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Leah’s Authors
Bradley, Alan Mystery

Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie

It is the summer of 1950-and at the once-grand mansion of Buckshaw, young Flavia de Luce,
an aspiring chemist with a passion for poison, is intrigued by a series of inexplicable events: A
dead bird is found on the doorstep, a postage stamp bizarrely pinned to its beak. Then, hours
later, Flavia finds a man lying in the cucumber patch and watches him as he takes his dying
breath.

For Flavia, who is both appalled and delighted, life begins in earnest when murder comes to
Buckshaw. "l wish | could say | was afraid, but | wasn't. Quite the contrary. This was by far the
most interesting thing that had ever happened to me in my entire life."

The Weed that Strings the Hangman’s Bag

Flavia de Luce applies her skills in the chemistry lab to solving the murder of a master
puppeteer, a case that is further complicated by her tormenting sisters.



Cleeton, Chanel
Next Year in Havana

After the death of her beloved grandmother, a Cuban-American woman travels to Havana,
where she discovers the roots of her identity--and unearths a family secret hidden since the
revolution... Havana, 1958. The daughter of a sugar baron, nineteen-year-old Elisa Perez is part
of Cuba's high society, where she is largely sheltered from the country's growing political unrest-
-until she embarks on a clandestine affair with a passionate revolutionary... Miami, 2017.
Freelance writer Marisol Ferrera grew up hearing romantic stories of Cuba from her late
grandmother Elisa, who was forced to flee with her family during the revolution. Elisa's last wish
was for Marisol to scatter her ashes in the country of her birth. Arriving in Havana, Marisol
comes face-to-face with the contrast of Cuba's tropical, timeless beauty and its perilous political
climate. When more family history comes to light and Marisol finds herself attracted to a man
with secrets of his own, she'll need the lessons of her grandmother's past to help her
understand the true meaning of courage--and what it means to be Cuban.

The Most Beautiful Girl in Cuba

At the end of the nineteenth century, three revolutionary women fight for freedom this new novel
inspired by real-life events and the true story of a legendary Cuban woman-Evangelina
Cisneros-who changed the course of history. A feud rages in Gilded Age New York City
between newspaper tycoons William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer. WhenGrace
Harrington lands a job at Hearst's newspaper in 1896, she's caught in a cutthroat world where
one scoop can make or break your career, but it's a story emerging from Cuba that changes her
life. Unjustly imprisoned in a notorious Havana women's jail, eighteen-year-old Evangelina
Cisneros dreams of a Cuba free from Spanish oppression. When Hearst learns of her plight and
splashes her image on the front page of his paper, proclaiming her, "The Most Beautiful Girl in
Cuba," she becomes a rallying cry for American intervention in the battle for Cuban
independence. With the help of Marina Perez, a courier secretly working for the Cuban
revolutionaries in Havana, Grace and Hearst's staff attempt to free Evangelina. But when Cuban
civilians are forced into reconcentration camps and the explosion of the USS Maine propels the
United States and Spain toward war, the three women must risk everything in their fight for
freedom.

Heller, Peter
The River

A masterful tale of wilderness survival in the vein of Into the Wild and The Call of the
Wild. It is the story of two college friends on a wilderness canoe trip. A gripping tale of a
friendship tested by fire, whitewater, starvation, and brutality.




The Guide

The bestselling author of The River returns with a heart-racing thriller about a young
man who, escaping his own grief, is hired by an elite fishing lodge in Colorado where
amid the natural beauty of sun-drenched streams and forests he uncovers a plot of
shocking menace

Horowitz, Tony Non-Fiction
Confederates in the Attic: Dispatches from the Unfinished Civil War

When prize-winning war correspondent Tony Horwitz leaves the battlefields of Bosnia and the
Middle East for a peaceful corner of the Blue Ridge Mountains, he thinks he's put war zones
behind him. But awakened one morning by the crackle of musket fire, Horwitz starts filing front-
line dispatches again this time from a war close to home, and to his own heart. Propelled by his
boyhood passion for the Civil War, Horwitz embarks on a search for places and people still held
in thrall by America's greatest conflict. The result is an adventure into the soul of the
unvanquished South, where the ghosts of the Lost Cause are resurrected through ritual and
remembrance. In Virginia, Horwitz joins a band of ‘hardcore' reenactors who crash-diet to
achieve the hollow-eyed look of starved Confederates; in Kentucky, he withesses Klan rallies
and calls for race war sparked by the killing of a white man who brandishes a rebel flag; at
Andersonville, he finds that the prison's commander, executed as a war criminal, is now exalted
as a martyr and hero; and in the book's climax, Horwitz takes a marathon trek from Antietam to
Gettysburg to Appomattox in the company of Robert Lee Hodge, an eccentric pilgrim who dubs
their odyssey the 'Civil Wargasm.' Written with Horwitz's signature blend of humor, history, and
hard-nosed journalism, Confederates in the Attic brings alive old battlefields and new ones
‘classrooms, courts, country bars' where the past and the present collide, often in explosive
ways. Poignant and picaresque, haunting and hilarious, it speaks to anyone who has ever felt
drawn to the mythic south and to the dark romance of the Civil War.

A Voyage Long and Strange: Rediscovering the New World

A chronicle of the period in American history between Columbus's discovery of the New World
and Jamestown's founding evaluates the voyages and first-contact experiences of numerous
European adventurers.

Jonasson, Ragnar
Outside

When a deadly snowstorm strikes the Icelandic highlands, four friends seek shelter in a small,
abandoned hunting lodge. It is in the middle of nowhere and there's no way of communicating
with the outside world. They are isolated, but they are not alone. As the night darkens,
and fears intensify, an old tragedy gradually surfaces--one that forever changed the
course of their friendship. Those dark memories could hold the key to the mystery the
friends now find themselves in. And whether they will survive until morning.



Macallister, Greer
Arctic Fury

1855: Virginia Reeve is summoned by an eccentric Brit with a compelling offer. Lady Jane
Franklin wants her to lead a dozen women into the Arctic in search of the ships of her husband's
lost expedition, and she's willing to pay handsomely. All four search attempts Lady Franklin has
sponsored have failed. She has decided only a radical new approach can succeed: let women
make the decisions. Lady Franklin will disavow all knowledge of the expedition if it fails, but if it
succeeds, she promises great rewards .A year later, Virginia stands trial for murder. Survivors of
the expedition willing to publicly support her sit in the front row. There are only six left. Set
against the unforgiving backdrop of one of the world's most inhospitable locations, The Arctic
Eury uses the true story of Lady Jane Franklin's tireless attempts to find her husband's lost
expedition as a jumping-off point to spin a tale of bravery, intrigue, perseverance and hope.

MacNeal, Susan Ella
Mr. Churchill’s Secretary

London, 1940. Winston Churchill has just been sworn in, war rages across the Channel, and the
threat of a Blitz looms larger by the day. But none of this deters Maggie Hope. She graduated at
the top of her college class and possesses all the skills of the finest minds in British intelligence,
but her gender qualifies her only to be the newest typist at No. 10 Downing Street. Her
indefatigable spirit and remarkable gifts for codebreaking, though, rival those of even the
highest men in government, and Maggie finds that working for the prime minister affords her a
level of clearance she could never have imagined--and opportunities she will not let pass. In
troubled, deadly times, with air-raid sirens sending multitudes underground, access to the War
Rooms also exposes Maggie to the machinations of a menacing faction determined to do
whatever it takes to change the course of history.

Ensnared in a web of spies, murder, and intrigue, Maggie must work quickly to balance her duty
to King and Country with her chances for survival. And when she unravels a mystery that points
toward her own family's hidden secrets, she'll discover that her quick wits are all that stand
between an assassin's murderous plan and Churchill himself.

His Majesty’s Hope

World War Il has finally come home to Britain, but it takes more than nightly air raids to rattle
intrepid spy and expert code breaker Maggie Hope. After serving as a secret agent to protect
Princess Elizabeth at Windsor Castle, Maggie is now an elite member of the Special Operations
Executive, a black ops organization designed to aid the British effort abroad and her first
assignment sends her straight into Nazi-controlled Berlin, the very heart of the German war
machine. Relying on her quick wit and keen instincts, Maggie infiltrates the highest level of
Berlin society, gathering information to pass on to London headquarters. But the secrets she
unveils will expose a darker, more dangerous side of the war and of her own past.



Manning, Kirsty
The song of the Jade Lily

A gripping historical novel that tells the little-known story of Jewish refugees who fled to
Shanghai during WWII.

1939: Two young girls meet in Shanghai, also known as the "Paris of the East". Beautiful local
Li and Jewish refugee Romy form a fierce friendship, but the deepening shadows of World War
Il fall over the women as they slip between the city's glamorous French Concession district and
the teeming streets of the Shanghai Ghetto. Yet soon the realities of war prove to be too much
for these close friends as they are torn apart.

2016: Fleeing London with a broken heart, Alexandra returns to Australia to be with her
grandparents, Romy and Wilhelm. Her grandfather is dying, and over the coming weeks Romy
and Wilhelm begin to reveal the family mysteries they have kept secret for more than half a
century. As fragments of her mother's history finally become clear, Alexandra struggles with
what she learns while more is also revealed about her grandmother's own past in Shanghai.

The Lost Jewels

An American jewelry historian discovers her unexpected ties to a fortune in jewels discovered
under the floor of a London tenement house where an impoverished Irish immigrant once
attempted to change her family's fortunes.

Roach, Mary (Non-Fiction)
Grunt: The Curious Science of Humans at War

Explores the science of keeping humans healthy and focused in the extreme environments of
war, drawing on interviews with doctors, trainers, and weapons testers to illuminate how soldiers
are conditioned to survive traumas.

Fuzz: When nature Breaks the Law

Join Mary Roach on an irresistible investigation into the unpredictable world where wildlife and
humans meet. What's to be done about a jaywalking moose? A grizzly bear caught breaking
and entering? A murderous tree? As Mary Roach discovers, the answers are best found not in
jurisprudence but in science: the curious science of human-wildlife conflict, a discipline at the
crossroads of human behavior and wildlife biology. Roach tags along with animal attack
forensics investigators, human-elephant conflict specialists, bear managers, and "danger tree"
faller-blasters. She travels from leopard-terrorized hamlets in the Indian Himalaya to St. Peter's
Square in the early hours before the Pope arrives for Easter Mass, when vandal gulls swoop in
to destroy the elaborate floral display. Along the way, Roach reveals as much about humanity
as about nature's lawbreakers. Combining little-known forensic science and conservation
genetics with a motley cast of laser scarecrows, langur impersonators, and mugging macaques,
Fuzz offers hope for compassionate coexistence in our ever-expanding human habitat.



Spetys, Ruta Young Adult Author
Salt to the Sea

Racing to freedom with thousands of other refugees as Russian forces close in on their homes
in East Prussia, Joana, Emilia, and Florian meet aboard the doomed Wilhelm Gustloff and are
forced to trust each other in order to survive

The Fountains of Silence

At the Castellana Hilton in 1957 Madrid, eighteen-year-old Daniel Matheson connects with Ana
Moreno through photography and fate as Daniel discovers the incredibly dark side of the city
under Generalissimo Franco's rule.

White, Karen
Flight Patterns

A New York Times Bestselling Author Georgia Chambers sifts through other people's
pasts while trying to forget her own. Then her work as a fine china expert sends her to
the place she swore she'd never revisit. To embrace her own life mistakes and all she'll
have to find the courage to confront the ghosts of her past.

Sound of Glass

Unexpectedly inheriting her late husband's reclusive grandmother's home in South Carolina,
Widow Merritt Heyward investigates the Heyward family's shattering history while navigating the
challenges of a young stepmother and ten-year-old half-brother.

The Night the Lights Went Out

Recently divorced, Merilee Talbot Dunlap moves with her two children to the Atlanta suburb of
Sweet Apple, Georgia. It's not her first time starting over, but her efforts at a new beginning
aren't helped by an anonymous local blog that dishes about the scandalous events that caused
her marriage to fail. Merilee finds some measure of peace in the cottage she is renting from
town matriarch Sugar Prescott. Though stubborn and irascible, Sugar sees something of herself
in Merilee--something that allows her to open up about her own colorful past. Sugar's stories
give Merilee a different perspective on the town and its wealthy school moms in their tennis
whites and shiny SUVs, and even on her new friendship with Heather Blackford. Merilee is
charmed by the glamorous young mother's seemingly perfect life and finds herself drawn into
Heather's world. In a town like Sweet Apple, where sins and secrets are as likely to be found
behind the walls of gated mansions as in the dark woods surrounding Merilee's house,
appearance is everything. But just how dangerous that deception can be will shock all three
women.




Karen’s Authors

Gudenkauf, Heather — The Weight of Silence

When two seven-year-old girls go missing, all are under suspicion. Calli Clark is a dreamer. A
sweet, gentle girl, Callie suffers from selective mutism, brought on by a tragedy she experienced
as a toddler. Her mother Antonia tries her best to help, but is confined by marriage to a violent
husband. Petra Gregory is Calli's best friend, her soul mate and her voice. But neither Petra nor
Calli have been heard from since their disappearance was discovered. Now Calli and Petra's
families are bound by the question of what has happened to their children. As support turns to
suspicion, it seems the answers lie trapped in the silence of unspoken secrets.

Other titles: These Things Hidden, Little Mercies, Missing Pieces, Not a Sound, Before She Was Found,
This is How I Lied, The Overnight Guest

Hayes-McCoy, Felicity — The Library at the Edge of the World (Finfarrin Peninsula #1)

Felicity Hayes-McCoy's U.S. debut about a local librarian who must find a way to rebuild her
community and her own life in this touching, enchanting novel set on Ireland's stunning West
Coast.

As she drives her mobile library van between villages of Ireland's West Coast, Hanna Casey
tries not to think about a lot of things. Like the sophisticated lifestyle she abandoned after finding
her English barrister husband in bed with another woman. Or that she's back in Lissbeg, the
rural Irish town she walked away from in her teens, living in the back bedroom of her
overbearing mother's retirement bungalow. Or, worse yet, her nagging fear that, as the local
librarian and a prominent figure in the community, her failed marriage and ignominious return
have made her a focus of gossip.

With her teenage daughter, Jazz, off traveling the world and her relationship with her own
mother growing increasingly tense, Hanna is determined to reclaim her independence by
restoring a derelict cottage left to her by her great-aunt. But when the threatened closure of the
Lissbeg Library puts her personal plans in jeopardy, Hanna finds herself leading a battle to
restore the heart and soul of the Finfarran Peninsula's fragmented community. And she's about
to discover that the neighbors she'd always kept at a distance have come to mean more to her
than she ever could have imagined.

Other titles: Summer at the Garden Café, The Mistletoe Matchmaker, The Transatlantic Book Club, The
Month of Borrowed Dreams, The Heart of Summer

Heller, Peter - The River

Wynn and Jack have been best friends since freshman orientation, bonded by their shared love
of mountains, books, and fishing. Wynn is a gentle giant, a Vermont kid never happier than
when his feet are in the water. Jack is more rugged, raised on a ranch in Colorado where
sleeping under the stars and cooking on a fire came as naturally to him as breathing. When they
decide to canoe the Maskwa River in northern Canada, they anticipate long days of leisurely
paddling and picking blueberries, and nights of stargazing and reading paperback Westerns.
But a wildfire making its way across the forest adds unexpected urgency to the journey. When
they hear a man and woman arguing on the fog-shrouded riverbank and decide to warn them
about the fire, their search for the pair turns up nothing and no one. But: The next day a man



appears on the river, paddling alone. Is this the man they heard? And, if he is, where is the
woman? From this charged beginning, master storyteller Peter Heller unspools a headlong,
heart-pounding story of desperate wilderness survival.

Other titles: The Guide, The Dog Stars, The Painter, Celine

Johnston, Tim — Descent

The Rocky Mountains have cast their spell over the Courtlands, who are taking a family
vacation before their daughter leaves for college. But when Caitlin and her younger brother,
Sean, go out for an early morning run and only Sean returns, the mountains become as
terrifying as they are majestic.

Written with a precision that captures every emotion, every moment of fear, as each member of
the family searches for answers, Descent races like an avalanche toward its heart-pounding
conclusion.

Other titles: The Current, Irish Girl, Never So Green

Keane, Mary Beth — Ask Again, Yes

A profoundly moving novel about two neighboring families in a suburban town, the friendship
between their children, a tragedy that reverberates over four decades, and the power of
forgiveness. Francis Gleeson and Brian Stanhope are two NYPD rookies in 1973, who end up
living next door to each other in the suburbs. Love blossoms between Francis's daughter, Kate,
and Brian's son, Peter. When a violent event divides the neighbors, the Stanhopes are forced to
move away, and the children are forbidden to have any further contact. Kate and Peter
eventually find a way back to each other, but their relationship will be tested by the echoes from
their past.

Other titles: Fever, The Half Moon (pub May 2023)

Moore, Meg Mitchell — Vacationland

Louisa has come to her parents' house in Maine this summer with her three kids, a barely
written book that has a looming deadline, and a trunkful of resentment. Louisa is hoping the
crisp breeze will blow away her irritation for her life choices and replace it with enthusiasm for
both her family and her writing. But all isn't well in Maine. Louisa'’s father, a retired judge and
pillar of the community, is suffering from Alzheimer's. Louisa's mother is alternately pretending
everything is fine and not pretending at all. And one of Louisa's children happens upon a very
confusing and heartfelt letter referring to something Louisa doesn't think her father could
possibly have done.

Louisa's not the only one searching for something in Maine this summer. Kristie took the
Greyhound bus from Pennsylvania with the $761 left in her bank account and a whole lot of
emotional baggage. She has a past she's trying to outrun, a secret she's trying to unpack, and a
new boyfriend who's so impossibly kind she can't figure out what she did to deserve him.

As June turns to July turns to August, secrets will be unearthed, betrayals will come to light,
and both Louisa and Kristie will ask themselves what they are owed and what they owe others.
Both a delicious summer read and a compelling portrayal of family, responsibility, ambition, and
loss.

Other titles: The Arrivals, So Far Away, The Admissions, The Captain’s Daughter, The Islanders, Two
Truths and a Lie



Rash, Ron —In the Valley: Stories and a Novella based on Serena

In these ten stories, Rash spins a haunting allegory of the times we live in--rampant capitalism,
the severing of ties to the natural world in the relentless hunt for profit, the destruction of body
and soul with pills meant to mute our pain--and yet within this world he illuminates acts of
extraordinary decency and heroism. And in revisiting Serena Pemberton, Rash updates his
bestselling parable of greed run amok as his deliciously vindictive heroine returns to the North
Carolina wilderness she left scarred and desecrated to make one final effort to kill the child that
threatens all she has accomplished.

Other titles: The World Made Straight, Serena, The Risen, Above the Waterfall, The Cove, Saints at the
River

Monica’s Authors
Brown, Karma - Recipe for a Perfect Wife

In this captivating dual narrative novel, a modern-day woman finds inspiration in hidden notes
left by her home’s previous owner, a quintessential 1950s housewife. As she discovers
remarkable parallels between this woman'’s life and her own, it causes her to question the
foundation of her own relationship with her husband.

Edugyan, Esi —Washington Black

Washington Black is an eleven-year-old field slave who knows no other life than the Barbados
sugar plantation where he was born. When his master's eccentric brother chooses him to be his
manservant, Wash is terrified of the cruelties he is certain await him. But Christopher Wilde, or
"Titch," is a naturalist, explorer, scientist, inventor, and abolitionist. From the sultry cane fields of
the Caribbean to the frozen Far North, Washington Black tells a story of friendship and betrayal,
love and redemption, of a world destroyed and made whole again--and asks the question, what
is true freedom?

Feng, Linda Rui - Swimming Back to Trout River

In the summer of 1986, in a small Chinese village, ten-year-old Junie receives a momentous
letter from her parents, who had left for America years ago: her father promises to return home
and collect her by her twelfth birthday. But Junie’s growing determination to stay put in the idyllic
countryside with her beloved grandparents threatens to derail her family’s shared future. Feng’s
debut is “filled with tragedy yet touched with life-affirming passion” (Kirkus Reviews, starred
review), and “Feng weaves a plot both surprising and inevitable, with not a word to spare”
(Booklist, starred review).



Keegan, Claire — Small Things like These

Itis 1985 in a small Irish town. During the weeks leading up to Christmas, Bill Furlong, a coal
merchant and family man faces into his busiest season. Early one morning, while delivering an
order to the local convent, Bill makes a discovery which forces him to confront both his past and
the complicit silences of a town controlled by the church.

Donna’s Authors
Collins, Olive
The Tide between Us

1821: Among the thousands of Irish deportees to the Caribbean British Colonies is a 10 year old
Irish boy, Art O’Neill. As an Indentured Servant on a sugar plantation in Jamaica, Art gradually
acclimatizes to the exotic country and the unfamiliar customs of the African slaves. When the
new heirs to the plantation arrive from Ireland they resurrect the ghosts of brutal injustices
against Art. He bides his time and hides his abhorrence from his new master by channeling his
energy into his work. During those years he prospers, he acquires land, he sees his colored
children freed after emancipation as he takes us on a multi-generational historical saga.
Eventually Art is promised seven gold coins for seven decades of service. He doubts his master
will part with the coins. The morning Art sets out to claim his gratuity, he ignores his sense of
foreboding that he may not return home alive. Ireland 1991: One hundred years later a skeleton
is discovered beneath a fallen tree on the grounds of Lugdale Estate. By its side is a gold coin
minted in 1870. Yseult, the owner of the estate, watches as events unfold, fearful of the long-
buried truths that may emerge about her family’s past and its links to the slave trade. As the
skeleton gives up its secrets, Yseult realizes she too can no longer hide. Inspired by the real
story of 2,000 Irish children deported to Jamaica and the statistics that 25% of Jamaican
citizens claim Irish ancestry. The Tide between Us is a powerful novel documenting true
historical events and the resilience of the human spirit.

Graham, Genevieve - Bluebird

Present day:

Cassie Simmons, a museum curator, is enthusiastic about solving mysteries from the past, and
she has a personal interest in the history of the rumrunners who ferried illegal booze across the
Detroit River during Prohibition. So when a cache of whisky labeled Bailey Brothers’ Best is
unearthed during a local home renovation, Cassie hopes to find the answers she’s been
searching for about the legendary family of bootleggers...

1918:

Corporal Jeremiah Bailey of the 1st Canadian Tunneling Company is tasked with planting mines
in the tunnels beneath enemy trenches. After Jerry is badly wounded in an explosion, he finds
himself in a Belgium field hospital under the care of Adele Savard, one of Canada’s nursing
sisters, nicknamed “Bluebirds” for their blue gowns and white caps. As Jerry recovers, he forms
a strong connection with Adele, who is from a place near his hometown of Windsor, along the
Detroit River. In the midst of war, she’s a welcome reminder of home, and when Jerry is sent
back to the front, he can only hope that he’ll see his bluebird again.
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By war’s end, both Jerry and Adele return home to Windsor, scarred by the horrors of what they
endured overseas. When they cross paths one day, they have a chance to start over. But the
city is in the grip of Prohibition, which brings exciting opportunities as well as new dangerous
conflicts that threaten to destroy everything they have fought for.

Pulled from the pages of history, Bluebird is a compelling, luminous novel about the strength of
the human spirit and the power of love to call us home.
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