
research that included records saved by the Monuments Men themselves--Anders Rydell tells 
the untold story of Nazi book theft, as he himself joins the effort to return the stolen books. 
When the Nazi soldiers ransacked Europe's libraries and bookshops, large and small, the books 
they stole were not burned. Instead, the Nazis began to compile a library of their own that they 
could use to wage an intellectual war on literature and history. In this secret war, the libraries of 
Jews, Communists, Liberal politicians, LGBT activists, Catholics, Freemasons, and many other 
opposition groups were appropriated for Nazi research, and used as an intellectual weapon 
against their owners. But when the war was over, most of the books were never returned. 
Instead many found their way into the public library system, where they remain to this day. Now, 
Rydell finds himself entrusted with one of these stolen volumes, setting out to return it to its 
rightful owner. It was passed to him by the small team of heroic librarians who have begun the 
monumental task of combing through Berlin's public libraries to identify the looted books and 
reunite them with the families of their original owners. For those who lost relatives in the 
Holocaust, these books are often the only remaining possession of their relatives they have ever 
held. And as Rydell travels to return the volume he was given, he shows just how much a single 
book can mean to those who own it. 
 

Syria”s Secret Library by Thomson, Mike                    (956.9106THO) 
 
Daraya lies on the fringe of Damascus, just southwest of the Syrian capital. Yet for four years it 
lived in another world. Besieged by government forces early in the Syrian Civil War, its people 
were deprived of food, bombarded by heavy artillery, and under the constant fire of snipers. But 
deep beneath this scene of frightening devastation lay a hidden library. While the streets above 
echoed with shelling and rifle fire, the secret world below was a haven of books. Long rows of 
well-thumbed volumes lined almost every wall: bloated editions with grand leather covers, 
pocket-sized guides to Syrian poetry, and no-nonsense reference books, all arranged in well-
ordered lines. But this precious horde was not bought from publishers or loaned by other 
libraries-they were the books salvaged and scavenged at great personal risk from the doomed 
city above. 
 
 

Part of Our Lives: A People’s History of the American Public Library by 

Wiegand, Wayne A.                                                    (027.473WIE) 
Despite dire predictions in the late twentieth century that public libraries would not survive the 
turn of the millennium, their numbers have only increased. Two of three Americans frequent a 
public library at least once a year, and nearly that many are registered borrowers. Although 
library authorities have argued that the public library functions primarily as a civic institution 
necessary for maintaining democracy, generations of library patrons tell a different story. In Part 
of Our Lives, Wayne A. Wiegand delves into the heart of why Americans love their libraries. The 
book traces the history of the public library, featuring records and testimonies from as early as 
1850. Rather than analyzing the words of library founders and managers, Wiegand listens to the 
voices of everyday patrons who cherished libraries. Drawing on newspaper articles, memoirs, 
and biographies, Part of Our Lives paints a clear and engaging picture of Americans who value 
libraries not only as civic institutions, but also as social spaces for promoting and maintaining 
community. Whether as a public space, a place for accessing information, or a home for reading 
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material that helps patrons make sense of the world around them, the public library has a rich 
history of meaning for millions of Americans. From colonial times through the recent 
technological revolution, libraries have continuously adapted to better serve the needs of their 
communities. Wiegand goes on to demonstrate that, although cultural authorities (including 
some librarians) have often disparaged reading books considered not "serious" the 
commonplace reading materials users obtained from public libraries have had a transformative 
effect for many, including people like Ronald Reagan, Sonia Sotomayor, and Oprah Winfrey. A 
bold challenge to conventional thinking about the American public library, Part of Our Lives is an 
insightful look into one of America's most beloved cultural institutions"-- 
 

"Part of Our Lives challenges the conventional idea that public libraries are valuable mostly 
because they are essential to democracy. Instead, this book uses the voices of generations of 
public library users to argue that Americans have loved their libraries for the useful information 
they make accessible; the public spaces they provide; and the commonplace reading materials 
they supply that help users make sense of the world around them. 
 
 

The Catalogue of Shipwrecked Books by Wilson-Lee, Edward  
                                                                                  (010.92 WIL) 
The Catalogue of Shipwrecked Books tells the story of the first and greatest visionary of the 
print age, a man who saw how the explosive expansion of knowledge and information 
generated by the advent of the printing press would entirely change the landscape of thought 
and society. He also happened to be Christopher Columbus's illegitimate son. At the peak of the 
Age of Exploration, while his father sailed across the ocean to explore the boundaries of the 
known world, Hernando Colón sought to surpass Columbus's achievements by building a library 
that would encompass the world and include "all books, in all languages and on all subjects." In 
service of this vision, he spent his life travelling--first to the New World with his father in 1502, 
surviving through shipwreck and a bloody mutiny off the coast of Jamaica, and later, throughout 
Europe, scouring the bookstores of the day at the epicenter of printing. The very model of a 
Renaissance man, Hernando restlessly and obsessively bought thousands and thousands of 
books, amassing a collection based on the modern conviction that a truly great library should 
include the kind of material dismissed as ephemeral trash: ballads, pornography, newsletters, 
popular images, romances, fables. Using an invented system of hieroglyphs, he meticulously 
catalogued every item in his library, devising the first ever search engine for his rich profusion of 
books and images and music. A major setback in 1522 gave way to the creation of Hernando's 
Catalogue of Shipwrecked Books and inspired further refinements to his library, including a 
design for the first modern bookshelves. In this illuminating and brilliantly researched biography, 
Edward Wilson-Lee tells an enthralling story of the life and times of the first genius of the print 
age, a tale with striking lessons for our own modern experiences of information revolution and 
globalization. 
.  
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