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84, Charing Cross Road - Hanff, Helene (Fiction) 

This charming classic, first published in 1970, brings together twenty years of correspondence 

between Helene Hanff, a freelance writer living in New York City, and a used-book dealer in 

London. 

 

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress - Dai, Sijie (Fiction) 
In this enchanting tale about the magic of reading and the wonder of romantic awakening, two 
hapless city boys are exiled to a remote mountain village for reeducation during China's 
infamous Cultural Revolution. There they meet the daughter of the local tailor and discover a 
hidden stash of Western classics in Chinese translation. As they flirt with the seamstress and 
secretly devour these banned works, they find transit from their grim surroundings to worlds 
they never imagined 
 

Beach Read - Emily Henry (Love Story) 

Augustus Everett is an acclaimed author of literary fiction. January Andrews writes bestselling 
romance. When she pens a happily ever after, he kills off his entire cast. They’re opposites. In 
fact, the only thing they have in common is that for the next three months, they're living in 
neighboring beach houses, broke, and bogged down with writer's block. Until, one hazy 
evening, one thing leads to another, and they strike a deal designed to force them out of their 
creative ruts: Augustus will spend the summer writing something happy, and January will pen 
the next Great American Novel. She’ll take him on field trips worthy of any rom-com montage, 
and he’ll take her to interview surviving members of a backwoods death cult (obviously). 
Everyone will finish a book, and no one will fall in love. Really. 
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The Book of Lost Names - Kristin Harmel (Fiction) 

Escaping from Paris in 1942 after the arrest of her father, a Polish Jew, a graduate student finds 
refuge in a small mountain town, where she forges identity documents to help hundreds of 
Jewish children flee the Nazis. 

The Book Thief - Markus Zusak (Young Adult) 

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young 
German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish 
man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors. 

The Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek - Kim Michele Richardson  

The hardscrabble folks of Troublesome Creek have to scrap for everything-everything except 
books, that is. Thanks to Roosevelt's Kentucky Pack Horse Library Project, Troublesome's got its 
very own traveling librarian, Cussy Mary Carter. Cussy's not only a book woman, however, she's 
also the last of her kind, her skin a shade of blue unlike most anyone else. Not everyone is keen 
on Cussy's family or the Library Project, and a Blue is often blamed for any whiff of trouble. If 
Cussy wants to bring the joy of books to the hill folks, she's going to have to confront prejudice 
as old as the Appalachias and suspicion as deep as the holler. 

A Discovery of Witches (Book 1 of All Souls Trilogy)- Harkness, Deborah (Fiction) 

 

Deep in the stacks of Oxford's Bodleian Library, young scholar Diana Bishop unwittingly calls up 

a bewitched alchemical manuscript in the course of her research. Diana has stumbled upon a 

coveted treasure lost for centuries-and she is the only creature who can break its spell. 

Eight Perfect Murders - Peter Swanson (Fiction) 

Years ago, bookseller and mystery aficionado Malcolm Kershaw compiled a list of the genre's 
most unsolvable murders, those that are almost impossible to crack--which he titled "Eight 
Perfect Murders"--chosen from among the best of the best. But no one is more surprised than 
Mal, now the owner of the Old Devils Bookstore in Boston, when an FBI agent comes knocking 
on his door one snowy day in February. She's looking for information about a series of unsolved 
murders that look eerily similar to the killings on Mal's old list. And the FBI agent isn't the only 
one interested in this bookseller who spends almost every night at home reading. The killer is 
out there, watching his every move--a diabolical threat who knows way too much about Mal's 
personal history, especially the secrets he's never told anyone, even his recently deceased wife. 
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The End of Your Life Book Club - Will Schwalbe (Non-Fic 616.994 Sch) 

Recounts how the author and his mother read and discussed books during her chemotherapy 
treatments, describing how the activity involved a wide range of literary genres, furthered their 
appreciation for literature, and strengthened their bond. 

The Giver of Stars - Jojo Moyes (Fiction) 

When Alice Wright agrees to marry handsome American Bennett Van Cleve and leave behind 
her stifling life in England for a new adventure in Kentucky, she's soon disenchanted by her 
newlywed status and overbearing father-in-law, owner of the local coal mine. So, when a call 
goes out for a team of women to deliver books as part of Eleanor Roosevelt's new traveling 
library, Alice signs on enthusiastically. The leader, and soon Alice's greatest ally, is Margery, the 
smart-talking, self-sufficient daughter of a notorious local criminal, a woman who's never asked 
a man's permission for anything. Alice finds Margery as bracing and courageous as anyone she's 
ever met, and comes to rely on her, especially as her marriage starts to fail. They will be joined 
by three diverse women and become known as the Horseback Librarians of Kentucky. 

Hell of a Book - Mott, Jason (Fiction) 

 

In Hell of a Book, an African American author sets out on a cross-country book tour to promote 

his bestselling novel. That storyline drives Jason Mott's novel and is the scaffolding of 

something much larger and more urgent: since his novel also tells the story of Soot, a young 

Black boy living in a rural town in the recent past, and The Kid, a possibly imaginary child who 

appears to the author on his tour. 

How to Find Love in a Bookshop - Veronica Henry (Fiction) 

Nightingale Books is a cozy haven for the literary-minded locals. But owner Emilia Nightingale is 
struggling to keep the shop open after her father's death. The property developers are circling, 
yet Emilia's loyal customers have become like family. Sarah, owner of the Peasebrook Manor, 
has used the bookshop as an escape in the past few years. Jackson, after making a complete 
mess of his marriage, looks to Emilia for advice on books for the son he misses so much. And 
Thomasina, who runs a pop-up restaurant for two, can hardly dream of working up the courage 
to admit her true feelings to a man she met in the cookbook section. 

Julie and Julia: 365 Days, 524 Recipes, 1 Tiny Apartment Kitchen- Powell, Julia (Non-Fic 

641.5092 Pow) 

 

With the humor of Bridget Jones and the vitality of Augusten Burroughs, Julie Powell recounts 

how she conquered every recipe in Julia Child's Mastering the Art of French Cooking and saved 

her soul. 
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The Lost for Words Bookshop - Stephanie Butland (Fiction) 

Loveday Cardew prefers books to people. If you look carefully, you might glimpse the first lines 
of the novels she loves most tattooed on her skin. But there are some things Loveday will 
never, ever show you. Into her hiding place - the bookstore where she works - come a poet, a 
lover, and three suspicious deliveries. Someone has found out about her mysterious past. Will 
Loveday survive her own heartbreaking secrets? 

Midnight at the Bright Ideas Bookstore - Matthew Sullivan (Fiction) 

Lydia Smith lives her life hiding in plain sight. A clerk at the Bright Ideas bookstore, she keeps a 
meticulously crafted existence among her beloved books, eccentric colleagues, and the 
BookFrogs--the lost and lonely regulars who spend every day marauding the store's 
overwhelmed shelves. But when Joey Molina, a young BookFrog, kills himself in the bookstore's 
upper room, Lydia's life comes unglued. Always Joey's favorite bookseller, Lydia has been 
bequeathed his meager worldly possessions. When Lydia flips through his books she finds them 
defaced in ways both disturbing and inexplicable. They reveal the psyche of a young man on the 
verge of an emotional reckoning. And they seem to contain a hidden message. What did Joey 
know? And what does it have to do with Lydia? As Lydia untangles the mystery of Joey's suicide, 
she unearths a long-buried memory from her own violent childhood. Details from that one 
bloody night begin to circle back. Her distant father returns to the fold, along with an obsessive 
local cop, and the Hammerman, a murderer who came into Lydia's life long ago and, as she 
soon discovers, never completely left. 

Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookshop - Robin Sloan  

After a layoff during the Great Recession sidelines his tech career, Clay Jannon takes a job at the 
titular bookstore in San Francisco, and soon realizes that the establishment is a facade for a 
strange secret. 

People of the Book - Brooks, Geraldine (Fiction) 

When it falls to Australian rare book expert Hanna Heath to conserve this priceless work, the 

tiny artifacts she discovers in its ancient binding—a butterfly wing fragment, wine stains, salt 

crystals, a white hair—only begin to unlock the book’s deep mysteries and unexpectedly 

plunges Hanna into the intrigues of fine art forgers and ultra-nationalist fanatics. 

The Reading List - Sara Nisha Adams (Fiction) 

Working at the local library, Aleisha reads every book on a secret list she found, which 
transports her from the painful realities she's facing at home and decides to pass the list on to a 
lonely widower desperate to connect with his bookworm granddaughter. 
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The Shadow of the Wind (Book 1 of “Cemetery of Forgotten Books)- Ruiz Zafón, Carlos (Fiction) 

Barcelona, 1945: A city slowly heals from its war wounds, and Daniel, an antiquarian book 

dealer's son who mourns the loss of his mother, finds solace in a mysterious book entitled The 

Shadow of the Wind, by one Julian Carax. But when he sets out to find the author's other 

works, he makes a shocking discovery: someone has been systematically destroying every copy 

of every book Carax has written. In fact, Daniel may have the last of Carax's books in existence. 

Soon Daniel's seemingly innocent quest opens a door into one of Barcelona's darkest secrets--

an epic story of murder, madness, and doomed love. 

The Starless Sea - Erin Morgenstern (Fiction) 

Vermont graduate student Zachary Ezra Rawlins discovers a mysterious book of stories that 
contains a tale from his own life before following clues to a magical underground library that is 
being targeted for destruction. 

 The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry - Gabrielle Zevin (Fiction) 

When his most prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, is stolen, bookstore owner 
A.J. Fikry begins isolating himself from his friends, family, and associates before receiving a 
mysterious package that compels him to remake his life. 

An Unnecessary Woman - Rabih Alameddine (Fiction) 

Aaliya Sohbi lives alone in her Beirut apartment, surrounded by stockpiles of books. Godless, 
fatherless, childless, and divorced, Aaliya is her family's 'unnecessary appendage.' Every year, 
she translates a new favorite book into Arabic, then stows it away. The thirty-seven books that 
Aaliya has translated over her lifetime have never been read-- by anyone. After overhearing her 
neighbors, 'the three witches, ' discussing her too-white hair, Aaliya accidentally dyes her hair 
too blue. In this breathtaking portrait of a reclusive woman's late-life crisis, readers follow 
Aaliya's digressive mind as it ricochets across visions of past and present Beirut. Colorful 
musings on literature, philosophy, and art are invaded by memories of the Lebanese Civil War 
and Aaliya's own volatile past. As she tries to overcome her aging body and spontaneous 
emotional upwellings, Aaliya is faced with an unthinkable disaster that threatens to shatter the 
little life she has left. 

  

 

 

 


