
1 
 

                                                      

                       Page Turner 
                                 @  
                    Monroe Township Library 

                             Author Talk Programs  
                                  (February 2023) 

 

Backman, Fredrik 

A Man Called Ove 

Meet Ove. He's a curmudgeon; the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were 

burglars caught outside his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a 

short fuse. People call him 'the bitter neighbor from hell'. But must Ove be bitter just because he 

doesn't walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? Behind the cranky exterior 

there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty young couple with two 

chatty young daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten Ove's mailbox, it is the lead-

in to a comical and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient 

art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will change one cranky old man and a local residents' 

association to their very foundations. 

Us against You 

"From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Beartown and A Man Called Ove, hailed as 
"a writer of astonishing depth [with] the remarkable ability to make you understand the feelings 
of each of a dozen different characters" (The Washington Times), a heart-wrenching story of 
how loyalty, friendship, and love carry a town through its darkest days. After everything that the 
citizens of Beartown have gone through, they are struck yet another blow when they hear that 
their beloved local hockey team will soon be disbanded. What makes it worse is the obvious 
satisfaction that all the former Beartown players, who now play for a rival team in Hed, take in 
that fact. Amidst the mounting tension between the two rivals, a surprising newcomer is 
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handpicked to be Beartown's new hockey coach. Soon a new team starts to take shape around 
Amat, the fastest player you'll ever see; Benji, the intense lone wolf; and Vidar, a born to be bad 
troublemaker. But bringing this team together proves to be a challenge as old bonds are broken, 
new ones are formed, and the enmity with Hed grows more and more acute. As the big match 
approaches, the not-so-innocent pranks and incidents between the communities pile up and 
their mutual contempt grows deeper. By the time the last game is finally played, a resident of 
Beartown will be dead, and the people of both towns will be forced to wonder if, after all they've 
been through, the game they love can ever return to something simple and innocent. "-- 
 
"After everything that the citizens of Beartown have gone through, they are struck yet another 
blow when they hear that their beloved local hockey team will soon be disbanded. What makes 
it worse is the obvious satisfaction that all the former Beartown players, who now play for a rival 
team in Hed, take in that fact. Amidst the mounting tension between the two rivals, a surprising 
newcomer is handpicked to be Beartown's new hockey coach. Soon a new team starts to take 
shape around Amat, the fastest player you'll ever see; Benji, the intense lone wolf; and Vidar, a 
born to be bad troublemaker. But bringing this team together proves to be a challenge as old 
bonds are broken, new ones are formed, and the enmity with Hed grows more and more acute. 
As the big match approaches, the not-so-innocent pranks and incidents between the 
communities pile up and their mutual contempt grows deeper. By the time the last game is 
finally played, a resident of Beartown will be dead, and the people of both towns will be forced to 
wonder if, after all they've been through, the game they love can ever return to something 
simple and innocent. " 
 

Anxious People 
 
Taken hostage by a failed bank robber while attending an open house, eight anxiety-prone 
strangers--including a redemption-seeking bank director, two couples who would fix their 
marriages, and a plucky octogenarian--discover their unexpected common traits. 
 

Britt-Marie Was Here 
 
Britt-Marie is a socially awkward, fussy busybody who is used to being organized. When she 
walks out on her cheating husband and gets a job as caretaker of the dilapidated recreation 
center in Borg, she is woefully unprepared for the changes. But as she takes on the task of 
leading the supremely untalented children's soccer team to victory, she just might find a place 
she belongs. 
 
 

Brooks, Geraldine 
 
People of the Book 
 
A fictionalized account of the turbulent history of the Sarajevo Haggadah, an illuminated 
manuscript which has survived into the twentieth century thanks to people of various faiths who 
risked their lives to safeguard it. Hanna Heath, a manuscript conservator hired to restore the 
manuscript in 1996 Sarajevo, finds and pursues clues to crucial moments in the book's history. 
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Eustace, Nicole 
 

Covered With Night (Non-Fiction 364.1523 EUS) 

 
"An immersive tale of the killing of a Native American man and its far-reaching consequences 
for Colonial America. In the summer of 1722, on the eve of a conference between the Five 
Nations of the Iroquois and British-American colonists, two colonial fur traders brutally attacked 
an Indigenous hunter in colonial Pennsylvania. The crime set the entire mid-Atlantic on edge, 
with many believing that war was imminent. Frantic efforts to resolve the case created a contest 
between Native American forms of justice, centered on community, forgiveness, and 
reparations, and an ideology of harsh reprisal, based on British law that called for the killers' 
execution. In a stunning narrative history based on painstaking original research, acclaimed 
historian Nicole Eustace reconstructs the crime and its aftermath, taking us into the worlds of 
Euro-Americans and Indigenous peoples in this formative period. A feat of reclamation evoking 
Laurel Thatcher Ulrich's A Midwife's Tale and Alan Taylor's William Cooper's Town, Eustace's 
utterly absorbing account provides a new understanding of Indigenous forms of justice, with 
lessons for our era.” 
 
 
 

Harper, Michele 
 
The Beauty in the Breaking 
 
"A series of connected personal stories drawn from the author's life and work as an ER doctor 

that explores how we are all broken--physically, emotionally, and psychically--and what we can 

do to heal ourselves as we try to heal others." 

 
 

Jenoff, Pam 

The Lost Girls of Paris 
From the author of the runaway bestseller The Orphan's Tale comes a remarkable story of 

friendship and courage centered around three women and a ring of female secret agents during 

World War II.1946, Manhattan One morning while passing through Grand Central Terminal on 

her way to work, Grace Healey finds an abandoned suitcase tucked beneath a bench. Unable to 

resist her own curiosity, Grace opens the suitcase, where she discovers a dozen photographs--

each of a different woman. In a moment of impulse, Grace takes the photographs and quickly 

leaves the station. Grace soon learns that the suitcase belonged to a woman named Eleanor 

Trigg, leader of a network of female secret agents who were deployed out of London during the 

war. Twelve of these women were sent to Occupied Europe as couriers and radio operators to 

aid the resistance, but they never returned home, their fates a mystery. Setting out to learn the 

truth behind the women in the photographs, Grace finds herself drawn to a young mother turned 

agent named Marie, whose daring mission overseas reveals a remarkable story of friendship, 
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valor and betrayal. Vividly rendered and inspired by true events, New York Times bestselling 

author Pam Jenoff shines a light on the incredible heroics of the brave women of the war and 

weaves a mesmerizing tale of courage, sisterhood and the great strength of women to survive in 

the hardest of circumstances. 

The Orphan’s Tale 

Sixteen-year-old Noa, forced to give up her baby fathered by a Nazi soldier, snatches a Jewish 
infant bound for a concentration camp from a boxcar and takes refuge with a traveling circus, 
where Astrid, a Jewish aerialist, becomes her mentor. 
 

Sixteen-year-old Noa, forced to give up her baby fathered by a Nazi soldier, snatches a child 
from a boxcar containing Jewish infants bound for a concentration camp and takes refuge with a 
traveling circus, where Astrid, a Jewish aerialist, becomes her mentor. 
 
 
 

 
Johnson, Sadeqa 
 
Second House from the Corner 
 
"Second House from the Corner centers on the story of Felicia Lyons, a stay-at-home mother of 
three drowning in the drudgeries of play dates, lost pacifiers and potty training who occasionally 
wonders what it would be like to escape the demands of motherhood. But when an unexpected 
phone call threatens to destroy her life, Felicia is forced to return to her childhood home where 
she must wrestle with an ex-lover and long buried secrets to save the family and home she 
loves despite the daily challenges.” 
 

 
Krueger, William Ken 
 
Boundary Waters 
 
The durable O'Connor, who used to watch over the territory as sheriff until he was voted out of 
office in a personal and professional meltdown, now tends a burger stand but still has a 
reputation as a go-to guy when trouble arises. It does so in the form of William Raye, an aging 
country singer who's looking for his daughter, Shiloh, a famous rock musician who disappeared 
several months earlier into the Boundary Waters, the thickly forested, lake-dotted area to the 
north. O'Connor isn't looking for work, but he takes the case because Shiloh is an Aurora native, 
and O'Connor hopes someone would do the same for him if any of his three kids were lost. 
Before he can even head into the woods, FBI agents show up, as well as an old casino 
gangster from Las Vegas. They, too, all want Shiloh found, but none will say exactly why. 
O'Connor, accompanied by two agents plus Raye, and a father and son from the local 
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Anishinaabe tribe, packs up and heads out by canoe in what becomes a gritty, bloody adventure 
of considerable emotional depth. 
 
 

Ordinary Grace 
 
The story of what that tragedy does to a boy, his family, and ultimately the fabric of the small 
town in which he lives. Told from Frank's perspective forty years after that fateful summer, it is a 
moving account of a boy standing at the door of his young manhood, trying to understand a 
world that seems to be falling apart around him. It is an unforgettable novel about discovering 
the terrible price of wisdom and the enduring grace of God. 
 
Looking back at a tragic event that occurred during his thirteenth year, Frank Drum explores 
how a complicated web of secrets, adultery, and betrayal shattered his Methodist family and 
their small 1961 Minnesota community. 
 

This Tender Land 
 
Fleeing the Depression-era school for Native American children who have been taken from their 
parents, four orphans share a life-changing journey marked by struggling farmers, faith healers, 
and lost souls. 
 

Purgatory Ridge 
 
Cork O'Connor is called in to investigate when a deadly explosion rocks the lumber mill of Karl 
Lindstrom, a wealthy, anti-environmentalist industrialist, whose mill is near an ancient tract of 
pine forest sacred to the Anishinaabe tribe. 
 
 

Napoli, Lisa 
 
susan, linda, nina & cokie: The Extraordinary Story of the Founding 
Mothers of NPR  (Non-Fiction  791.4409 NAP ) 
 
Tells the story of four pioneering women--Susan Stamberg, Cokie Roberts, Nina Totenberg, and 
Linda Wertheimer--whose work fighting the male chauvinism of 1970s journalism helped define 

the character and voice of National Public Radio. 

 
 
 
 

Quinn, Kate 
 

The Diamond Eye 
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In the snowbound city of Kiev, wry and bookish history student Mila Pavlichenko organizes her 
life around her library job and her young son, but Hitler's invasion of Russia sends her on a 
different path. Given a rifle and sent to join the fight, Mila must forge herself from studious girl to 
deadly sniper, a lethal hunter of Nazis known as Lady Death. When news of her three 
hundredth kill makes her a national heroine, Mila finds herself torn from the bloody battlefields of 
the eastern front and sent to America on a goodwill tour. Still reeling from war wounds and 
devastated by loss, Mila finds herself isolated and lonely in the glittering world of Washington, 
DC, until an unexpected friendship with First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and an even more 
unexpected connection with a silent fellow sniper offer the possibility of happiness. But when an 
old enemy from Mila's past joins forces with a deadly new foe lurking in the shadows, Lady 
Death finds herself battling her own demons and enemy bullets in the deadliest duel of her life. 
 
 

The Huntress 
 
In the aftermath of war, the hunter becomes the hunted... Bold and fearless, Nina Markova 
always dreamed of flying. When the Nazis attack the Soviet Union, she risks everything to join 
the legendary Night Witches, an all-female night bomber regiment wreaking havoc on the 
invading Germans. When she is stranded behind enemy lines, Nina becomes the prey of a 
lethal Nazi murderess known as the Huntress, and only Nina's bravery and cunning will keep 
her alive. Transformed by the horrors he witnessed from Omaha Beach to the Nuremberg 
Trials, British war correspondent Ian Graham has become a Nazi hunter. Yet one target eludes 
him: a vicious predator known as the Huntress. To find her, the fierce, disciplined investigator 
joins forces with the only witness to escape the Huntress alive: the brazen, cocksure Nina. But a 
shared secret could derail their mission unless Ian and Nina force themselves to confront it. 
Growing up in post-war Boston, seventeen-year-old Jordan McBride is determined to become a 
photographer. When her long-widowed father unexpectedly comes homes with a new fiancée, 
Jordan is thrilled. But there is something disconcerting about the soft-spoken German widow. 
Certain that danger is lurking, Jordan begins to delve into her new stepmother's past--only to 
discover that there are mysteries buried deep in her family . . . secrets that may threaten all 
Jordan holds dear. In this immersive, heart-wrenching story, Kate Quinn illuminates the 
consequences of war on individual lives, and the price we pay to seek justice and truth. 
 

The Alice Network 
 
"It's 1947 and American college girl Charlie St. Clair is pregnant, unmarried, and on the verge of 
being thrown out of her very proper family. She's also nursing a fervent belief that her beloved 
French cousin Rose, who disappeared in Nazi-occupied France during the war, might still be 
alive somewhere. So when Charlie's family banishes her to Europe to have her "little problem" 
take care of, Charlie breaks free and heads to London determined to find out what happened to 
the cousin she loves like a sister. In 1915, Eve Gardiner burns to join the fight against the 
Germans and unexpectedly gets her chance to serve when she's recruited to work as a spy for 
the English. Sent into enemy-occupied France during The Great War, she's trained by the 
mesmerizing Lili, the "Queen of Spies", who manages a vast network of secret agents, right 
under the enemy's nose. Thirty years later, haunted by the betrayal that ultimately tore apart the 
Alice Network, Eve spends her days drunk and secluded in her crumbling London house. Until a 
young American barges in uttering a name Eve hasn't heard in decades, and launching them 
both on a mission to find the truth ...no matter where it leads." 
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The Rose Code 
 
Joining the elite Bletchley Park codebreaking team during World War II, three women from very 
different walks of life uncover a spy's dangerous agenda years later against the backdrop of the 
royal wedding of Elizabeth and Philip. 
 
"1940. As England prepares to fight the Nazis, three very different women answer the call to 
Bletchley Park, where the best minds in Britain train to break German military codes. Osla puts 
her fluent German to use as a translator of decoded enemy secrets. Mab works the legendary 
codebreaking machines and looks for a socially advantageous husband. Beth's shyness 
conceals a brilliant facility with puzzles, and she becomes one of the Park's few female 
cryptanalysts. 1947. As the royal wedding of Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip whips post-
war Britain into a fever, the three women are reunited by a mysterious encrypted letter-- the key 
to which lies buried in the long-ago betrayal that destroyed their friendship and left one of them 
confined to an asylum"--adapted from jacket. 

 
 
 


